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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE THE 

Countefs of HERTFORD. 

I Beg leave. Madam, to flatter myfdf, that 
the (ame condefcenfion and goodnefs, which 
has admitted fcveral of thefc pieces inio vour 
cloiet iQ anariufcript, will permit them all to 
^make this public appearance before you. Your 
* JLadyfliip's known charafter and tafte for every 
thing that is pious arid polite^ give an honourable 
Iknftion to thofe wri^tings wmch ftand recoai- 
inei:ided by your name and approbation : it is no 
wonder then that thefe Essays fliould foek the 
favour of fuch a patronage. 

Tfiougfa the author pipfeflc$ I>imielf much a 
ftranger to the g;r£at and fpUndid part of mao- 
kind, yet firice your I/adyffiip was pleafed to 
indulge him a mare* in the honours of your 
friefttmiip. Be carinm bat taKe pleafure to have 
been a witnefe of thofe virtues, whereby you bear 
DO the dignity- of our holy religion, and tiie blefT- 
ea gofpel, amidft all the tempting grandeurs of 
this world, and in an age of growing infidelity. 
tef-actaioWleid^ it a part of his fdicrty, that he 
has had an opportunity to learn how happily the 
. . \' A a leifure 



Ti thepreface: 

0ictdd now dHbaver 1117 weakne&y and let the worl<2 
know that I have not been able to maintain my pur- 
pofe. 

It is true, indeed, fome of tbefe copies were written" 
before that time, yet a good part of them muft date 
their exift^nce fince 3 for, where- nature has any ftrong 
propenfity, even from our infant-life, it will awake 
and fhew itfelf on many occalions, though it has been 
-jdhcniffid fincerdy refitted, and fubdued, and laid" to - 
fteep* And as I have found my thoughts many a^tin^ 
carried away into four or five lines 0? verfe ere I was 
ftware, and fome times in (^pofitioR* to my will, fo I 
confefff I hate now and then induked it ftor an hour or 
two, as an innocent and fateful divcrfwn from, more 
&\hefe ftudies. In this vietv I offer it to m/ friends;, 
and, among the many pieces herein contained, I hopo 
there ate iome which will gifve them an agreeable a- 
iDufemenr, ^nd perhaps- fbme elevation of tnought to- 
wards the ^iog9 of HeaTen.--^Butv in order to«ta(le 
jmy d^gDse of ptefbcp, or reap any profit by readings, 
i muft intxeat them fincerely to ki^ the entertainment 
of their, htarts, as in the conveifation of a friend ; 
and not to hunt after the painful and awkwayd joys of 
four criticifm, Which is ever bufy m feekingoat fome- 
«king to difguft itfelf. 

I make no pietencerto the name of a poet, or a po- 
Kte writer, in 'an age wherein ft> many fiH>efior foufs 
fiiine in their w<nrksffarQU^H thii-natibiK Could I dif- 
play theexcellcflcifs of virtue andChriiUan piery, in 
tbe various forms and appearances oi- it, with all thie 
lieaiuy awl glory in whicn Mr. ^ofe has fct the Kiwg- 
dom of -liie Mefiiah, by his we ll*mingled imitations of 
i/aieh and Virgil \ could I paint nMoie, and the ani- 
Hiatcd wonders of if, i» fuck ftnyn^ and lively coleurs 
ft» Dr. Ymaig his done ; could I dc^ribe its lovely and 
dxeadfol fcuteS) ttilinis of ibch fweetnef:* and terrop, 

as 



THE PREFACE. vii 

sts he hai^ dWciibed them ih his panrphrafe on part of 
the book of Jo^ ; I (hoirid ha\'c a better ground for a 
pretence to appear among the writers of vedc, and do 
more fervice to the world. Cocki I jmifatethofc admi- 
rabie repFefentationsofhnniannatureandpaflion, which 
that ingenious pen has given us, who wrote the late 
volumci of Ef'ijih' from the Dead to the Livhrg, and 
LeiUn Moral and kftierfainhfgt 1 fhould then hope for 
happtef fiicccfs in my endeavours to provide innocent 
and improving diverfions ibr polite ^outh. But fincc 
I ran Dotft of iit^e more than an inclination, and a 
wiih that way, I muft commit the provifiou of thcfe 
amofenients to fuch celebrated authors as I have now 
mentioned 4 and to the n(?ng geniufes of the age : And 
may the honour of poefy be retrieved by them, from 
flic fcandal which has been caft upon it, by the abufe 
of verfe to loofe and profane purpoles. 

If there are many of tl»efe pieces- which may (eem 
to carry in them fomething too youthful atKi trivial, I 
entr^t «jy friends to remember, it is a colfeftion of 
foch c«rapofitions of this kind, from my early year?, 
»sl have found among my papers; and if 1 had ne- 
ver pobHihed them myfelf, \ fear it would have been 
dond iomt time or other, by perfons into whofe hands 
they might have been difperfcd ; and then the many 
mineled blunders, which always arife from frequent 
ttanicriptions> wouH have utterly difguf!ed the reader, 
as well as- brought a double difgrace upon the writer. 

It 18 impoffibk for the niceft and mod corrc<ft pen to 
avoid the offence of thofe readers who carry an excefs 
of delicacy always about them, much lefs do I expeft 
ft here : ner is it within the power of any- man who 
writes, to efeapc the cenfure of thofe whofe minds are 
fo full of vile and uncleanly images, that they will 
impoie their own difhoneft and impure ideas upon 
words^ ef the moft diftant and innocent ftumd. Every 

low 



viii . T HE- PR&FAC E. 

low and malicious wit may turu <;vcn facred lailguagc 
to wicked and abominable pqrpofcs, and clap a fet of 
bcrverfe ideas on the pureik didion. — Where neither a 
David nor a Paul, neither prophets nor evangelills are 
fafe, no human writer (hou Id cxpedl an exemption.; 
but die crime is dill in him that conflrues, not in him 
that writes. It* O/eo finds an ill favour in every 
place where he comes, I fufped that he has fomeibiil 
ulcer about him ; and when I hear Flavifiut vg^\ me; 
on a fnowy day, that the ground looks yellow^ I may 
venture to pronounce that flavinm has the jaundice. 

As foe tne charaders which are found here in fome 
of the £!]prays, 1 profefs folemnly there is not one of 
the vicious. or foolilh kind that is defigned to reprefent 
any particular perfon. I never thought it proper to 
have mankind treated in tliat manner, unlefs upon fomc 
very peculiar and extraordinary occafions, and then I 
would leave the unpleafing work to other hands.— It 
has been the aim and defign of my life, in my hours of 
leifure^ as well as in my feafons of buiinefs,. to do 
what fervice 1 could to my fellow-creatures, without 
giving offence. I would not willingly create needlefs 
pain or uncafinefs to the mofl defpicable figure amongll 
mankind. 1 here are vexations enough diilributed a- 
mongH the beings of my fpecies, without my adding 
to the heap : And yet I confefs I have often attempted 
to hit the fore part in general; but it was with this fin- 
cere intent, that the wife and thoughtful, whofocv er 
they are, may feel their difeafe, and be healed. — My 
readers may be afl'urcd therefore^ that though the vices 
and the follies, which arc here difplayed, may appear 
10 be as juft and fincere a reprefentation, as if they 
were all borrowed from life, yet they are not features 
enough to defcribc any perfon living. When a refled- 
in? glafs (hews the deformities of a face fo plain as to 
fomt to the pcrfpn« he will fooner be tempted to break 

the 



THE PREFACE. ix 

the glafs, tlian to reform his bkmiihes : But If I can 
find any crrot of my own Happily dcfcnbcd, *in fomC 
'^eral charader^ I am then awakened to reform it in 
nleoce, without the public notice of the world; and 
the moral writer attains his nobldl end. 

My particular friends, to whom I have fent any of 
diefe pii^fcs, willffcnerally be pleafe4 to read. ijicp in 
print, and addrefled to a feigned name, racnor than 
thetr own : thii I found the fafefl way to avoid'ofivnce 
on all hands ; and therefore I have not mentioned one 
;proper name here» but what was in print before. ' ^ 

In the difpo£tion of thefe pieces^ I pretend to no 
Drder, but only^ aimed to divcrfify every (beet of the 
Colleton vidth verfe and pfofe. In a nofegay, or a 
£ower-pi£ce, ng man expedls an exad regularity of ft*' 
.tuation among the jparts that compoie it : it is fufficient 
if the colours and tragnince entertjun the fcnfes with a 
-grateful CDnfufion.' 

^ , I preft me nobody will expcft, in foch a book, an 
entrance into deep arguments, upontitfficult fubjcdisof 
any kind av hatfoe var. The deiigi^^s to pleafe and pro- 
fit every -gentle reader, without giving any pain and 
fatigue to (he mind. " If anv thing here written may 
. induce ftrangers to take up io good an opinion of tlie 
writer a^tb peruTe any 1 of his ptb^r works« it is hh 
hearty de&ie and prayer, that they find abundant com- 
f^nfation in their own improvemeixts in knowledge'^ 
virtue, -or piety, and may thereby grow fitter for uie 
heavefily w6rki ; to which important and happy end aU 
our.lafaNOura here on earth fhould confpire, and even 
our amufements, whether wc read or write. A^nffi. 

NfiWJHCTON, \ T w ' 

Man^z^ 1734. J i.vy*. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

THOUGHTS, 

I N 

PROSE and VERSE. 

I. SEARCHING AFTER GOD. . 

SINCE we find in ourfc'ves, that we think and 
leafon^ we fear and hope, and, by an aft of 
our will, we can put this body of ours into va- 
rious forms of motion, we may" boldly pronounce that 
nve arei and that nxje U've\ for we arc confcious of 
adlivc power, and life, and being. 

But where is the hand tiiat made us, and that gave 
us this life and this power ? We know that wc did not 
make Qurfelves in time pad, becaufe .we oannot pro- 
mife ourfelves a minute of time to come : We feel' no 
power widiin to prefer ve ourfelves a moment, '.nor to 
refcue or with-hold this being or thib life of ours fr<Mn 
the fuddea demands of death. 

. . . . B • . . ; ii , . '-y* 



2 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

It is evident yet farther, that we did not giv^e our- 
felves theiieTronarous properties and powers which we 
poffefs ; for, though we are fenfible of many defici- 
encies and imDerfeClions, yet neither the moft perfedl, 
nor tfoe tpod gefeJlive ainongjft us, can add to'oiirj^r*?- 
fent felf the leaft new power or property. While we 
are all furrounded with wants, which we cannot fupply, 
anti expofed to death, which we cannot* a void, it is a* 
r^diculouft. pretence to be our own makers. 

We conclude then with affu ranee, that we are the 
work of fome more powerful and fuperior hahd ; but 
how we came firfl into being, we know not : the man- 
ner of our original exiftence is hid from us in darknefs : 
we are neither confcious of our creation, nor of^the 
po^er^wJiich created us. He made, us, but he hid 
himfelf from our eyes and ears, and ail the fearches of 
fenfe. He has fent us .to dwell in this vifible world, 
amidft an endlefs.uari^ly of inidg^^ figures, and co- 
lours, which force themfclves upon our lenfes; but he 
for ever difclaims all image, colour, and figure him- 
felf. He hath fet us, who are inftrior fpirits, this 
talk in thefe regions of mortal fle(h, to fearch 2xAfeel 
after him, if haply ive may find the fupreme, the fefr- 
nitc, and eternal Spirit. We arenczr a-kin to him, 
evcni^/> onun offsprings but we fee not our Father's face; 
nor can all the powers of our nature comie at the know- 
ledge of hira that made us, but by the labours and in- 
ferences of our reafon. We toil and woik backward 
to find our Creator : from our prcfent exiftence we 
trace out his eternity; and, tfarou^ the chain of a 
thoufand vifible efie^, we fearch out the firft, the in- 
▼ifible, and almighty Caufe* 

' For. the moft part, indeed, we are fo amtifcd and 
cngrc^ed by the things of fenfe, that we forget our 
Maker, and ace thoughtlcfs of him that gave as be- 
ting: or, if we feek and follow after him, it is on a 

cold 
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cold fcent, and >vith laky enqtitries; and wh.:n u*. 
fancy we perceive fomcthinjy oi liim, it i^.nt a dilliinv.*, 
and in a dulky twilight. \Ve ef^A' fome/^iut b^am-i, 
fome gliHimcriiigs of his glory breaking througli tlie 
works of his hands; but he bimfelf li-nidb bjhind the 
veil, and does not ihew himlelF in open light to tlic 
fons and daugbteis of mortality. iiMppy creatures, 
if we could mfke our; way fp oeat him as t.o behold 
the lovely and ijdorable l)b*utie^Qf bi^.-n^tnre ; if we 
could place oiir fouis f<) dire^ly ain<ief Fhs kinddl in- 
fluences, as to. feel ourfelviC* adore him in the moft 
profound humility, ani love him, .with .iaoft /fublime 
aSedlionl 

My Godj I io^eandl adore; 
But fouls that love would know thee mpre* 
Wilt th0n .far cycr hidq, and ftand 
Behind the labo$rB -of iky: band ? 
Thy liand unfden fuftaids the poles, 
On wjbieh thb huge creation .rolls ; 
The ftarty arch proclaims thy power. 
Thy pencil glows in every flower : 
In thoQ&Bd ihapes and colours rife 
Thy painted wonders to our eyes; 
While beafts and birds with lab'ring throats. 
Teach us a<jOi> in thoufand notei. 
The meaneft. pin ia nature'^ fram^t 
Mark^ out fome letter of thy name. 
Where fenfe can readi or fancy rove. 
From hill to hill, from field to grove, 
Acrofs liic wavei, around the iky. 
There's not a fpot, 01 deep, or high. 
Where the Creator has not trod. 
And left the footftep of a God. 

But are bii footfte]^ all that we. 
Poor grovelUiig wormi»> muft know or fee P 

' Bz ihou 



4 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

Thau Maker of my vital frame, 
• Unveil thy face; pronounce thy name. 
Shine to my fight, and let the ear 
Which thou haft form'd^ the language hear. 
Where is thy refidence ? Oh i wLy 
Doft thou avoid my fcarching eye. 
My longing; fenfe ? Thou Great Unknown, 
iSajr, do the clouds conceal thy throne ? ■ 
Divide^ yo clouds, and let me fee 
The Powfer that gives me leave to be. 
'Or, att" thoff all diffus'd abroad 
= Through botihdlefsfpace, a prefent God, 
Unfeen, unheard, yet ever near ! ;. 

What (hall I do to find thee here ? 
Is there not fortifc itnyfterious art - - ■ 
To feci thy prefence at my heart I 
To hear thy whifpers fofr land klndi' 
In holy filence of thte rilind ? ' i j' ■ i^^^ 
Then reft'my thoughts ; nor linger roart) " " 
In queft df joy, for Heaven's atliebiel . 

But, oh! thy beams of vyartneft .lt»vsi ;•- 
Sure they were made for worlds afeov^j; ' 
How (hall my foul her powers extehd, • 
Beyond where time and nature end. 
To reach thofe heights, thy bcft abode. 
And meet ^hy kindeft fmilcs, my Go b ? i ' 
What ihall I do ? I wait thy icall > ^ 
Pronounce the word, my life, my all* 
Oh, for a wing to bear me fax^ ' ' *■ --• •'' 
Beyond the golden rtiorning-itfar'! ^ • ^ i- 
Fain would I trace th' immortal way, . ^v 
That leads to courts c^ endkfs day, - 
Where the Creator itands confers *d. 
In his own faircft glories drcfs'd. - -^ 
Some fhining (pmt'-hitlp me rife. 
Come waft a ftiangcr diroogfi the ik^s $^ ' 

• Blefb'd 



i!f PROSE AND VERSE. 

Blcfs'd Jesus, meet roe on the road, 
Firtt offspring of th' Eternal God, 
Thy hand ftiall lead a younger fon. 
Clothe me with veftutes yet unknown, 
And place me near my Father's throne. 



) 



II. ROMAN IDOLATRY. 



IT has been an old temptation to mankind, almoft 
ever fince human nature was made, that we defire 
to find out fomcthing juft like GOD. Hence arofe 
a great part of the Idolatry of ancient ages, and of 
alraoft all the Heathen world: hence the Ikilful and 
-impious labours of the Statuary and the Painter : hence 
all the gaudy glittering images, and all the monftrous 
ft\ape5 that poflefs and inhabit the temples of the 
Gentiles, They" were all defigned to reprefent the 
(hining glpries, or the adive powers of Divinity. The 
fruitful brain of the Poet and the Prieft have yet far- 
ther multiplied the images of the Godhead, to make 
h appear like fomething which we can feel, hear, or 
fee. But, to luhom Jhall n.ve liken God? luith 'what 
likenefs <willye compare nn: f faith the holy One of I/rael ; 
^Ifa. xl. 1 8, 25. He is, and will be for ever, the 
- Great Inimitable ^ and the Infinite XJnkno'wn. 

And yet this folly has not fpent itfelf all in th« 
Heathen world. The Jenui/b nation was often fond 
of Idols, and they would more than once have the 
figure of Divinity among them ; though the wilder- 
nefs of Sinai in the days of Mofes^ and the tents of 
Dan and Bethel in Jeroboam % reign, gan bear witncfs 
that it looked, much more like a calf than a God. 
;^rW toe often fell in with the reit of the nations, 
B 3 apd 
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and changed the ghty of tie incorruptible God into a» 
image made like to corrt^tibl^ mant (t^^d to birds^ and 
four-footed beafii^ and creeping things, 

7 he Chriltran \^orld iirdeed has mudi clearer light, 
*nd nobler dlfcoveries of the invHibfe nature of<3 0D ; 
and yet how has the Romifh church fallen into grofs 
idolatry, and, m thisrefpeft, with profane attempt they 
have painted all the IplefTed Trinity ! Whatfoevcr 
pretence they may derive from the hinnan liature of 
the Son. of God, or from the dove like appearance 
of the Holy Spirit, to draw the figures of a dove or 
a man, as a memorial of thofc fncred condefceniioH^ ; 
yet I know no fufficient warrant they* cah have to fty 
m the very face of divine prohibitiori, and to paint 
and carve the figure of God the Father like an old 
man, when he never appeared among men in any bo- 
dily forms ; and our Lord Jefus himfelf fays of him. 
Ye ha've neither heard bis *voice at any time^ tforfeen his 
Jbape^ John v. '37. 

But this Fopijh church defcends yet to meaner ido- 
latry ; and becaufe Chrift, who is God manifeft in the 
ffjhy reprefcnts himfelf, in a metaphor, as the bread 
fflife, to fupport and nourifh our fouls, therefore 
they turn their Saviour into a real piece of bread : 
they make a God of dough, and they devour and they 
worfhip the work of the baker. O fottifh religion, 
and llupid profcfibrs ! Could we ever have imagJA- 
' ed, that fuch an abfurd fuperlHtion, 'that gives the 
lie grofly to fenfe and reafon at once, (hould ever find 
room in the belief of man, in fpite of all his fenfible 
alid his rational powers ? Could one have imagined, I 
fay, that fuch a glaring falftiood, that (hocks at once 
our intelle^ual and our animal faculties, (hould be 
lodged and foftered in the bofonl and heart of dhe 
fons of Adam f But cxperierite here exceed* imagi- 
nation. 
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nation. What a fhameful reproach and fcandal is it 
to human nature, that 2^ faith loithfo much tionfen/e in it^ 
ihquld overfprcad whole nations, and triumph over the 
largeft part of the knowing and refined world! But 
every dawning day-light is a witnefs of thefe. national 
idolatries, tli^ie fcan&ls to mankind, and all their in- 
tellectual glory. Every iun that fets or rifcs in fome 
part or othier of the earth, beholds mukitudes of fools 
and philoibjjhcrs, ploughmen and princes^ acknow- 
led^pg the bteaden Go^,. bending the knee to the 
wa&r cake^ and bMving towards the facred repofitory 
of the kiiefitierfldoL ' 

It was tht £m ambition and iniquity of man to 
afieift t fef bidden l^enefs to God; there is infolence 
added to the ambition, when we bring down God to 
our le^> and make him a puui, like ourfelves : But 
wh^ we fink the Deity beneath our own nature, when 
we make a meit^susmai ottitgetabU of him, and turn 
him into a bit of fenlelefs pafte, the madncfs of this 
impiety mufl &r ever want a name. 



in. To PORIO.: The frft Lyric Hour. 

TH£^ is a \ir\t or two that feem to carry in them, 
I know not what (qftncfs and beauty, in the be- 
f inning of that ode ^iCaJimire^ where he defccibes 
is 4rft atteo^pts on the ;harp, and his commencing a 
lyric popt. 

J&is dofmiit in Rofis 
LitUfyne jacfns ft <vioJis Dies^ 

Frim<e cut potui 'vigil 
So/mium Pierid r^mj^re Barhsia, 
Curtff duni ^vacuus Puer 

B 4 Formofi 
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Formojt legerem littora Narvia^ 

Ex illo mihi pofteri 
fhrent Jple dies, &c. 
I have tried to imitate thefe lines, but I cannot form 
them into Englifh Lyrics : I have releafed myfelf from 
the fetters of rhyme, yet I canhptgain my own appro- 
bation. I have given my thougbOts a further loofe, and 
fpread the fenfe abroad ; but I fear there is fomething 
of the fpirit evaporates : and though the elegant idea 
periiaps does not entirety efcape, yet I could wUh for 
a happier expreflion oi it* Such as it is, receive it, 
Dorio, with your ufual candor, corredl the deficiencies 
and reftore the elegance of the Polijb poet, to theifc 
. £x or feven lines, wherein I have attempted s^i 
, imitation. 

'Twas an unclouded ;(ky: The day-ftar fat 
On higheft noon : No breezes fainn'd the grove. 
Nor the muficians of the air purfu'd 
Their artlefs warblings ; while thb fultry day 
Lay all difFus'dand llumb'ring on the bofom 
Of the white lily, the perfum'd jonquil. 
And lovely blulhing role. Then fim my harp, 
l.abouring with childilh innocence and joy, 
Brake iilence, and awoke the fmiling hour 
With infant notes, fainting the fair Ikies, 
• (Heaven's higheft work) the faircnamell'd meads. 
And tall green (hades along the winding banks 
Of A;^ gently flowing. Thence my days 
Commenc'd harmonious ; there began my (kill 
To vanquifti care by the fweet-founding ftring.- 

Hail happy hour, O bleft remembrance, hail ! 
And banifti woes for ever. Harps were made 
For Heaven's beatitudes : There Jejp'% Son 
Tunes his bold lyre with majefty of found. 

To 
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To the creating and all-ruline power 

Not unattenrive : while ten thoufand tongues 

Of hymning Teraphs and diibodi'ed faints. 

Echo the joys and eraces round the hills 

Of Paradife, andfpread Messiah's name« 

Tranfporting blifs f Make hafte,.ye rolling fphcrci. 

Ye circling funs, ye winged minutes, hade. 

Fulfil my deftinM period nere, and raife 

The meaneft fon oi harmony to join 

In that cdeflial concert. 



IV. THE HEBREW POET. 

n/s Ode reprefenU the BifficHlty of a juft Traffjlatioft of 
the Pfalms of David, in aU their Hebrew Ghy ; 
ivith aft apology fir the I mil at ion of them in Chriftian 
Language, 

f The £rft hint borrowed from Cajimire, Jejffka 
quifquisj iff Cm Book i v. Ode 7,] 

I. 

SHEW me the irian that dares and fingd 
Great David's verfc to Britj/h firings : • 
Sublime, attempt ! but bold and vain ' . 
As building Babels tower again, 

^- il» 

The Bard * that climb'd to Coopers-Hilly ■ 
Reaching at Zion, fham'd his (kill, 

.■ . t ' And 

* Sir y^bn Deniam^ wHo ^tned great reputation. <tl>y hi^ 
p<$einy -CiiMed Co^pirff-Jfill^ failed . in his tranflat'ion pf the 
Pfalms of Daviei, 

Bj 
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Ai>d bids the ions of Albion own, 
THat Judah*s Ffaliruft reigns alone* 

WL- ' 

Bleft Poet! now, ISkt gftntlt Ti^mes, ' ■ " 
He fooths our ears with filver ftreams : 
Like his own Jordarty now he rolls. 
And fwecps away our cat>tive fouls. 

iv. . 

Softly the tuneful Ihepherd ieadd 
The Hehretjj flocks to flow'ry mc^ds ^ - 
He marks their path with notes divine. 
While fountains fpring with oil and winc/ 

Rivers of peace attend his fong. 
And draw their milky train along; 
He jars ; and, lo I the flints arc broke^ 
But honey iffues from the itock* 

VI. 
When kindline with vid^orious fire, 
He (hakes his la nee acrofs the lyre : 
The lyre refounds unkndwn alarms^ 
And »sts th' thunderer in arms. 

VU. 
Behold the God ! th' almighty King 
Hides on a temper's glorious wing : 
His enfigns lighten round the ik^. 
And moving legions found on high. 

vm. 

Ten thoufand cherubs wait his courfc. 
Chariots of fire and flaming horfe : 
£arth trembles ; and her mouDtains £dw> 
At his approach, like melting fnow. 

But who thefe frowns of wrath can draw> 
That ftrike heav'n, earth, andhell, with awe? 

Red 
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Red lightning from his eye-lids broke; 
His voice was thander, htdl, and fmoke. 

X. 
He fpake ; the cleaving waters fled^ 
And flars beheld the ocean's bed : 
While the great mafter flrikes his lyre. 
You fee the frighted floods retire : 

XI. 
In heaps the frighted billows ftand^ 
Waiting the changes of his hand : 
He leads his I/rael through the fca. 
And watry mountains fuard their way. 

Turning his hand with fovereign fwecp. 
He drowns all Eu^ft in the deep : 
Then guides the tnbes, a glorious band, 
Throueh defarts to the promis'd land. 

XIII. 
Here camps with wide embattel'd force ; 
Here gates and bulwarks ftop their courfe : 
He ftorms the mounds, the bulwark falls. 
The harp Hes ftrow*d with ruin'd walls. 

XIV. 
See his broad fword £ies o'er the firings. 
And moves down nations with their kings j 
From every chord his bolts are hurl'd. 
And vengeance fmi^ the rebel world* 

XV. 
Lo! the great Poet Ihifts the fcene ; 
And (hews the face of God ferene: 
Truth, meeknefs, peace, fajvation ride. 
With guards of juflicc, at his fide. 

XVI. 
No meaner mufe could weave the light. 
To formhis robes divinely bright; 

B6 Or 
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Or frame a crown of ftars to (hine 
With beams for Majefty divine. 

xvff. 

Now ia pFophctic light he fees 
Ages tdcome, and dark degrees : 
He brings the Prince of glory down^ 
Stript of his robe and ftarry crown. 

XVIIL 
See ye<wi and Heathens fir'd with rage j 
See^ th^ir combining powera engage 
Againft th' Anointed of the Lord, 
The Man whom aqgels late ador'd ; 

XIX. 
God's only Son : Behold, he dies! 
Surprifing grief! The groans arife ! 
The lyre complains on every firing. 
And mourns the murder of her King. 

XX. 
But Heaven's Anointed maft not dwell 
In death : the vanqnifh'd powers of hcH 
'Yield to the harp's diviner lay ; 
The grave rcfigns th' illuftrious prey. 

Messiah lives! Messiah- reigns! 
The fone Ai^mounts the airy plaips, 
T' attend Ikr Lord with joys unknown^ 
And t)ear the Vidor to his throne. 

xxn. 

Rejoice,, ye fiiininfi| worlds on high,. 
Behold'the Lord of glory ni^h : 
Etemal doors, your leaves difplay. 
To make the Lord of glory way. 

XXfil. • ' 
What mortal bard has Ikill or force 
To paint thcfe fcienes, to tread this courfe> 
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Or fumilh through di' ethereal road 
A triamph for a rifing God ? 

XXIV. 
Aftonifli'd at fo vaft a flight 
llirough flaming worlds and floods of ligh^ 
My mufe her awful diilance keeps. 
Still following* but with trembung fteps, 

XXV. 
She bids her hn^ible verfe explain 
The Hebrruj harp's fublimcr ftrain ; 
Points tpher^^viottrftiU^ and fiiows 
What courfe the Sun of Glory goes. 

. XXVL 
Here he afcehds bcfhind a cloud 
Of incenfe *, there he fets in blood + ; 
She reads his labours and his names 
In fpicy fmoke -f » s^d bleeding lambs f • 

XXVIL . 
Rich axe the graces which fhc draws 
From types, aiid (hades, and Jenuifl? laws; 
With tl\oufjafnd glories long foretold ' 

To turn the future age to gold. ^ 

XXVIII. 
Grade is her theme, and joy, and love : 
Defcend, ye blcffings, from above. 
And crown my fong. « Eternal Gop,' * 

Forgive the mufe that dreads thy rod* : 

^ XXIX. 

Silent, ftie hears thy vengeance rdil^ 
That crufhcs mortals to the foul. 
Nor dares aflume the boh, lior (beds 
Th' immortal curfes on their heads* 

Yet 

• ChrlJ^'% InterceflSon. \ HU Stcrite« 
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XXX. 

Yet (ince her God is ftill the fame. 
And David' ^ Son is all htx theme. 
She begs fome humble place to fing 
« In fiOQceit widi Judea*^ King. 



V. THE THANKFUL PHlLOtoPHER. 

AMONG all the uf^ul and emertkining ftudies 
of philofpphy» there is noofe to worthy of man 
as the fcience of human nature. There is none that 
furnilhes us with more wonders of divine wifdom, or 
gives higher occaiion to adore divine goodnefs. Cba-' 
riftus, 2L gentleman of gre^t pietv and worthy has 
fpent many aa hour upon thist d^lightfikl theme. In 
tne midft of his meditations one day, he was debating 
thus with himfelf^ and enquiring what fort of being 
he w^s. 

Now I ftand, faid he, now I lie down ; I rife again 
and walk, I cat, drink, and ileep ; my puUe beats, 
and I draw the breath of life i furely I have the parts 
and powers of an animal; I am a living body of flefh 
and blood, a wonderful engine, widi . many varieties 
of motion, But kt me con£der alfo what other ac- 
tions I perform. 

I think, I meditate and contrive ; I compare things 
and judge of them; now I doubt, andithen i bielieve; 
I will what I a^, ^nd fometimes wifh what I cannot 
a^ : I defire jwad' hope for what I hav« not, as well 
as am confcjous of what I have, and rejoice in it: 
I 'look backward, and furvey ages paft, and I look 
Jorward into what is to come: furely I muft be a 
fpirit, axhinking.power^ ailcMii^ fomediing very dif- 

tina 
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finft from this machine of matter with all its (hapc* 
and motions. . 

Mere matter^ put into all' poflible motion, can never 
think, reafon, and contri^'e ; can never hope and 
wifh, as I do, and furvey diftant times, the paft and 
future : yet it is as impoffible alfo that a mind, z/oulf 
(hould walk or lie down, (houid eat or drink; but I 
feel, I know; I am affured I do all thefe. I perform 
fomc aftions that cannot belong to a fpirit^ and fome 
that flelh and blood can never pretenA to. 

What am' I then ? What ftrangc kind of bdn^ is 
this, wWdi is confcious of all thefe difltrent agencies, 
both of matter and fpirit ? What fort of tliins; can I 
be, who feem to thmk and reafon in my head, who 
frel and am confcious of pain or cafe, not at my heart 
only, but at my toes and lingers too ? I conclude 
then, I can be nothing elfe but a compounded creature^ 
made up of thefe two diflinft beings, fpirit zndi mooter; 
or, 9S we qfually exprefs it, foul and irody. 
• It is very plain alfo to me, upon a fmall inaniry, . 
that ^this body and this foul did not make them^elvetf, 
nor. one another. But, did not I myfelf join eheib 
two different natures together when they were roade^ 
Did not my foul take this body into union with it- 
felf? By no means: for the firft moment that t 
knew any thing of myfelf, I found the powers of 
diQught working in animal nature ; that is, I found 
myfelf foch a compound being as I now am : I had'nO 
more hand in the union of thefe two principles, or in 
the compofition of mvfelf, than I had m the maBng of 
thofc two diftinA bemgs of which I am compounded: 
It was God only, that great God who created both 
parts of me, the animal znd the mind, who aKb joined 
them together in fo ftrangc an union ; and if 1 were 
to enter into, die xxfyileries x^ ^ts iimon> it would 

open 
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open a wide and various fceee of amazement at his un« 
fcarchable wifdom. 

B^ut let me examme a little: was there no ancient 
and early kindred betweea- this particular Spirit and 
this Jlejh of mine, this mind and this animal ? Is there 
i)o original relation, no eflfential harmony and ipecial 
CQngruity between ray body and my foul, that mould 
iinalie their union neceflary ? None at all that I can 
tfin^, either by my fenfe or refleftion, my reafon or 
experience. . Thefe two beings have dwelt above thir- 
tjry^aft together, ftrangely imited into one, and yet 
J have never been able to trace any one inftaiice of 
previous kindred between them. This mind might 
We been paired with any other human, body ; or this 
i)ody with any other mind. I can find nothing but 
tfee fovereign will of God that joined this mind and 
,^is animal body together, and made the wondrous 
compound : it was he ordained mo to be what I am, 
m all the circumftances of n^iy nativity.. 
. Sceftlthpu, O my foul, ^that unhappy cripple lying 
at thy neighbour's door, that poor mif-ihap>en piece 
-of human nature ? Mark^ how ufelefs are nis limbs \ 
^ <:an neither fupport nor* feed himfelf. Look over 
.againft him, there fits one that was blind from his 
biyth, and begs his bread. If thou hadll been ori- * 
-finally united to. either of thefe pieces of flefh and 
blood, then hadft thou been that poor cripple, or that 
very Wind beggar* 

Yonder lies a. piteous fpcdacle, a poor4nfant thai 
came into the world but three months ago, its flefh 
icovered with ulcers, and its bones putrifying with its 
father's fins : I he&r its whining cries, and long pi- 
teous wailings; its bitter groans touch my heart, and 
awaken all my tendernefs : Let me fland and reileft a 
little. Surely I had been that wretched thing, that 

> "fittlc. 
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little, pinine, peridiing infant, and all thofe pains and 
agonies had ocen mine, if Goo had referved my foul 
in his fecrel counlels till a few months ago, and then 
confined it to that unhappy manfion of difeafcd and 
dying fl^. 

Once more let my eyes afied my heart. What a 
ftrange awkward creature do I fee there ! The form 
of it has been as the form of a man^ but its motions 
feem to be more irregular, and the animal more fenfe- 
]efs than a very beaS: yet they tell me, it is almoft 
forty years old. It might have been by this time a 
datefman, a philofopher, a general of an army, or a 
learned divine; but reafon could never aft nor (hew 
itfelf in that difordered engine. The tender brain was 
ruffled^ perhaps, and the parts of it diflurbed in the 
very embryo, or perhaps it was flxaken with convul- 
fions wheia it firft faw the light ; but the place of its 
birth was the fame with mine, and the neighbours fay, 
it was born the next door to me. How miferable had 
I been, if, when that body was prepared, my foul had 
received order to go but one door farther, to fix its 
mortal dwelling there, and to manage that poor dif- 
abled machine f And if the fpirit alfo that reiides there 
iiad been united to my flefh, it had been a fad exchange 
for me : that idiot had^ been all that I was by nature, 
and I had been that idiot. 

My meditations may rove farther abroad, may fur- 
vey paft ages and diftant nations, and by the powers 
of fancy, I may fet myfelf in the midft of them* 

Had this fpirit of mine been joined to a body form- 
ed in Lapland ov Malabar ^ I had worihipped the images 
of Thor or Eramma ; and perhaps I haa been a Z^^- 
ii7W wizard with a conjuring drum, ox 2l Malabafian 
prieft, to wear out my life ia ridiculous Eaftcm cere.^ 
monies. 

yC^lHP Had 



is mis€ellan:eous thoughts. 

Had my foul been' formed and united to a Brifijh 
body fifteen hundred years ago^ I had been a painted 
Briton^ a rude idolater, as well as ray' fathers ; a fu- 

ferftitious £)/'/7/<?' had been my higheft diarailcr, -and 
Ihould ha\ne paid my abfurd devotions to fome fan- 
cied d(?ity, in a hug£ hollow oak, ^d lived and died 
in utter ignorance of the true God, and of Je^us my 
"Saviourr Or had my f{)irit been fent to Tu^ke^y Mht 
hornet had been my prophet^ and die ridiculpu^ ftq- 
rics of the l^ordn had been all 'ipy hope of eternal 

■lift. ■ ■ . ■;■ ■ . 

"If 'Qnaih(f the fla|;terer ft6pd by,. I khp\v what l\e 
would Iky, for he hastdd mc already, that as mv fta- 
tvire is tall and manly, fo my genius is too fublim.e 
^nd bright to be buried under tnofe clouds of dajk- 
ncfs. Laft week he praftifed upo^ mv vanity, fo fs^r 
'as.to fav, •* Charjftus has a fpuj and re^fon, which 
;f^ would have led him to the knowledge of the true 
:•* QoD, if h^ had been born in th? wifds of Americ^^ 
'«• and had for his fatlier a faya^c /ro///?//, or his ancef- 
''^* tors had been all A^/zr^^/z;?/^/ Indians." But I gave 
him a juft and (harp reproof for his want of fenfc, as 
weH as for his flattery. 

Fond fooliib nian, to imagine there are nogeniufcs 
*Whrch outlhine we in the wild and barbarous world, 
no bright and fublime intellefts, but thofe which are 
appointed to aft their part in the nations of Europe! 
'^ood fenfe and natural fmartnefs are fcatt^rcd among 
moft of the nations of manjcind. There are ingenious 
'Africans^ American wits, Philofophers and Poets in 
Malabar \ there are both the fprightly and the ftupid, 
the foolifh and the wife, on this and on the other 
^de of the great Atlantic ocean : but the brighter pow- 
ers of nature cannot exfert themselves and mine in the 
fame glory, when the affairs and circumftances all 

around. 
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around them are mean, and low, and dcfpicable ; when 
their Kfe, and time, and all their pqwe^s from 'their 
vcryinfency are en>ployed in providing a ibrry fufte- 
nance fbr the Body, aiW fiippJying rtie importunate 
appetites of nature^ 

xiad I the largefl (hare of natural underftanding 
and fprightlincfs, far beyond what my fri«ids can ima- 
gine, all the advantage of it would have been, that 
perhaps I had fliaped a nftcr bow, or fet the feathers 
on an arrow for fwifter flight than 'my neighbour : 
perhaps I might havcfooncr hit. the ffyihg partridge » 
and l?id a furcr trap for a wild goofe or a pigeon ; I 
had learned to outwit the brutal creation witn more 
fuccefs ; egregious vlAory and triumph ! Or if I haji 
employed my bcft fpirits and vigour in the affairt of 
my religion, I ipigh^ have danced in more antic pof- 
tures ropnd fome facred bonfjre, and contrived forae 
ne«v fupci^itipns, or perhaps authoriTiedfome new gods 
or eoddeffes ; or might have howled among my felloWs. 
with more hideous airs than they» and have worfhipped 
the devil witii more ^eal aftd aftfvity. Wretched pre- 
rogatives of a fprightly nature, left without the beams 
of illuminating grace! 

To thee, O my God, to thee arc due my eternal 
praifes ; and to thee will T offer the humbklt acknow- 
ledgments and fongs of highelt gratitude, it is thou 
halt made my compounded nature what it is, in all the 
comfortable and hopeful attendants t^f it: thou haft 
not joined my fpirit to the difturbed brain of an idiot, 
to a crippled capcafe, or a piece of rumpled deformity. 
Thou haft given to my foul a body, with its proper 
limbs, and organs of fcnfe, capable of aftivity, con- 
verfe, and fervice among the reafonable world. Bleffed 
be my God for ever, fliat he has appointed me to aft 
my part in Giwi Britain^ while it is a land of divine 

light; 
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li^t ; he has placed my foul in fuch a dwellings anft^' 
with fuch circumftances among thefons of men> ^^ 
may, thiiough his grace, prepare it for the company* 
of angels, and for his own blifsful prefence in the' 
world above. 

•But has not my fpirit been deprefled by a fickly 
conflitution, and confined to a feeble engine of flefh, 
under daily diforders? .Have I not fuftained many 
borrows on this account, and wafted fome yezis among 
the infirmities of the body, and in. painful idlenefs ? 
Are there not feveral fouls favoured with a more 
eafy habitation, and yoked with a better partner:? 
J Are they not accommodated with engines which have 
mpre health and vigour, and fituated in much more 
happy circumftances than mine ? What then ? fhall 
.i repine at my lot ; and murmur againft my Crea- 
..tor, oecaufe he has made fome hundreds happier than 
.1; while I fur vey whole nations, and millions of 
; mankind, that have not a thoufandth part of my 
bleilings? 

J dare not complain, O.my God, that I am not 
one of the few who enjoy the higheft pleafures, and 
the moft eafy circumftances on earth; but I have 
infinite reafon to adore thy diftinguifhing goodnefs, 
who haft not fufFered me to be one of the miferable 
millions! 



VL THE PRAISE OF GOD. 

WHAT is praife ? It is a part of that divine 
. worfhip which we owe to the power that 
: made us. It is an acknowledgment of the perfedions 
: of God, afcribing all excellencies to him^ and con- 

fefting 
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fMng all the works of nature and grace to proceed 
from him.' Now, when we applv ourfelves to this 
work, and drefs up our notions of a God in magni- 
ficence of langusCge, when we fumifh them out with 
ihining figures, and pronounce them in foundine 
words, we fancy ourfelves to fay great things, and 
are even charmed with our own forms of praiie : 0utt 
alas ! the higheft and beft of them, fet in a true light, 
arc but the feeble voice of a creature, fpreading be* 
fore the Almighty Being that made him, ibme of his 
own low and little ideas, and telling him what he 
thinks of the great Odd, and what God has done. 
When the holy Pfalmift would exprefs his honour*- 
able^'thoughts of his Maker, they amount only to this, 
TJifou art gDod^ and thou doeft goody Pfal. cxix. 68. How 
inconfiderable an offering is this for a God ! and yet 
fo condefciendhig is his love, that he looks down, and 
is well pleafed to receive itr Let us meditate on this 
a little, and learn how utterly -unworthy our higheft 
attempts of i^Hhip, iahd' dur* moft . refined ilrains of 
^aife,' are of divine, afcdeptance; • ' 

• 1. We can teUGou hut a-^eryUttli of nvhat he isy 
or has done. How fmall a portion* do we know ! and 
how mean muft our praife b^ ! Now, to fpeak of the 
worth of another fo ve/y poorly and imperfeftly, 
would be* an affront among men ; yet the great God 
takes it well at our hanldsi when we labour to fay 
^hat we know ef hisf greatnefs or his goodnefs. Our 
lyiighteft idcias ef him dclipfe his glory, ^and. our high- 
eft language ^ fink; beneath the dignity? of his .n»- 
•ture;" Gad ii great\ and twe kkoiio him 4iot, Job xxxvi. 
26. ht is exalttd above our prai/es^ Neh. ix. v. 

- 2.Wc can'- tell G OX}- nothing hut iivJbat he knonvs 
much hetier bimfrlf. It is not to incrcafe his know- 
ledge- wfaeiv we fpreadotti own coQBcerns before h^mrin 

' ;■-" • frajer; 
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prayer \ for he kwOwn wliiafc w^.-are^'wHatwfottfc frartic; 
what are ofur w'eakaeiTe^.Mi)^ 'o«r. w^ats^.f^r lietteft 
tban we ouj^^ vqs ' aire acquainted w'xxh • the^ : mucb • 
Ids wfaeni t/.t pn^i/t '\\\m* icaii, wp jar^fume tp-kaov^ 
whacGoD is, or what lie .does, or tell him any thifig 
that feUtes to himfelf, but what be kpew ^terA^ly 
before tts*. and kno\vs infinitely better than we do;: 
9ireciinaiM nenewideasjtohis iiikid, nor enlarge oiie 
o^ W aw(i- ideask -. .> ; • '• ; 

^» We fan otily t^U Q0V nxihat a/^Is^ 4nd haf^j^ 
/wis fell hm mtre of; ^indm^a frtfub l^ii€r pianwr 4 
And yet' all:. thai togek can £ay bears nO;plrqportiof^ 
to .what G0D is ; £or. if it did, God were i^ot in^v 
plttb Should a little emmet, that feels .the fun-beams 
lift up its head, and fay, O /un, t^ou art ivarm; a 
creq>mg infed.that knows nothing of the nature, the 
^ory, the wionderful. pr^perfie^, operations, and ef* 
£^6is of ithis prodigious anq-aftoniihing woddof ^ ; 
itothing of it& various atui adniirablie aiotiQ|ivf,,<eal or 
jfuppofed« . nothing of its vaft cirqumference ^d grcat^ 
nefs ; yet this defpicableemaaet.give^.prajfe to the(aa 
jnuch more thanwi^can dato oiir-Gpi>,aiach more.than 
iangels can do, more than ail created nature can do ^ 
bccaufe there is fonie;piX}portion between the piaiief 
,of this creeping wojon, and the glories of the fun ; th^ 
are both finite: bat the gjories of our God- are :inii^ 
nite;. therefore no created praife bears any ^propqrr 
tion. It is only the Godhead that can fulfil .vts 6wa 
•praifes^ that voice that built the heavens and the eatth 
•can tell what God is, and wh^t God has donCt :^ 
.he pronounce a word, and create all tlungs l^ it> it in 
only that word can pay him fufEcient praife. 

How far then arc our feeble and liiean eifays of wor- 
•ihip from addine any. thin^ to our Maker! A ifony 
^t gives heat and:^lojy tQ.tb^/ua» by tilling it it is 

w'anflu 
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warm, as much as all the acclamations of heaveti and 
eartb can add real glory to the bleflcd God. His cf- 
fcntial perfedion3 are uncapable of receiving the kaft 
grain, of addition from all the thoughts and tofigucs 
cf the intelle^ual' world. His own idea of hkhfclf ii 
his nobleft praife. 

How far are the mod exalted praifes we pay to 
Cod, below the danger of flattery ! Flattery exalts 
a thing beyond iis nature and ixl^rit ; but no fellowt 
creattire would call himfelf Eaitcred, (hduid . we fpeak 
of him . in fo mean terms, and fo much below his 
worth, as .we muft do when we fpeak -tUc highed 
praifes -of our God that our thooghts -caft reacjii to : 
and yrt, Pfal. 1. 23. He that offeMh fi^ai/e^ glorifies 
me, O divine :condefcenfion, that a God will elteem 
oor defpicable praifes fome of bis glories I 



Vn. A MEDITATION FOR THE FIRST 
OF MAY. 

WHAT aftonifhing variety of artifices, what in- 
numerable milbons of exquifite works, is thp 
God of nature engaged in every moment! How glo- 
rionfly are his all-pervading wifdom and power em- 
ployed in this ufe/iil feafon of the year, this fprii^ ol 
natural What infinite myriads of vegetable bemgg 
is he forming this very moment, in their roots and 
braddies, in their leaves and bloflbms, their feeds and 
fruiti Some indeed begun to difcover their bloom a- 
midft the fnows of January^ or under the rough cold 
blafts of March ; xhofe flowers are withered and va- 
niihed in Aprils and their feeds are now ripening to 
pccfe^oB. Others are «ihewing tfaiunfelves this -day 

in 
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in alt their blooming pride and beauty; and while 
they adorn the gardens and meadows, with gay and 
glowing colours, they promife their fruits in uie days 
of harveft. The whole nation of vegetables is under . 
the divine care and culture ; his hand forms them day 
and night with admirable (kill and unceafing opera- 
tion, according to the natures he firft gave them, and 
produces their buds and foliage, their flowery bloilbmsy 
and rich fruit in their appointed months : their pro- 
grefs in life is exceeding Iwift at this feafon of the 
year; and their fuccemve appearances, and fwcet 
changes of raiment are vifible almoft hourly. 

But theie creatures are of lower life, and give but 
feebler difplays of the Maker's wifdom. Let us raife 
our contemplations another ftoiy, and furvey a nobler 
theatre of divine wonders. What endlefs armies of 
animals is the hand of God moulding and figuring 
this moment throughout his brutal dominions ! What 
inuneoic flights of little birds are now fermenting in 
the egg, heaving and growing towards (hape and life! 
What vaft flocks of four-f<jotcd creatures, what droves 
of large cattle are now framed in their early embryos, 
impriiohed in the dark cells of nature! and others 
perhaps are moving towards liberty, and juft prepar- 
ing to fee the light. What unknown myriads of in- 
fects in their various cradles and nefling places are 
now workingtowards vitality and motion! and-thoo- 
■fands of them with their painted wings juft beginning 
t(V unfurl, and expand themfelves into Buttering and 
-day-light ; wliile other families of them haveforfaken 
their huflcy beds, and exult, and glitter in the warm 
fun-beams. 

An exquifite world of wonders is complicated even 
in the body of every little infed, an ant, a gnat, a 
mite, that is' fcarce .vifible to the naked eye, • Admt- 
* • rablc 
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rable engines ! which a whole academy of philofo* 
phers coald never contrive ; which the nation of poets 
nath neither art nor colours to defcribe; nor nas a 
world of mechanics (kill enough to frame the plaineft, 
or coarfeft of them. Their nerves, .their mufclcs, 
and the minute atoms which compofe the fluids fit to 
run in the little channels of their veins, efcape the 
notice of the mdft fagacious mathematician, with all 
his aid of glafles. The a^ve powers and curiofity of 
homan nature ait limited in uieir purfuit, and muft 
be content to lie down in ignorance. — Hitherto Jhall yt 
£0^ aud no further. 

It is a fublime and conftant triumph over all the 
intellednal powers of man, which tne great God 
maintains evenr moment in thefe inimitable works of 
nature, in theie impenetrable recedes and myfteries of 
£vine art ! And the montli of May is the mod (hining 
feafon of this triumph* The flags and bafiaers of 
Almi^ty Wifdom are now difplayed round half the 
globe» and the other half waits the return of the fun» 
to fpread the fame triumph over the Southern world. 
Tlus very fun in the firmament is God's prime minifter 
in this wondrous world of beings, and he works with 
/bvcreign vigour on the furface of the earth, and 
{preadshis influences deep under the clods to every root 
and fibre, moulding them into theif proper forms, by 
divine dire^oil. There is not a plant, nor a leaf, nor 
one little branching thread, above, or beneath the 

nndi tbaf cfcapes the eye or influence of this benc- 
t fbr : an iUuflrious . emblem of the omniprefence 
and ujiivcrfal aftivity' of the Creator. 

But has this all-wife Creator, this fupreme Lord 

of aR nature, no intelledual prime minifler at all in 

thefe his dominions? Has he delegated all hig powess 

16- dial bulky globe of fire* which we call the fun, 

C that 
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that inanimate and unthinking mafs of matter ? Is 
this huge burning; and fenfelefs body commiffioned to 
penetrate every cfark cranny of nature, either with its 
light or heat, and to animate every atom in the I'fege- 
table and animal kingdoms.; and yet no intelledlual 
being, no fpirit fo much a- kin to Goo, as to be fa* 
vourcd with the like exten five vicegerency ? Though 
the light of reaibn does not tell his name, yet has not 
revelation informed us ? Yes, Airely ; there is a man 
after God's own heart, the fairctt image of the Creator; 
and nearefl a-kin to him, amon^ all the works of hia 
hands : there is' a Man, and his name is Jefus, who 
liolds moft intUnate and perfonal union with the God* 
head, in whom all divine wifdom dwells bodiljr, and 
to his care has the {>*athier committed all the infinite 
varieties of the vegetable and animal 'worlds. . By him 
are all thefe wonders produced in the cour& of provL' 
dence, as by an under-agent in the kingdom of nature. 
Is not the government of heaven and earth put into his 
hands ? Is faenot made Lord of principalities and powers^ 
of men, angels, and devils, and of all their works ? And 
can we think that he has been denied the government 
of the lower parts of his Father's workmanmip ? Does 
he not roana^ all things in the world of erace ? Soreljr 
then we may infer, he rules as wifely and as fpacioafljr 
in the upper and lower regions of the creation, as an 
intelledlual and confcious mflrument of the providence 
of his Father, God. Mj Father nvorketb hitherto, 4md 
/ mKrk. J and my Father art one. And e'vety cre^MPK 
nvhich is in heaven^ and on the earthy and under the eardiy 
and/ucb as are in the fea^ and all that are Jn them^ beard 
J/aying^ Bkffing and hinonr, and glmy and fowr, be 
to him thatjttteth upon the throne^ and to the lamb fir 
euerande^er. Ament 

vra. 
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VUl. DIVINE GOODNESS IN THE 
CREATION. 

THOSE authors have been veiy entertaining to roe, 
who have taken a furvey of the ivi/Hom o/God ia 
the works of nature ; fuch are tlie Reverend snd piooa 
Mr. Ray, in his treatife on that fubjedl ; Mr. Derbam, 
in his two volumes written on that divine theme; and 
the Archbiihop of Cambrayy in his demonftration of 
the exiflence ot G o d . Bu 1 1 do not remember to havd 
read in tliofe authors this one inftance of the wide- 
fpreading diffuiion of divine goodnefs, through this 
lower world, viz. That the moft univerfal and con- 
iplcuous appearances, both of the earth and iky, are 
orfigned for the convenience, the profit, and plea- 
fure of all the animal creation ; all that we fee aoove 
Ds, and all beneath us« is fuited to our nourifhment or 
to our delight. 

What ismore necelTary for the fupport of life, than 
food ? Behold the earth is covered with it all around ; 
grafs, herbs, and fruits for beails and men, were or- 
Sained to overfpread all the furface of the ground, fo 
that an animal could fcarce wander any where, but his 
food was near him. Amazing provifion for fuch an 
imroenfe family ! 

What is more joyfiil than the />^^//* Truly the light 
isfweety fays the wifeft of men, and ^pkttfaut thing it 
b to heboid the light of theyi/w. Sec the whole circuit 
of the heavens is replenifhed with fun-beams, fo that 
while the day lafts, wherefoevcr the eye is placed, it 
is furrounded with this enjoyment: it drinksrinthe 
cafy and general blefTing, ^nd is thereby entertained 
with all tSe particular varieties of the creation. It is 
light conveys to our notice all the riches of the divine 
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workmanfhip ; without it nature would, be a huge and . 
eternal blank, and her iufinite beauties for ever un- 
known* 

Again, What arc the fwcctcft cohurs in nature, the 
inoft delightful to the eye, and moft refrdhin^ too? 
{Surely the ^nrxr and the blme claim this pce^eniinence. 
Common experience, as well as philo(oph7 tells us, 
that bodies ot blue and green <x>lojirs fend us fuch rays 
of light to our &ye9^ as ace leaft hurtful or oficnfive ; 
vrt can endure tKem longeft ; whereas the red and the 
yellnnjDy or orange colour, fend moce uneafy rays ia 
abundance, and give greater confufion and pain to the 
eye ; they dazzle it fooner, and tii« it ^uicklv with a 
httle intent j^zing; therefore the divine Goodne/s 
idrefled all the heavens in hlue^ and the earth in rreen» 
Our habitation is overhung with a canopy of moft beau- 
fiful axur/e, and a rich o^^j^/ pavement is fpread undb: 
our feet, that die eye may be pleafed and eafy whexe- 
foever it turns itfelf, and that the moft unrverfal ob- 
jefts it has to converfe with might not impair the fpi- 
fi$s, and make the fenfe weary. 

When God the new-made world f«rvcy*d. 

His word pronounc'd the building goodi 
Sun-beams and light the heavens array d. 

And the whole earth was crown'd widi /W* 
IL 
Colours that charm and eafe the eye. 

His pencil fpread all nature round ; 
With pleafing blue he arch'd the iky. 

Ana a green carpet drefs'd the eronnd, 
IIL 
liCt envious Atheifts ne'er complain. 

That nature wants, or ikill, or care : 
But turn their eyes all round in vain, 

T avoid their Maker's goododft dicre« 

IX, 
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IK. THE SACRED CONCERT OF PRAISE, 
I. 

COME, pitlty birds* iy to this verdant {hade» 
Hen let oar difixtnt notes ia piaife confpire : 
'Twas the fame hand your painted pinions ipread. 
That fprm'4 isy aobler powers to raife kis honoai* 
hieher. 

IL 
Fair fongfters, come ; betieath the iacred £rove 
We'll fit, anid teach the woods our Makers name : 
Men have forgot his works, his power, his love, " 
Forgot' the mighty arm that rear'd their wondroiM 
Mrame. •- 

HL 
I fearcb the crowded coort, the btffy (lieety ' ^ 

Ron through the viUages, trace tv^y road u 
In vain I ieurch ; for eveiy heart I meet 
Is bden with the w^rld, and empty c^its G«0* ,\ 

IV. 
How fiiall I bear wilh-nM»4o ipead my days ? 
Dear feather'd innocents, you pleaife me bell : 
M^ God has fram'd your -voices for his praife. 
His high defigns are anfwer'd by your tuneful brcaH., 

Sweet warblers, come; wake all your cheerful tongue^ 
We join*with angels and their heavenly choirs : 
Our humble airs may imitate their fbngs, 
Tho' bolder are their notes, and purer are their fires. 

VI. 
Had I ten ^oufand hearts, my God, my Love ; 
Had I ten thoufand voices all are thine : 
Where love enfiames the foul, the lips muft move, 
I^or (hall the fong be mortal where Uie theme's divine* 

C3 X. 
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X. THE WORLD A STRANGER TO GOIX 

I. 

INFINITE Bcaaty, cveriafting Ibrt, 
How are our hearts, our thoQg1it8« eftrang'd from 
thcc! 
Th* eternal God fnrrounds us; yet we rove 
In chace of airy toys, and follow as they flee. 

IL 
Ob I could I cry, and make the nations hear» 
From North to South my voicd (hould teach thy name : 
I'd tell them that they bov their jovs too dear. 
And pay immortal fouls for glittering duft or fame. 

IIL 
Almighty Power, break off thei^ chains of fenft^ 
Melt them away with love's celeflial fire. 
Create the world anew ; let man commence 
A feraj4i here on earth, let man to Hearea afjpir^ > 



XL PURGATORY. 

9* I 'WAS a gainful contrivance of the prieils of 
X Rome, to ^x£\ a buildine between heaven and 
bell, where to difpofe of good Chriflians after dcatb, 
till they are completely fit for heaven : This is Paw- 
gatory; a place wiiere the remaining vices of the dying 
roan are purged our with fire: the torments of it arc 
faid to be equal to the torments of heH, apd diflfcr only 
in duration. Thofe fouls for wham ^ prUfi h hired 
to fay moft raafles, are fooncft freed from the relics 
of iniquity, and get the fpeedieft releafe to the heaveniy 
regions. This fills the cotters of the clergy by the legacies 

of 
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of the dead : every one that leaves the world, takes foiBc- 
thing away from his friends and his heirs to purchafe 
prayers for himfelf, and to fhorten the anguifh of his 
purification. Even that excellent man, the archbifbop 
of Cambro)^, in his pofthunu>us book, called his ^/rr- 
mal Works, (peaks of the neceflity of this porifyine 
fire, for good Chriflians to bam out the remnant <? 
felf-love, by teaching them patience, and entire refie- 
nation of the will, and perfe^ contentment under the 
ficty difciplinc. 

But I cannot imagine how this dodrine (hould be 
any temptation to men to become profelytes to the 
rhurch of RomtB One inftance of this kind, which 
I am going to relate, methinks fhould affiright per- 
fons for e^'e^ from taming papifls. 

Fromedon was bred in the proteftant faith, but hav- 
ing a foperftitious turn of mind, and being much in^ 
■prcfled^y the difcourfe of an uncle, who was a devout 
catholic, he began to waver, and was inclined to 
change. He' went lately to pay a vifit to this uncle oil 
liis (Kathbed) where, after manycroflings andanoinf- 
ings, and holy charm^, he faw the dying man continue 
i^iJi in the utmod dillrefs and horror ; for, notwith- 
flanding all the devotions of his life, and the ceremo* 
nies at his lafl moments, yti^ according to the doArinet 
of his own church, he thought himlelf plunged into 
torments equal to hell: his f!eih was convulsed, and 
. his foul confounded at the thoughts of fuch immediate 
an^ilb. He ordered, in his will, five hundred pounds 
"worth df maflcs, yet he was not afTur^l whetner the 
•ftate of hi« purgation wodld continue months, years, 
or ages. Amidft thefe agonies, Promedon faw his unde 
^pire> and performed the laft kind office to dofe Kts 
eyes; 
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In his return home> he talked thus with himfeif : 

* What! Can the Pope promife no n>ore than this? 

* Mud a man, that is almofl fit to be fainted^ be fedt 

* to hell, for a feafon, till the priefts are well fce'd to 

* fay prayers enough to fetch nim out of it } Is die 
' mercy of God lo limited^ ia the popifh dodrine^ 

* and reduced to fuch a fcantling, as not to fave ua> 

* without fome atonements of our own ? Is not the 

* blood of the Redeemer fuflScient of itfejf to jjurchafc 

* our full pardon, but we muft buy part of it, witp 

* the anguifh of our fouls, after death ? Cannot the 
« bkffed Spirit make his own fanftifyiog work'perfcft^ 

* but the'.nre of purgatory muft help to bum out ouf 

< fins? Has not Christ promiied me^ in the Bible^ 
' that if I 2im faithful till deaths I (hall receive a croum 
^ of life t and has the prieft power to delay my crowh» 

< and keep me fo long out of the pc^efliop, till has 

* mafles and prayers Ihall bring me into it ? Is not all 

* the grac? bt the gofpel a fufficient fecuxitv aeainft ,tlip 
/ pains of hell, but after all my faith, ana the ijjiboui;^ 

* of .niy devotion^ I muft be Qonfigned to hclIiib*toi>- 

* ments, coloured and fbftened with another name? 

* Does no.t the word of God give encouragement tp 

* hope, thjit wjien ive depart hence loe JhaU he luitb 

* ChrjR? that when I am ahfent from the body I (hall 

* htpre/eui ivith the Lord? And this is not only xh^ 

* bldTmg of an apoftle, but even a difciple of Cit;^ cjf 
.* thelow^ft rank, ^nd whofe charafter could make np^ 

« pretence to ;«erit, has tlie fame privilege. A thief 

* upon the crof^ put to death by the band of juftig: 
« for bis ^ime?, and who, as fome divines fuppofc^ 

'* had rcYikd pur Saviour j,uft before, (bccaufe fome oJF 
« tbc facred hijlorians charge both the thieves wit(i 
*« reviling him :) fuch a wretch, I fay, who 'dicl'Vjjot 

* begin to repent till he began to die, has a * pro- 

* mife. 
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* imfc from our blcflcd Lord, that he (hoald be wi/h 
' him tK Paradife that *very day^ becaafe hit repentance 
' and faith were iincere. And, according to thefe 

* enconragements of the gofpel, have I not heard of 

* many a religious protcftant dying upon the faith of 

* the New Teftament with joy, and «)od afTurance of 

* his immediate entrance into bleffedncrs ? And are 

* thefe terrors and agonies of fpirjt, which I juft now 

* beheld, all the confolation that the Prieft of Rome 

* will allow to fo religious and devout a man as my 

* uncle was ? 

* Farcwel ; farewcl, ye deceivers: my Bible (hall 

* be my only ^ide ; and the grace of God for ever 

* preferve me in that religion which puts fo much ho- 

* nour on the fufferings of our bleffed Saviour, as to 
*' fecure heaven to a good man as foon as he deparo 

* from earth.' 



XIL THE TEMPLE OF THE SUN. ' 

iF I were an idolater, and wotrfd butld a temple 
for the Sun, I (hould make the whole fabric to- 
confift of glafs ; the walls and roof of it fhould be* 
aI)over tranfparent, and it fhould need no other win- 
dows* Thus I might e^^ery where behold the glory 
of the Goto I worlSip, and feel his heat, and rejoice; 
iii his lighir and partake of the vital influences^ of that' 
illuftrious ftar in «very part of his temple. But may- 
sot this happlnefs be obtained without fbrfaking the' 
true Go D«. or falling off to idolatry ? 

Sorely the blcfl^ ordinances of Chriftianity are' 
thus contrived and deigned. Such are baptiAn and 
^ LordVftppcr, preachings prJiying, and pfalmo-- 
# G5 ily. 
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dy. Thcfe inftitutions of worfhip arc chofen and s^p- 
pointed with fuch divine wifdom, that they reprcfent. 
to us the glory of the fevcral perfe^ons ot our God, 
in his works of nature and grace, and tranfmit the 
beams of his power and love to enliven and to com- 
fort our dark, and drooping Ipiriis. When we are 
brought 9 as it twtre, bj his ffirit^ into his courts ^ the 
glory of the Lord nuillfill the hou/e^ and We fhall hear 
him /peak to our fouls. The Sun of righteoufneis will 
ihine into our hearts: All the powers of our nature, 
will rejoice in the light of his Majefly, and under the 
rays of his nncrcy. We frequent his fandloary with 
delight, to behold the beauty of the Lord there, to feel 
the warm fhines of divine goodnefs, and partake of 
his promifed ialvation, Ezdc. xliii. 5» 6. Pfal. xxvii. 
4* and Ixixi. 2» But, to cany the fimilitude yet for* 
dier, 

Suppofe, when we had finifhed this Heathen tem- 
ple, and balked there with pleafure, under the rays 
of my bright idol, fome fanciful and ingenious pain- 
ter Ihould attempt to cover the building all round 
with his own ornaments ; fuppofe Raphael himfcif 
Ibould ufe his pencil with exquiiite art, and with 
mingled colours and images, of rich variety and beau» 
ty, overfpread all the walls, the doors and the trand 
parent roof of it ; how would this feclude the Sun's 
beft influences, and (hut this idol deity out of his 
own tejnple ? Now, though the image of the ^un 
ihould be drawn there ten thoufand times over in 
lilies of gold, with a pretence to reprefent him in all 
bis wondrous effeds, yet every line will forbid the 
entrance of a fun-beam^ and the worfhipper within, 
moft dwell in twilight, or perhaps adore in darknefs ; 
he maft lofe the true fight of his planetary God, and 
the benefit of his cheering beams* Not the richeft 

A ikiU 
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ikillofa Zeuxis or AfelUs, beautifying the walls of 
thUfabnc» could ever fupply the abfencc of the f un« 
or compenfate the lofs of light and heat. 

Such are-the rites and cejftmonies of human wifdom» 
when tbqr 'are contrived as omameots to divine wor- 
(hip. A.facred inftitution, mingled with the devices 
of men, is» in truth, nothing elfe but j^^t/j, darkened 
nvith the colourt of a famter, laid thick upon it.-~ 
Thefe inventions may appear to the fancy, not only 
grave and ^decent, W artful and honourable too; 
Siey may pretend ailiftance to the devout worlhipper, 
and glory to God himfelf ; but in reality they ex- 
clude him from his own temple. Sometimes they 
fiiew a painted idol in the dead of him, for nothing 
can efie^ually reprefent God, but his own pure ap- 
pointments ; and lb far as the ornaments prevail above 
thefimple ordinances, they prevent all the kind in- 
fluences of his power and grace ; for he vouchfafes to 
tranfmit thefe no other way, but through his own in- 
fttttttions. When the church of Rome hmours Cod 
n;i4tb bar li^» and her priefts fet up their threjholds by 
TKj tbrejhtdds, faith the Lord, and their fojh by my fofis, 
tiey have rven defiled my hely name by their affommo' 
tiotu ; and iftvain do they nuorjbip me^ teaching for doc* 
trinei the commandments of men* Ifa. xxix. 1 3. com* 
pared with Matth. xv. 8, 9, and Ezek. xtiii« 8. 
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XHL THE MIDNIGHT ELEVATION. 



NOW reigns tbc; night m faefifablinfteft noon, 
Nacure lies hufli'd ; ^e ftarsitfieir watches kqep f 
1 wait thy influence^ genrk flcep j . . 
Come, (hed thy choiceft poppies down 
On every feqfer f^.tst flumbers read my eye^, 
Tir'd witljL thefe fcenes of day, widi paiacod^vaoioie^ 

Jn VMO I WJ(k» ia vaitt Itry- 
To <dofe my eyes, atid.leBrh to die;. -^ > 
Swe^t &]n|b^ from my rcftleis piilbw ffy ^ 
Then be my thoughts fereae as day» 

Ee fprtghtly as the light. 
Swift as the (un's far-fhootiog ray>y 

And take a vigqrous flight : . . .1 . 

Swift fly, n\y foul, tranfcend thefe duflcy (kadr 

And Uace the vital workl that lies . [m^bfir 
Aeyond thofe glimmering^res that gild j^jmL cheei riit 

Theie Jesvs reigns^ adored name i 
, The ^«;ond on tl^ throne Aipreme i 
la whpf^ myfterious form combine 
pleated glories and divine ^ 
The joy and wonder of the realms above :• 
At his command all their wing'd fqaadrons move^ 
Bum with his fire, and triumph in his love« 

IV. 
There fouls released froq? f artb's dark bondage lives. 
My Reynolds there, with Sinve and Bcj^ie axe found ; 
Not time nor nat;ure could their genips bound. 

And now they foar, and now they dive 
In that unlimi table deep where thought itfelf is drown 'd« 

The/ 
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They aid the ferapks while tlj^ fing, 

God is their unexhaaOcd theme ; 
light, H(t, and joy ffom chat immortal fprinp 
O^eiflow the bkued mlllioQ^'with an endkfa ftreara. 

Amaziffg ftaie ! Divine abode ! [GoDr 

Where fpirki-find their hearen- while they are loft iiv 
V. 

Hail, holy fools, no moreconfin'd 

To limbs ian)i b<)fie6'thal elog ^e mind, 
Te have efcap'd the fnares, and left the d^o^ behind^ 
VWe wretched ptiioAcrtf here belov^,^ • - 

What do we lee, or learn, or know. 
Sat icenea of variow iotly> gd^, and- w^e f 
Life's buzsnng ibbttds^ atld*flatt'ring colours play 

Roond our food feofe, and wafte the day,^ 
Enchsmt the fanfcy; vc!x the labouring fool ; 

Each rifing fon^ each lightfome houT^ 
fidiolds the bufy fkr^ery we endure.; 
Nojr is our freadom fuH, or iconfemplatio'n ^r&^ 
When night and facfcd filence ov^rfprcad the pofe* 

ll^iM&&, thov'lme afcended-raind,^' 

£mploy'4 in various thouj^hts and tuneful £ong^. 
What happy moment (hall my foul uiibind. 

And bid me join th' harmonious throng f 

Oh lor a wing to rife to thee ! 
Wh6ik Ihall my eyes iheie heavenly wonders iee ? 
When fhall I tafte thofe comfo>t^>ith an tw^ itf n'd? 
VII. 
. ]|lottoBapace,yefphere9<iibHmey , 

Swift drive the chai^ot round, illuftriout thoon't 
Uafte> ail ye twinkling itteafurera of time, 

.Yc* can't folfi^ yo»r courfij too Axm. 
Kindle, my languid powers^ oeleftiel Ipve, 
Point all my paiiions to the courts above. 
Then fend the convoy down to guard my laft remove* 

Thrice 
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Thrice happy world, where gilded toys [joys ! 

No more orfturb our thoughts, no mofe. (lofll^te oar 

Thefe light and (bade Succeed no more by tums,^ 
There reiens th' eternal fun vei;th;an: unclouded, ray. 
There all is calm as- nighit, yet all jmiporital day. 

And truth for ever mines, and love forever bums* 



XIV. THE HOWQURABLE MAGISTRATE. 

IN VI DO was a man qf a thieiwd underftandtng, 
but had fo much ill hiin>our in his make, that hie 
could fpeak well of oobodv ; Yet there once hap- 
pened an incident in converiation, that betrayed him ; 
and even while he was pra^fin^ his own malicious 
temper, he was furprifed into the acknowledgemeift 
of (uperior worth, and paid a. nobler teftimony to 
virtue. 

^he ftoty luas this, 
A friend of mine had drawn* up it.cbdiader of an 
excellent magiftrate, where, among other admirable 
qualifications, theie were inferred. 

— * He never aimed at fuperiority over hit neigh- 

* boors; though, by the bounty of jurovideiice he 

* srew. nc)ier Uian they ;r he had the univerfal refpefi 
« due to goodnefs, long before he was made great ; 

* and when his fellow^itizen^ voted him into power 

* and .honour, he furveyed the province with a jnft 

* reluAance, and Ihrunk away from grandeur ; nor 
' could any thing overcome his iinceie averfion, hot 

* afenfeofduty, and hope« of public fervice. 

♦ Be 
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* He paffed through the chief offices of the city, and 

* left a luftre upon them bv the pradice of fuch vir-, 

* tue and fuch piety as the chair of honour has fel- 

* dom known : thole who have attended that court, 

* lince the year of his magiftracy, fearch the regifter 
« backward for twenty annual fucceflions, and confcfs 

* he has had no rival. ■ 

* While he ftood in that eminence^ he furveyed the 
' whole nation^ took a juft view of its wants and its dan* 

* gcrs; and by the divine bleffing (which his daily re- 

* tirements engaged on his fide) he fecured the nation's 
' bcft intereft^ the exclufion of a child of Romr from. 

* the throne of England^ and the fucceiTion of a pro- 
' teftant government. At the appointed feafon he 

* refigned, with pleafure, the fatigues of power, the 

* tirefome hour oi (late, and the tedious train of pomp 

* and ecjuipage ; but he daily fulfils the duties of 

* fubordinate authority, to the terror of vice, to the 
« . fupport of the good, and to the reformation of a 

* finful land. He vindicates the poor with courage, 

* againfl the oppreffion of the mignty, and fends gay 

* criminals to the place of corre^ion ; he puts the ricn 
' Of&i\ders to public fhame, as well as the poor, and 
' lie doth it with a noble fecurity of foul : fo fpode(« a 

* character fears no recriminations. 

* When the days of public fhew and proceifion rc- 

* turn, he hides himfelt often at his country- feat, and 

* makes evtry trifHng obflacle a fuificient excufe for, 
' his abfence from honours^ fcaHct and gold: But 
' none fo zealous and conflant in their attendance on 

* the hours of bufinefs; and,, at the honourable board, 

* there wa» no feat empty fo feJdom as his» Neither 

* gain nor divcrfion can tempt him afidc, when the 
« duty of his pofl requires his prcfence, and the 
^ public weal demands his coanfeli. His health/ 

' his 
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** his eafe, and hh dbte are at {he call of ^ hi» 

• country ; his life lies ready too for the fame fcrvicc ; 

• but his nation gives thanks to providence that has 

• not demanded the precious facxihce. 

' He has no fpreauingdimenfions, nor lofiy advan- 
' tages of ftature, whence he might look down upoa 

• the multitude, and command them into reverence ; 

• but fuch unblemifhcd virtue has grandeur and ma- 

• jefty in it, that it fpreads fear and refpeft around* 

• When he goes out to the gate through ihe ciiy, hfc nci- 

• ther wears nor needs .the cnfigns of honour about 

• him, nor attendants follow him in theftriet\ the vain 
' youvg men fee him^ and hide themfel'ves ; the aged arife 

• and jiand up. When the car hears him y theft it bUffed 

• him ; the eye that fees him gives ^vcitnefs to him ; ht' 
*' caufe he has delivered tJye diflrejfcdfoul that cried^ he hat' 

• relitruedthefatherle/s,and%m that had none to help. The 

• hh£ing of thofe that are ready toperifh comes daily upon 

• him^ and he caufes the twdcnvs heart to fing for joy^ 

• He is d father to the poor^ and the caufe luhico he knonvs 

• not hefearches out. He breaks the jwws of the 'wicked f 
•. and plucks thefpoilout Qf their teeth ; Job xxix. 

* The viJcft wretches of the earth cannot but love 

• the man> while they hate the reforming magiftrate.- 

• Not the united malice of his word enemies can find 
•. any ucafion againfl him, but concerning theUtw of God \ . 

• and were it not upon that account, he would- have na. 
' enemies at alU 

* The world wonders and enquires, whence all thefc 

• accompli (b men ts ! How did this man arrive at this 

• true 2reatnef«} and all thefc uncommon excellencies! 

• Thole who are his intin?atc» know the fp/ing of. 
^ dieip« He makes the word of God his daily coun- . 

• fellers, and he feeks dire^Hoiis from heaven in all 
' Us affairs on earth : he reads the examples of Dankl 

*- and 
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* and ^06 in his bible* and joins them together in hi» 
< own piadUce ; for he tbinki one of them alone too 
.« little for a Chriftian.' 

When I had read this in a room where I/rvido wu 
piefenty one of the company commended tlie ingenuity 
of my friend in drawing up fo fair, fo divine a charac- 
ter. Some of them gave it as their opinion, that the 
excellencies and good qualities were fet too thick to- 
Igether^ and that uierc was no fuch perfoa in nature, 
uerefore it mod be the ujtte work of fancy : they 
£onfefled it was well ima^ned* i( was a fine pi^bire, 
but there was no (uch original.''— 

Imv/dt had no longer patience to hear fuch compli- 
ments paiTed on the writer; but, with his ufual eagernefs^ 

* Your friend, faid he, was never capable of compofinjg 
« fuch a piece ; there is not a line of it owing to his 

* own inventbiH for the whole charader is a mere 

* copy. This friend of yours has lived fome years in 
' Awmms'^B family, and has only ftole his pidure.' 

Yon are much ii) the rights /ttfvido ; it was ib.de- 
^ed ; and I am ^lad the features are fo very wdl 
>)ached» an^. the hkenefs ib fiaely preferred, that a 
man of your temper ihould confent to know the piece, 
ifaould name the original, and confels. die likeneis. 

Happy Albimu^ and favoured of heaven beyond 
idle coq^i|iof) fj^te even of the bed of men, when envy 
kfidf ia^G^nq^raine^ to pay public honours to his merit* 



^/Wf h t'ESSON OF HWMILITY. 

HOW vain a thing i^ man ! How ready to be 
puffed up wixh eyeiy breath of applaufe, and 
to forget that he is a creature, and n (Inner L He that 
* I J. «aa 
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can bear to be furrounded with approbations and ho- 
noor8> and yet keep the fame air and countenance, 
without fwellin^ a little at heart, hath paiTed an hour 
of temptation, and come off conqueror. As thefiuingm 
f^tforfil'vert and the furnace for gold tfi is a man to Sit 
fraife^ Prov. xxvii. 21. 

Eudoxus is a gentleman of exalted virttfc, and un-> 
ftained reputation : every ibul that knows him. fpeaki 
well of him ; he is fo much honoured, and fo well be^ 
loved in his nation, that he mud flee his country if he 
would avoid praifes. So fenfible is he of the fecret 
pride that has tainted human nature, that he holdb 
himfelf in perpetual danger, and maintains an ever- 
lading watch. He behaves now with the fame mo- 
defty as when he was unknown and obfcure. He re- 
ceives the acclamations of the world with fuch an 
humble mien ! and with fuch an indifference of fpirit 
.that is truly admirable and divine. It is a lovely pat- 
tern, but the imitation is not eafy. 

I took the freedom one day to aik him, how he ac- 
cjuited this wonderful Humility, or 'whether he was bora 
with no pride about him ? * Ah ! no, (faid he, with 

* a facrea figh) ; I feel the working poifon, but I ke^ 

* my antidote at hand ; when my friends tell me oT 

• many good qualities' and talents^ I have learned 

• from St. ?i»ul to fay. What have I that I ba^ ndt 

• ftapved^ My own confcioufnefi of many- folHet 

• and dns conftrains me to add. What ha*ve I that / 
< have not miJtikprvOed f And then re&fon and religion 

* join together to fupprefs my vanitv, and teach mc 
' the proper hnguage of a'crtature and a fiaiier ; J^hai 

* then have I to glory in? 

1715. 

' xiv: 
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XIV. THE WASTE OF LIFE. 

ANERGUS was a young gentlemao of a good 
tStsLtc ; he was bied to no bufinefs, and cookl 
not contrhre how to wafle his hoars agreeably; he 
had no ieli(h for any of the proper works of life« nor 
any tafte at all for the improvements of the mind ; he 
fpent generally ten hours of the four and twenty in 
his bed ; he aozed away two or three more on hia 
conch, and as many were diflblved in eood liquor every 
evening, if he met with company of his own hamoutw 
Five or fix of the reft he fauntercd away, with much 
indolence : The chief bufinefs of them was to contrive 
his meals, and to feed his fancy before-hand with thp 
promife of a dinner and a fupper ; not that he waa 
to very great a glutton, or fo entirely devoted to ap^ 
petite ; but chiefly becaufe he knew not how to env 
ploy his thoughts better, he let them rove about the 
fuflenance of his,body. -Thus he had -made a Aiift to 
wear off ten years fince the paternal eflate fell into his 
hands ; and yet, according to the abufe of words in oiv 
day, he was called a man of virtue, becaufe he fcarce 
ever was known to be quite drunk, nor was his natuoe 
much inclined to lewdnefs. 

One evening as he was mufing alone, his thoughts 
happened to take a moft unufual turn, for they ca^ 
a glance backward, and began to reflect on his manngr 
of life- He bethoughthimfelf what a. number of liv- 
ing being?; had been made a facrifice to fupport his 
4Barcafe, and how mttch corn and wine had .been min- 
gled with thofe offerings. He had not quite loft all 
the arithmetic that he learned when he was a boy; 
and he fet himfelC to compute what he had devoured 
iince-he came to the age of a noan. 

• Above 
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* Above? dozen of feathered creatures, fmall and 
« great> haye, one week whh another, faiidhe, given 

* up their lives to prolong mine, whi(:b, in ten ye^M 
t , tiroe> ambonts to at kaft fix thoufand. 

■ * Fifty fhcep have been facrificed in a year, with 
]» half anccatomb of black cattle, that I might have 

• tiie choiceft part offered weekly upon my tabfc. Thus 
^ a thoufand beads out of the flock and tiie herd hart 
^ been flain, in ten years time, to feed me, bcfidcs^hat 
« the foreft and the park have fupplied me witk 

* Many hundncds of fimes have» in all their varietier« 
^ been robbed of bTe for my repsift, and of the fmallcr 

* fry as many thoufands. 

« A meafure of corn would hardly a£R>rd fine flkmr 
'* enough for a month's provifion, and this arifes to 

* above fixfcorc bufhels; and many hogiheads of alt, - 
< wine> and other liquors, have paifed throngjh thx»> 
'* body of mine, this wretched ftrainer of meat and 

* driii. - ' 

* And what have I done all this time for God or 

♦ maa? What a vaft profufion of good things upon 

• an ufelefs life, and a worthfefs liver T There is not 

• the meanefl creature among all thefe, which 1 have 

* devoured, but hath anfWered the end of its creation 

* better than I.. It was made to fuppoct human aa- 

• ture, and it hath done fo. Every (hcimp and oyfler I 

♦ have eaten, and every grain of com I have devoured* 

• hath filled up its place, in the rank of beines, with 
'* more propriety and honour than I have <&ne : O 

• (hametul wafte of bfe and time !' 

In (hort, he carried on his moral refleclions with fb 
jiuft and fevere a force of reafon, as conflrained him 
to change his whole courfe of life, to break off hit 
follies at once, and to apply himfelf to gain fome ufe- 
fui Jmowkdge, i^hei^ he was nore than thirty years 

of 
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ef age : he lived many foilowing yean, with the cha* 
la^r of a worthy man, and an excellent Chriitian ; 
he performed the Kind offices of a good neighbour ac 
home, and made a (hiaing figure as a patriot in the 
fenate-houfe ; he died with a peaceful confcience in 
the faith and hope of the gofpel, and the tears of hit 
country were dropped upon his tomb. 

The world, that knew the whole fcrics of his life, 
dood amazed at the mighty change : they beheld him, 
as a wonder of reformation, while he himfelf confefled 
and adored the divine power and mercy, which had 
transformed him from a brute to a man. 

But this was a fingle inftance; and we may almoft 
venture to write Miracle upon it. Are there not 
laree numbers of both fexes among our young gentry, 
and among the families of quality, in a degenerate age, 
whofe lives thus run to utter wafte, witboat tht leaft 
tendency to ufefulnefs and reformation^ and <vith a 
fcom of all repentance? 

When I meet with pcrfons of fuch a worthlefs cha- 
ncer as this, it brings to my mind fome fcraps of 
Horace* 

Nosnumtrvtfnmm^ k^frugesconjumerenaiu 

Cuifulcbmmfititim medios dtrmire dmsy Sec 

PARAPHRASE. 

There are a number of us creep 
Into this world, to eat and fleep ; 
And know no reafon why they're born, 
But merely to confume the corn^ 
Devour the cattle, fowl, and fifh, . 
And lei^ve behind an empty dilh ;i 

■■ ■ '■ The 
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The crows and ravens do the fame, 
. Unlucky birds of hateful name ; 
. Ravens or crows might fill their place. 
And fv/^llow corn and carcafes. 
Then, if their tomb-ftone, when they die, 
Ben*t taught to flatter and to lie. 
There's nothing better wiU be faid, 1 

Than that, They've eat up all their bread, V 

Drank uf their drink, ana gone to bed* j 

There are other fragments of that Heathen poet, 
which occar on fucb occafions, one in the firft of his 
Satires, the other in.the lall of his Epiilles, which fecm 
to reprefent life only as a feafon of laxuiy. 

■ " ■ • ■'■ Exa^o cQHtentKS tempore *vit^ 
Cedat uti cowvvvafatur.'^--'^ 
Lvjiftifatis^ edifiifatis atque hihifli; 
Tempus abire twi. 

Which may be thus put into Englijh c 

Life's but a feaft ; and when we die, 
hkrace would fay^ if he were by. 
Friend, thou haft eat and drank enough^ 
'Tis tlnne now to be marching o£F: 
Then like a well-fed gueft depart. 
With cheerful looks, and eafe at heart ; 
Bid all your friends good-night, and fay^ 
You've done the hufinejfs of the day* ^ .* 

REFLECTION. 

Deluded fouls ! That facriiice 
Eternal hopes above the fkies. 
And pour' their Hves out sill in yti&t, 
To the vik idol of their ufte ! 

The 



at a judge» without a hclh 



THE TABLE BLESSED. 

lo we upbraid and condemn the Romifh 
y for pretending to confecrate the wafer for 
)le, by muttcnng a few Lafm words over 
hey cannot underilandl While we abhor 

of the mafs, yet we cannot help fmiling at 
perdition, and pity the ignorance of the 

they believe the bread fufficiently confe- 
hem, to all the purpofes of tlieir (alvadon, 
r never joined with the pried in attending 
6$ of ble^mg : nor indeed was it poffible 

have their hearts engaged in that part of 
I, becaufe it was performed in an* unknown 
/ho is there among us, that does not blame 
i fo abfurd a pra^uce ? And yet we imitate 
liy daily, and think ourfelves unconcerned 
»of. 

fays grace conftantly at a plentiful table, 
ies over his words as a fchool-boy does his 

he whifpers in fo low a voice, as though 



W 
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affert, with very good reafon, that no part of the 
l)read is fandified to the people, at the holy facramentt 
by the communiofi-fervice, where the hearts of the 
communicants are abfent, and never join with die 
church in her prayers : then, why will not Formulo let 
his friends at the table join with him in his Graces ? No 
wonder that the familv and their goefts ftare about 
thoughtlefs, and fit down to their food withbat a 
bleffrng, when the lips that pronounce it do not fufier 
the bkffing to reach tneir edrs. But chapkini ait n6t 
the only {^ons culpable in this matter, nor are :tfacy 
always to blame^ . i 

AJebion, a gay gentleman of one and twenty, was 
prefent at a table, where GoD is addreifed in a moic 
religious manner, and with a devout and becoming fin 
lemnity. He fits down and eats heartily ; he doobit 
not but the food is fufHciently blefifed to his ufe, though 
he never raifed bis thoughts towards heaven; nor at- 
tended at all while the go^d man, Sfremi, perfbnnod 
hisoMoe. A/ebion was bufy in.the.diipofal of hiahat 
and fword, and furveying all the faces in the.CoaMpanlj^> 
while the blefHng of Heaven was fought on the^foodU 

His fifter, Ajebina^ a pert young creature of fiftecDs 
was obferved to employ that minute in drawing crfFhtr 
gloves, adjufting her drefs, giving herfelf wrs, and 
, preparing tor her feat. At the famci time there w«s at 
the table, a pious and elder lady,: a near relation -^f 
thcira, who, with grief, obfefvcd the caJrckfi concbllt 
of ber niece and nephew ; and being feated next abtfte 
Aftb'ma^ (ht had the opportunity to whifper a geli- 
tk admonition, * How can you expedi, nieoe,- a 
< bkffing on your meat, who did not fo much a* lift 

* up a thought to Goo to aik for it?' A^ima- rqpbcd 
• aloqd, with an ^ir of.aflured ignorance,..' I know the 

• chapUa did that for us aUV »aA tbiia.lhe:a&At(Llo 
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Trt dl the coitipany know; that (he received a ferret 
reproof, and defpifed the reprover.. Should it be 
granted here, that the admonttion was a little lU-timed ; 
yet, a is certain, the reply was not a little infolent, 
nor a little irreligbns. 

While we were eating> one of the guefts diverted the 
table with no' improper amufemcnts ; he entertained 
the company with agreeable iind facetious difcourfe, but 
ftill within the mlcs of religion and decency. 

The dilhes being withdrawn, and the table uncovered, 
Stremis ftood dp to confcfude his office ; Afihina Opdied 
her fituflT-hox, and regaled he> nofc; but Afebton em- 
ployed himfdf with ms tooth -pick, and then fet him- 
lelr in iin attitude to wait for the Amin^ that he might 
make his honours gracefully to all the table. 

After dinner theconverfation turned upon the fdbjeA 
^'i' feeing grace before and after meat. When feVeral of 
the (Company had given their thoughts, ^t-r^wiw acknow* 
ledffcd, it' was .not neceflary to offer a folemn and paJT- 
ti'cillar ^tltion to Heaven, on the occjfion of evcn^ 
hit of bread th^t x*re tafted, or when we drank a glaft 
of wine wi|th a friend ; nor was it expelled, we (hould 
make a* fecial prayer when perfons, each for thfcm- 
felves, cook a flight repaft, in a running manner; 
either the general morning devotion is fuppofed fuf- 
'ficient to recommend fbch tranfient adlions and occur- 
renees to the divine bleffirig, or a fudden fecret wi(h, 
icnt up to heaven in filence, might ahfwer fuch a pur- 
tiWfc in the Chr^ian life : but when a whole family fit$ 
9bwA together; to make a regular and dated meal; it 
WIS his opinion, that the great God (hould be folemrily 
1tftkAdw1ed|;bd as the giver of all good things we en- 
joy; and rae prance of our Saviour and St, Paul had 
(6t* u^ art iflultrious e^afaiple. 

• uffeikii' had not yet arrived at fuch impi<^ty , as to 
D pronounce 
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pronounce it a fooliih and fenrelefs cujlom.: but he 
declared his fentiments wltU freeidom^ that * we .might 

* all (hare enough in the grace that was faid for a din- 
' ner,, without putting on fuch a demure cbuntenancei 

* and fuch grave airs, as if we were at church jinUic 

* midft of divine fervice.' j . 

Profane and foolifh fpeech ! but it is hard to (ay, 
whether more foolifh or profane. 

Tell me, Jfebion^ is our addrefling the God of 
lieaven with prayer and praife at meals no part of di- 
vine fcrvice ? Is God never wodhipped but when it 
is done at church? Little !do the(e creatures think » 
what a dangerous thing it is to trifle with an alxnigh- 
nr Being, even ^n the fmallefl a^ of worfbip! Did 
tne great God ever appoint tooth-picks to be a facrcd 
utenfil of our afking a blefling on food? Or, is a 
cloud of fjiufF the incenfe that roufl afcend with this 
prayer !— How thoughtlcfs are thefe mortals ! and how 
unconcerned about the ferious and important things pf 
religion ! Thev behave with fuch a ree'ardlefs, air« as 
though grace oefore meat were a ncedlefs old-fafhioned 
ceremouY^ as though it were enough for the chapbdn 
to worfbip their Kfekcr for the whole family ;. or that 
when they fpeak to the Maj^y of Heaven for a bleflr 
ing on their food, there was no need of a compofed 
countenance, or any fhew of bodily reverence. Yet 
Afehion and Afthwa every morning aik their father's 
blefling on their knees* Metliinks, I would afk thcm^ 
Why /o foUmnly on your hiees for your fathers bUJfi^gs 
and fo utterly negligent of all/olemt^ity, and out*tA3ard «^ 
cencks ivhenyoujfeek a hlfJfingfrom.Gcdf 

After I had written this paper, IJent it to a friend 
who put it into the hands oi Sedentiust and defired him 
to read it. In the perufal of it, he feemed pleafedand 
gratified with the juft reproof of fuch irretigion; and 

fhcwcd 
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(hewed his fatisfadion by an approving, fmile* dll.he 
came to theclofe ; there tie paufed a little, and a grave 
dejeded air fpread over his countenance : ' Well, faid 

* he, I hope thcfe young ^ntry will Icirn" to be more 

* devout, while the proviiions of the tahle is blefled, 

* but I take my (hare alfo in the reproof ; nor will I 
« indulge any more appearance of irreverence, for 

* time to come, in thefe domeltic aod daily ads of 

* urorlhip : 1, and my fathers before me, have fat down 

< x6 meat, thefe forty years, and never aiked a blefling 

* till we were all feated ; hut my children (hall, leanv 

* of me to ftand up and adore the God who Tiade and 

< feeds us, Bor (hall our feau nor our conferences dp* 

< braid us with any appearance^ .of indecencies, in our 
« addrefles to the living God*/ 

xvni. 

* It hath been fufpcdied, that 5rif^»f;i(# reproves himrdfliefe^ 
without any jutjk reaiba* fince our Saviook feated th^ mM» 
tuJes oo the grafs, before he Uefled the .food, Luke a. and 
%^ vi. and the apolltes were Aiting »t the pafchal table whcf 
Crift 1ST inftituted the Lord's-fupper, and bkQed the dements. 
■ To thw it may be replied, i. Who can fay that oor Savi ovu 
did not rife and alk the bleffing on the food* ftanding, though the 
others might fit ? i. The y^wjb ctiftbmind gelhirt, it m«»li^ 
waa (bmething between Ijong and fining, whereby it might ho^ 
come mudi inore inconvenient to have all the gueffs r|fe up, anl 
lie down after the food was fet oo the table, which ihuft he veij^ 
low aod mtsr the ground $ and me4-e erternal geftnres are not w. 
^recifety neceffary, in fuch ihei t octvfionai a£b of worfhip, as to 
jbreak in npoa the common conveniencies of life. This was eer- 
tainly the cafe, when Christ fed the multitudes; for he^dered 
^em to fit down, that they might ail be difpoled hitd prober 
ranlis, which could not fo well have been done yhtle they were 
Hooding, and might change their places. 3. If it ooiiM he 
proved, that our Saviour himfdt, as well at the multitude!, 
fat at hlefliHg the food, this could only prove the lawfulneft of the 
geiWre, but by no means the nccciRty of it 5 \>^Q*\t(r. JfanJiag «nd 
kiteeling arc more fre<iucwtly defcnbcd in fcripiufe .is geftures of 
prayer. 

T>% It 
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V.XVIH YobTH AND DEATH^ 

^ ■ •" " -■ » ' ' 

^— ?— .T^rr vitulus reliSd 
^ r Maire, qui Jargis }m>enefcir hcrhh 

In .mta 4)0ta : 
. Frauie.^ur'vatis imitafui ij^et- 
. . ^ertiurf^ Lurus referentis- ortwft, 

, ^ud uota^ duxii mvu/s fwderi^) > ; 

Cetera fulvus. HotAT» 

^HICEwe readthefe lines of Horace^ wherein 
be defcribes his young yellow <:alf» with the 
white crefcent in his forehead, while he paintfrout the 
pretty brute, in moft agreeable verfe, one is ready to 
ftd-»-fort of fond pity working in us, when we find 
that the creature is deftined to fjiecdy facrifice : the 

K- faimfelf, who devotes its blood to the altar, yet 
s lodwdl with a fort of compaiTion and moumful 
pleafore pvt the defcription of its beauty and fprij^fatr 
fineur*' * ■ . " 
^ ; ' . A milk- 

^ It is «erUip»- ^*t fitrnding^ kmtllng^ or ffjhrathn^ are m* 
iiiral tokens of rtritreiux aiMl fupplication, which^///«>|' is nof : 
l^w, whefi^ any of tKe oatsiral gefturet of reverence and fupplica* 
j^iao nay be mM. with e^val conveHicocy, it feeme mere proper 
ip-ttfc <^<i^< An4 to worfliip. God with flefli and fpirit tocher. 
fWhateva migbt \^ ^t ynuifi> cuftom then, yet it it tin con* 
ilaotoiA^mtof oar age now, to pray flam4ing or imuf fag t wi 
<hLs.har!niMde fitting at prayer appear Inuch more * indpoenti 
Now, where oatuiai u|ns x>C reverence JMn^with the cuftoms of 
the.age and oountry wherein we dwtlU 'i< it not much more pnw 
ftv to piay our addreitet to G o i> in that pefture, by which both na« 
ture and quftom agree to ei^refs revereoceand honour; though* 
Ut keaions that are not obvious now, Cii hist might heretofore 
iadiilg^ a pofture which carries lefs appearMce of rcYeienoe in it/ 
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A milk-white mark its (preadinfl; front adbrns. 
Shaped like a moon 01 throe cUys old : 

The fflver curve diffdes its boddingihoms* 
' And all txsfidies is gold. 

The pretty creature wild in wanton play^ 

Now frilks about the flow'iy mead ; . ;^ 

Lobfe firom the dam, it knows no. grief tt^^dqr^ . 
ffutainft to-aorrow Vktd. j- 

"Whttii fee Ae jrouth of cither fex arrived at that 
age« wherein nature is juft rifen to elegance and vigour, 
and when th)cy begin to (hew themielves to the wOrld* 
my heart pities them, as fo many borderers upon the 
grave ; yet moft of them are utterty thoughtIe(s ofdy-- 
'in^. Ijttle do thev imaginei in thoTe years of gaiety, 
'mirdi, and madneis, that they aje treaiurin^ up ven- 
geance to themfelves, by their thoughtleis lebellion 
a^inft tlie power that made them. Little do they 
' think, that their lives are eveiy moment diie to the 
'Juftice of God as a facrificCi each for their own iniquity ; 
young ci^atures, but bold iinAers! They are weaned 
from the nurfery ; they have got loofe from their pa- 
lenis wiiig, and.like the i?<7Wtf» poet's calf, they vainly 
exult anoriot in theic new freedom ; they gad abroad 
in the mde world, wanton and lavifli in all 3ie dcljghts 
which the vigour of depraved nature infpirev 'Hiey 
know not how to bear ihe checks of piety, and the 
reftraJnts of wifdom, nor will they endqre the tendered 
admonitions of a parent, or an aged friend. They 
have no apprchenfion of the angel of death near them, 
as though It was beyond the reach of his commiffion, 
or the flight of his arrows to fmite any of their ftation 
or charaaer. In the morning of nature they feel them- 
felves live, and they fancy it is immortality. 

jSfpeclally if they are adorned with any peculiar 
D 3 charms 
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charms of vit or beauty, then the flatteries of the- 
glaft, and their, own warm imagination, the complin 
xnents and carefles of the company diat attend -them, 
banilh dll that is foleihn and lerious: the enchanting 
allurements that furround their fenfes, render them 
deaf to an the warnings of God and confcience, and 
Aoughtlefs of every thine but the eay faooeffions of 
)?leature. The powers of animal Vnc reign in them 
without control ; and they forget therie is aibul within 
diem, or a Go n above them, or a tribunal of judg- 
ment at which they mud be arraigned, 

in the midft of this flowery fcene, Amelifhu wit 
feized with a fudden fever; in three days time it was 
heightened into a raging delirium, which gave no room 
for any penitential reflexions : and thus m the bloom 
of nature, and full of the fins of his youth, he was 
furprifed into ttttrnty. He feemed to be fingled out 
from the reft of his wild aflbciates, and made a vidtim 
to death, and to divine difpleafure. — A loud alarm ta 
fccure flnners, and a flaming warning-piece lo the com* 
panions of his guilt I . 

Our natural compaflion drops fome tears of humamty 
on the grave of fuch a fine young gentleman ; but the 
divine Being that made him, is not moved with thofe 

JirettineflTes of flefh and blood, which engage our 
enfes, and melt our hearts to foftnefs. — What is a 
little rofe-coloured fkin and well-fet limbs, in the eyes 
of that almighty Power that can create millions of 
fuch beautiful engines with his breath, and deftroy 
them without lofs ? Ten thoufand gay worms, and 
Ihijiing infe6h, arife hourly at his conmiand in a fum- 
mer's day; but if ah infcd or a worm aflront its 
Maker, our own rrafon would fcntcnce it to imme« 
diate death. 

Happy were fuch a wretch as Amellftus^ if he had 

• been 
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hcen a mere animal* and had nothinji in him capable 
^fimmortality • Happy had it been» if he were a worm, 
or ihining infed!, or in all refpeAs like diat prercf 
jrofing brute, which the poet deicribcs ; ^en the term 
6fliii mortal life wootd Have finished his exigence: 
Bot the fin of man, and the juftice of God, demand 
the facrifice of a4oal ^ his rebe]li9n rofe a^ainft Hea- 
Ten ; ht iaffronte4. ^ infinite majefty of his Creator, 
and finoe he died without repentance, the threateningt 
of the Kble'doohi him to everlafting punilhnient. 
Htifr this] yotifag fiiinets, 'noho forget God^ left he tear 
J9U mfkcti% Md there he none to deliver jotu 



XIX. BABYLON DESTROYED; oa, thb 
13JTH Psalm translated. 

HAQ. Horqa or PiW^.written this Ode^.it wonM 
hav« been die endkfs admiration of the critic, 
and the perpetual labbor of rival tranflators ; but it is 
found in the fcripture, and that gives a fort of difguft 
to ao age whicn vems too nmch toward infidduty. 
I could wilh the tnofe of Mr. Pofe would chufe out 
fome few of thefe pieces of iacred pfalmody, which 
carry in them the more fprightly beauties of poefy, 
and let the Englijb nation know what a divine poet 
fat on the throne of I/raelj He has taken Homer* % 
Rhapfodies, and turned them into fine verfe, and 
asreeaUe entertainment ; and his admirable imitation 
of the Hefireku prophets, in his poem called. The 
Meffiah^ convinces us abundantly, how capable he is 
of fuch a lervice.- • This particular pfalm cpuld not 
well be convert^ into Chriflianity, and therefore it 
appears here in its Je^Jb form 2 The vengeance de- 
D 4 . Dounced 
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nq^nc^^.^gf^T^ Bnhjk^i ia the dole of it j Hi all be 
cxscut^dj laid a great divine, yppii Antichriftian^(j/?,i?^' 
ioi Hciwi^ perfu^ded the Twrlj luuft (Jo it, /or fro-. 
tieft.ant he^tej faid he, l^^ive too much comt^a^gn in 
.tHqp to einbrue their jianda In fgch a Uood}^ andm- 
»^/2jig^ . : ,. .^, .,:.-. : . ^f, : , V 




ThougKtIeft of every ctieerfiif air, 
(For grii^had all aiut Laxas 4iAtoing/ 

Cur harpsf negleftecTTn JeTpair, 

; And akot^. 4uuiii litillowi&OfiS. . . * . : 
■-■.; in. . ■•'. -i.^. .^ 

Our foes« who made our land their fpoil, 
-Our iMu^bafious iocxis, vWitlr b^ogbtl^ lOngi^ 

Bid^s forget oiir gooans a*»v)tik». * . . . . 
And give a taiie^ of 2^fWa Cbitti. 

. ' ' IV.. . . .;...•. 

. Hoir fhall we fing, ui heatbe»land9« 

.Our holy fonf's toeari pfUTMei. . 
I«0|L9» fliiifl our lips* at th^r i^mniftndft» 
Froaouoce thy.dkadful oameimvami; = 
. . >V. .' ... r ■ : : 

Eotbidit, Hravfti! Q vik ahiftl- 
.J^Anr induil fbii^tds it too: r 
Shall bymiis lafpii'd f^r facied life 
. Be iiing to pleafe a fcpfing cicw t 

Q let my toipgue grow dry» dnd ekaTt , 
Fa^ tof my mouth in fileoce ftfil ; 

Let rpme nvengiog power her«^ et 
My fingers of their ti|h^l (kill. 



vn. 
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. Vll. 

If I thy facred rites profane. 

If I indulge one chicerful ftrain. 
Till I feall fee thy towers arift. 

vin. 

Twas Edom bid the conqu'ring foe, 

])tum*ifMtlitJ^tr^rf4PfdrimetiyvMilki 

Requite her. Lord : But, Bahel^ know. 
Thy guilt for fiercer vengeance calls* 

As thou haft ^ar'd aor fex nor tge, - 
Deaf to oar infants dying eroans. 

May fome bleis'd hand, infpir'd with rafi;e, 
JDalh thy yonng babes, and tinge the (umes* 
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XX. 

EKTHAHHUM MONSTRI CUJUSDAM, 
' Afui Aaglu <va^ dUti 

BIGOTRY, 

Terr<f IS Tembris tnottdati. 

AutoTi dm incognito^ 'uiro Ingtmofi H veri fkt 

JOHANNE REYNOLDS* 

I. 
TJiCJMCit (femperquejflceat!) 
Fietatis caditifer^ 
Jmprobt{atiS;CQtfftu^ 
Relipofii^ iammy 
SanBimoniT bofiis & tiaitm^ 
prvini imago zeli, ^^f(/iu, 
EccUJia Jinuafiih id & lufiik, 

IL 

Monfirum hornndum, iiifirmeJhtgenSiCiutumen ademp* 
Kom^e antique natum, [turn. 

fJov4e in tvielam acceptum^ * 

In caligittofis Vatkani adjtU^ 
Mumano fangtAie W pil'vere ffyim 
Nutritumf/aginatumk 

XX. 
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XX. 
As EPITAPH OH BIGOTRY, 

Tranflattd from the Latin^ 

Which *was njoritteu hy the late pious a»d ingenimtt 

Mr. JOHN kEYNOLDS, 

And inferted in the Occasional pArPB&r 

Vol. m. Numb. VI. 

I. 

HERE lies (and may it here for ever He) 
The carcafe of dead piety. 
Shadow of grace, fobftantial fin. 
Religion's maflc smd nody dreis. 
The form and foe ofholinefs,^ 
The ima^ and th&plamc of zeal divine. 
Its dwelling was the church ^ in double (hope, 
Half wasa marderinff wolf, and half a mimic ape. 
IL, . 
A monfter horrid to the ^{[ht. 
Hideous, deform'd, and void of light ; 
'Twas bom at Ramep 
^was norrs'd at home. 
In Ae dark doifters of the Vatican ; 

lis longs infpir'd with heaving lies. 
Its bulk well faiten'd to pro^nous fize 
With gun-powder andbfood of man* 

D6 III. 



€^^ msqn,Likfi%qyscxm^G^^th 



IIL 

Uilpattkit ditktih iunla, 
GaUkii demde region Aai Bifpet 

Vetens qukUmy nonjique orbu, 

Feregrhtaior afftdniis* 

Sexui Hidem utriu/que fartkeps* 

Mentrum MumsMi^M^l^ff^ff 
Acutiffimk iiibitantrum AiSou 
<^i laqueis, enfihuss ificendiifpte^ 

Fefimas in ccfkm fkumddltg ■• .:!' '^' 

Celernnim9id^imkr[^A 

Confpitatma^txff^mma ' ' ■■ ' " 
Ferarim pariter oAjkmii^RfSimfi ... 

(Malirivem'miK^an^k^mif^^ . 

,'Ariifix'dixt&dm^Sm \, -i ... ^ 



Sub peiU CFvina ^ vutptj^ 
Libertatis penetus effUjU^c4^ 
Commercii jinicriiiff^ 
Ac/oeietitu^hikttit4t 



- ft 



III. 

Ancient inhalMtant of Spatn, 

And long in France a wielcome gueft ; 
Over the continent and main, 
•Over the old worl^ and tke i^vr» 
Mankind and nson^-iopiirruf. 
On dragon's wif^^ tli« lufpy* flftr. 
And gafdtiik &t n^ieft* 
.. • IV. 
All laneoa^s the (vapfy^lLi^^ . 
And did of either fex partake: 
Flaming enlightener ot the mind. 
And headlong leader of the blinds 
Oft has it dragg'd the doubtful tongue to fpeak. 
While the pain^ conftkpee feft the truth beyod. 
Bjr gibbet, fword, and finTii . . 
It made whole tribe* of i^exj^im? 
And to the ikies their groaBbg^^ofts.i| hurl'd^ '' 
A fwift converter of the wooidv 

Dextrous in all the ikta of bio^di 
Skill'd to contrive or cooaten^nt 
Myfterious mifchief, piotAxif ftaie^ 
Thoie murd'xous engines to deftroy & good. 

The MiJe here tirhtg, iij^Uhe IRtader^i laeve to re^ 
lea/e ier/eif/rom we bends and labonrs of rhyme and 
metre, by a memMtmim^-ihe |K«i ffe^ lines m 
pro/e. 1 ^ -. •■ ' . ' 

Under the name andWiit of the <^kiHi|> •■\ 
Under the countenum^ cMai^ oCa fti|^^ 

It became the moft &riige nd^ianifMMit 
Plundeitr and wafter^f iNmian ibcsetf • . 
Made fearful inroj^on-Ul^vi} tqmmn^, 
And^titligioas liberty ^intog»' / - - 
« * Vlf 
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VL ..■■ 

Artihuspolith, p^liticifpie, '• 
Criikes nexihus, logknnpte fir^phiSf 

Calamorunif HnfUt^^ teiii^ . • • » ' 

Concilhrum^ camnlun^ hiinlfarik ■ ^ ''> '• 
Cieterifque genth togata atmamentk 

Billaior inftmS^aus^ ■ ' : i . 

. ■ , . . r " J ■' • * . ■ .• 



Ctdfunr^. itc odium, tU nefas^ v. 
FaftHfyue ac Jediihamor,',, . 
Perjuriat fneqnt frandfU :\ . 

Imflkitafdeiy tyraimkli/fUf^S ••:_. 

Oh/equfi pf^Ji fifivH . . : rri 
Igmrantut ac morug encomia^ 

CwuiafmnmiJokHmt.. 

I. '. Cuinl^mt trk^t^%.€i^knda9^'. . 

S^fquilue, dirte^ exequiafue, 

Bulhe minantes, l^ brutayulmim, 

Vfitafaeribgki'p ac ItghtU. . ■ 

. yicur dvohgiCMm^ iMiffne ,..:.. 

Afperu^uimc aira^ 



. I .1. A; 



Vl, 
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VL 
A warrior well fumilh'd 
With all arts politic and polite, 
Widi the knotty embarniflinents of critzcifm. 
The hampering chintts and fubtilties of k>gio» 

And die javelins of pen and tongue. 
With the roaring ordinance of cooneils and c2nonl> 
And all the artillery of the (chools and gown, 
VIL 
Fury, hatred, and mlichief. 
Love of this world, pride, and diOain, 
With penaries, Odfehoodf^ and pious frauds^ 

And raging par^ zeal» 
Were its neceflary and everlafting attendants* 
High encomiams and endlds wplaufc . 
Of gttides infallible, and f^tbinkpuotr. ^ 

Of hecNlitary and divine. ri^^ 
Of oi^mlted power s^nd oaflive olx^dienoft n '. . 
To tyrant priefts and kings. 
With the immortal praife ^md noierit 
Of ftojnd ifisorance, and' blind fubmi^ioir^. 
Were neralds to prepare its way. « 
^ VIIL 
Triftes,. and trkks, and (blemii fooleries^- ' 
Legends and filly tales^ : ^ 

Old almanacks, and mouldy maSj Deiics^ v 
Sweepings of ancient toiid>s, \ ? 

Vows, pilmmgc!^ -charms and conlcMttons^ 
Rites omolete, and novel ceremonies 

Bodi decent and indecent, 
Monkiih vows, and fuperftitions aiifteri^>, . 
Wi^ words of iaecrdow abfokitioii^ 

And facerdotal vengeance, 
Sqmbs, crackers, excommoiiicatfottf^ cnriS^^ 

Roaring bulls, and Vain thimders^ 
Miktop wim prieftly choler, hitter and blackf 
were its delicious food* 
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JX. ■; ■■■■ ■ ■■ 

.'••.. ; . f ■! . • :•.'. ■ ■■■■■ ■ 

(Solertiffima hiereticorkm ^ttfcifulik,} . 
PatH caJ^ifHi.' 

'-. '; ^^' .;.■■■■■"■■■'.• 

Ciriflt^^ tn^ptw tfrfwi rcttMt 

Myertjeam mtUt^Mht i ^ 
^Et qiiid^ i^^fiy dkendnmf) 

»!• 

Peiagi nuenAuf^ mmm -^ 



:(jybi» 



{Now M^u^R^mtm4i4»\ 

A purple prelate, chcrfJBn ^ piffide 

Over the whole VJpMiK^ diQo^^ 

And all the clergyrlfibcn faofidc* 
All but the facred few that mix tlieir zeal with love* 

In every difierent feA 'twas known* 
It made the cafibck and the cowl its own^ 
Now italk'd in formal cloak, now fluttered in the gowa« 

at: 

At what dark houx foe'cr 

The curft divan^ Ri9fi vifq^/pe-fpctt' ' 

Catholic faith to ftf^ysig^tgn 
This monller fiir^the^aif. 

The conclave dreft 19 J3ipM^%ij^« .. A ., 

With three-crown'd tyr^^.tb^b9i^« 

Made it their privy f9|fflfe))y, ;. . ;^ * \ 
The inquifition-court (a bloody crewj 

Artful to fet the folemn trap 

That lets no heretic efcape) 
Owns it her prefident and founder too. 

Oft as the chur<^ tn Ea^ or Wdkrn la^ds 

Rifing again ft hc^felf t^ ari^t$, ■ . ^ 

In her own bjp>d ep^m'd her ktn^s ; 

This chief led on ih* unnatural war^ , 

Or did the blcod)^ llandards bear^ * 
Or found the ^e.rce alarms; - ' 
Viftorious ft Hi* ( An^ what can mort be faid 
Of all the living wgrriarB^ or the heroes dead }) 

Britain f a land WU Ror*(t w^h every good. 

That nature, law, religion gives ; 

A land where facred freedom thrives ; 
Bleft ifle ! if her own weal ihe underftood I 
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V'^fj^cti^ fid dn»fiiitts 
(Bona Jit tandem Jua noyerk) 

Omniiimflrftt^atfffmtf ' -"■ 
(Prob dolor! Probptdar! 
Int^mm^Hv^kShfam. ■' 



xin 

Ifu^ njimor^ fmtlipmm ■ 
Httjtifce fepulchri <vaportmf 
jMetare^ fefthta^ ^ orm 
Ne/fbinHadeonefimd^ 

t UBmim ^nmm 
RefitrrtSionis trntctdatuf bcMs, 




Her 
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Her fons, immur'd with gaardian ocean, fleep, 

.And cdiftl^ floating on the deep, / . 
FencM from all foreign foes, O ihame ! O fin t 
Her font had kt thit hakfol mifchief in i 
This heliiih fury/ who with flattering brcAth 

Did firft diyide, and ^hen devour. 
And nude wild wafte wbece'er (be fprnd her power^ 
JBehold fhfi nieets her fatal hoor» 

And lietenchain'din death* 
XUI, 

Shout at the grave, O traveller ; 

Triumphant joy» that reach the (km 

Are here the jufteft obfeqnies : 

Shout thrice ; then flee afar 
'Hirfe pois'nous fleams and flenches of ibt icpulchit ; 

Go, turn thy face to Heaven, and pray» 
That fuch a hatful monfter never may , 

Obtain a refuire6Uon-day» 










xxr. 
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X'XI. T»E E«ATH OF LAZ Aft^. 

WHAT a wondrous diftrenCe that is betwiit 
tbe £uil and the bodf of » poor difbHIed dy- 
ing Cbriftian I HU Adh, p^tp«, withiasomw ii 
fu&«rd|f«afe, jui^ ^ kife«^ ttdme^tSs dkn^ k lies dea$l 
bpon the dunghill: a iMtfoilie 6aIblfi^f ah vnlotcijr 
and ofienfive fishtt ThcA^ is tfioigfcrk %rejit unwor- 
thy for the earUi to bear k^k is thrown under ground 
to rot in darkntk; ^ a' oOMpaiiloii and fo^d for 
worms : Butliis &i4 ^like oneof die lanpis of Cideoti, 
ihining out at midmgbt from a brokdii pitcher) ap- 
pears immediately in its native Mghtnefs and beau^^ 
p».A knfkxm jbom of HeB««ii» ami -a-kin- rd Goi> ; 
it is tak^ up as an koAOiifabktmrd^n fof tl^e wings 
of angels ; it j« >Cm€tiiy coiMrejrtd i^Kyve thA heaVexft, 
and made a companioci fof M ^kt&^fdni ^ Goo in 
glory. Luiexvu 20, 22, y«^« vii. i6, 19. 

Let ua take a diftin^ review of each of thefe different 
circumftahces of the flefh and fpirit, and fet them in a 
juft light and duetff^pofitJbo. 

The body, with »lj4t^ hoxilS aiji nerves, Jics dead 
and movelefs, a dkmgftfM pii^ aqd^^ broken fetters; 
the foul, all life amlirWoor, ^pnlon^r releafed from 
all its chains, and kpAtrnf^ in gkirkals liberty. 

The bod V, aQ mixjiPtliy loSdbfc^(h; the foul, a 
burden fit for an ihgcTf ^Iwig. ; . . 

The body, thrown Rocfcr ground,' and hid in dark- 
ness; the loul, rifin^ above the fides^ and ihining 
there in garments of light. 

The body, the entertainment and the contempt of 
worms ; the foul^ proper company for Christ and 
his faints. 

Was 
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Was It not a ftroke of dKine love that demolifhed 
the prifon-boure^ «pdidear<xl the x:aptive ? that broke 
the dark eardien (MtcJMr» and hid tfie lamf opfear ati4 



XXII. AN HYMN TO CHRIST JESUS, 
THE ETERNAL LIFE, 



WHERE ttoA iht tnhts a£ Adam find 
The fovcreign Good to fill the mind ? 
Ye fans ^f moral wif<^m» ihow^ 

The fpring whence lining waters flow. 

Say, Will the Stoick's flinty heart 
Melt, an<}, this cordial juice impart I 
Could fUio iftd^ thefe blifsfid iifeams, 
Amoneft. his japtuK» and his doeams ? 

IIL 
Lk vain I a& ; for nftture's power 
Extends bot to this -mortal kour : 
'Twas bot a poor xelief (he gave 
Affainft the terrors of the grave* 

IV. 
Jesus, our Kinfman, and our Goo,. 
Array'd m majefty and blood. 
Thou art our life; our fouls in thee 
Foflc(s a fuii felicity. 

V. 
All our immorfsd hopes are laid. 
In Thee, our furety and our head ; 
Thycrois, thy cradle, and thy throne, ; 
Are big with glories yet unknown* 

Let 
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■ '■ •• Vi. 

Let Athcifts feoff, and Jf^s Mcifpheme 
Th' «tcnud life, anid Jesus' ft^me ; 
A word of his almighty breath 
Dooms ih^ rebellious world Co death. 

VIL 
But let my foul for ever lie ^ 
Beneath the bleilings of thine eye ; 
'Tis heaven on earth, 'tis heaven above, 
To fee thy face, to tafte thy love. 



XXIIL DISTANT THUNDER. 

WHEN we hear the- thunder rumbling m foroc 
diftant quarter of the heavens, we fit calm and 
fecure amidft our bufinefs or diverfions, we feel no ter- 
rors about US, and apprehend no danger. When vre 
fee the {lender flreaks of lightning play afar off in the 
horizon of an evening (ky, we look on and amufe our- 
felves as with an agreeable fpeAatle, i^ithout the leaft 
fear or concern.. But, lo*! me dark clOud riics by de- 
grees, it grows black as nightv and big with temped ; 
It fprcads as it rifes to the mid-heaven, and how •hangs 
dire^y over us ; the flalhes of lightning grow broad 
and ftrong, and like (beets of ruddy fire, they blaze 
terribly all round the hemifphcrc. We bar the doors, 
and wmdowB, and every avenae of light, but we bar 
them all in vain ; the flames break in at every cranny, 
and threaten fwift deilru^tion. The thunder follows, 
burfting from the clood with fuddcn and tremendous 
clafhes ; the -voire o//k' Ltrdh redoubled with violence, 
and overwhelms us with terror ; it rattles Over our 
"heads, as though the whok houfc were broken down 

at 
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iit once with a ftroke from Heaven, and were tumbling 
on us amaur Co burv us in the ruins,.. Happy the fom 
whofe hope In his God compores- all his pamons amidft 
theie ftorms ot nature, and -renders his whele deport* 
mjcnt jpeaceful and Serene, amidft the frightt and hur- 
ries ot weak fpirits and unfortified minds, 

What leflbns (hall we derive from fuch a fcene as 
this ? Methinks I fee here in what manner the terrors 
of the book of God, and the thrcatenings of divine ven- 
giranoe arc received and entertained by fecure finncirs. 
Thcfe tlireatenings appear to them like ftreaks of light- 
ning afar off*: the moil dreadful prediAions of the fury 
of God found in their ears but like the feeble murmur* 
of the Iky, and.far diftant thunder. The poor among 
manktod go on to purfue tlieir labours of life, and the 
rich their vain amufements ; they have no fear about 
thefc future ftorms afar off, nor any folicitude to avoid 
them* But the hour is hailening, when every threatf 
ninff in the Bible, (hall appear to oe the voice of God, 
and his power (hall employ all the terrible things in 
the creation, for the accompliihment of his dreadful 
word* The wings of time bring onward the remote 
tempdl : thefe.dark clouds unite and ^row big with 
divine and eternal vengeance; they rife high, they 
hang over the nations, and are juft ready to be dif* 
charged on the head of impenitents. 1 he God of 
thui&r will roar from heaven, and caufe his voice to 
be heard through the foundations of the earth, and tp 
fhc very centre of helL — The fpirit of thehaughtieft 
(inner (hall tremble with unknown aftoniihmeiit, and 
Ac aian of mockery ihall quiver to his very fouh 
The Hghthines of God fhall kindle the wodd into 
ooe vaft conflagration; the earth, with all its foreifts 
and cities^ (hall make a djneadful blaxe ; the enemies 
of the Load fhall be fuel for this devouring fire, and 

a painful 
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*pdiriful burning fhall be ktodkd lA'.the cbilfcienccs; 
which inhumdraWc.agfeK ftiall'hot eictingiAlh; JVho am 
d-wflf fivUh this d^urirl^ ifire fiVko' coji' cttdTorre tbe/e 
€^'e>'lq/imp hummus ? 

BldTedfoiik, who, in a w^fe and hapmr hour, hav^ 
|ieard thefe divJrie warnings, wh6fto6a in aWcofdicfi 
diftant thuAdefs, and reverenced and obeved the voice 
pif the Loud in them, Blefled fouls, who beheld thd 
ftafh^s of the wrath of God, while they were ytt 
afar off: who faw thent^ kindling terribly'm the threat* 
enings of the broken law, and fled fbr refuge' to ttife 
hope fet before them in the g6fpel !' they' are dtVinely 
fecured amidft the pfoihifes of the covenant of ttacc, 
from a:ll tbe apbfoachfes ot the* fiery indignation, j es oi 
has fpriiiklcTd his own blood upon them ; « fovereign 
and preventive remedy againd tnefe terrors, a fare and 
eternal defence againft the power of the deftroyin^ 
angel, and the burning tcmpeft. ^hetr feet fiall ftaSl 
'en r>ighi their habilation is a miinithn of rocks : they ihafli 
livefecure, and rejoice in their God, ahiidfl the raius 
of the lower creation. 



DAVID\ LAMENTATION OVfeR SAUt 
; AND JONATHAN, 2 Sam. i. 19, lie. 

^npHE Jews were acquainted with feveral arts' and 
Jt , fcienccs long ere ilie /?<?w<z»j became a -people; or 
\he Gn'fks were known amorig the 'nations. Though 
^f^ofcf might learn fomcof them in his Egyptilfti etluc^- 
tion, yet perhaps others weref taught bV God himfelf, 
amidft their travels in the wildeVrieTs, when they formed 
fuch a wonderful portable ftfufture as tKe tabernacle, 
and wrought fuch garments of exquifitc glory and 

beauty 
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beadty to adorn the high-pricft in his fstcrrf ittiniflra- 
tbns. No^ is it unlikety that Mofes introduced among 
them the «ft of *verfe; tor the mod ancient poetical 
eofApofures, i^^hich are known in the world, are the . 
1 5th chapter of Exodus ^ where he triumphs over Pharaoh 
and his irmy ; the 90th P/alm, where fie dcfcribcs the 
frailty and mifcry of human life ; and the 3 2d oi Deu^ 
termomjy where he leaves behind him a noble divine ode 
at his death, for the perpetual memory of God and 
his wonders. 

The next rertpiarkable inftance we have of tliis kind, 
ate the writings of Danjid^ the fweet pfalmift of Ifratl: 
but even Da<vid, could never be fuppofed to borrow 
any thin'fe from the' Greeks ^ when Homer^ the father of 
tkcir vcrfe^ was fuppofed to be a contemporary with 
Solomon the fon of Ddroid. If the Greeks had been ac- 
miaiBted with the fongs of M^Jcs^ which I have men- 
tion^) or the Romans had ever known the odes of 
J^a'vJd^ and amongft the reft this admirable elegy, they 
would never -hive fpoken of the Je<v}s with fo much 
cotttcfmpt; as a rude and barbaroas people; at lead I 
am perniaded-their potets would have conceived a much 
lietter opinion of them;, when they found them fo far 
exceed any thfftg that their own nations had ever pro- 
duced, f believe I mfght fairly challenge all the an- 
tiquky of the Ihathens to prefent us with an ode of 
move beautiful fentiraents, and greater elegancv', than 
this lamenta'tion over Saul and Jonathan. It is re- 
hfearfed in the Scripture, indeed, but perhaps not 
written by infpiration ; for there is fcarce any thing 
of 60* or religion in it. Da^iid, the mere man, wag 
a fufelime poet, and God made him a prophet. 

I have fefcn this piece feveral times in an Engfljh 

drefs J but none of them have given me any more fa- 

tisfa^ion, tlian perhap's I (hall give to thofe who read 

£ mine. 
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mine. It was a mere itdmiration of this Hthre^ fong 
that fet my imaginajCion at work, in this attempt to 
imitate. ^ 

I (hall here iirft tranfcribe it from the. fcripture^ 
though it is impo^ble that it fhould appear, at this 
diftance of time, and in our language, with half the 
luilre in which it flood in that age and nation when it 
was written. 

' 2 Sam. i. 17. And Dim id lamented *wiih this lameu-' 
tation wer Saul^ and over Jonathan bis /on. 

'19. The heaufjf oflfremisjlmn upon thy high places: 
Ho^ are the mighty fallen ! 

20. Tell it not in Gath^ puhlijb it not in the Jireets of 
Afkelon^ left the daughters of the Philiftints rejoice^ lefi 
the daughters of the undrcumcifed triumph, 

2 1 /TV mountains ofGilboa, let there he no detv^ neither 
let there he rain upon you 9 nor fields of offerings : for there 
ihe,ft?ield of the mighty is ^vilely cafi aivayy the Jhield ff 
Satd^ as though he had not been anointed *with oiL 

22. From the blood of the flaiu^ from the fat of the 
ptighty^ the how of Jonathan tumtd jiot haii, and the 

f'Xuord of Saul returned not empty* 

23. Saul and Jonathan *wtre lovely oftd plea/ant in 
their lives, and in their death they <were not divided; 
they vcere fvoifter than eagles, they v)ere ftronger than 
lions, 

24. Te daughters of Ifrael, naeep over Saul, vuho 
clothed you infcdrlet, *with other delights y fwho put on or» 
naments of gold upon your apparel. 

25. Hov) are the mighty fallen in the mi^ of the hat" 
tie I O Jonathan, thou voertjlain in thy high, places! 

26. / am diftrejffed for thee^ my brother Jonathan; 
<Dery pleafant haft thou been unto me; thy love to me nxuu 
nuonderful^ P^JJi^g ^he love of^vomen, 

17. How 
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• 27. ^o^v an the ndgbtj fatten^ and the weapons of 
^var per^/bcdl 

PARAPHRASED THUS* 

I. 

UNHAPPY da:f ! diftreffing fight! 
^f/the land of Heaven^ delight* 
How is thy ftrcngth, tliy beauty fled! 
On the high places of. the fight 
Behold thy princes falFn, thy ions of vidloiy dead* 

n, ^ 

Ne'er be it told in Gatb^ nor known 
A mong the ilreet^ of AJkelm : 
How wiH FhiMla% youth rejoice 

And triumph ih our ihame ; 
And girij, . with weak unhallowed TOice* 
Chant the difhd^ours of ihe./f4f^^<u; namel 
III. 
Moutitaim of Gtlhoa^ let no dew 
Nor fruitful fhowers defcend on you : 
Curfe on your fields through all the year. 
No flow^iy bleffings there appear. 
Nor golden ranks of harveft nand 
To grace the altar, or to feed the land. 
'TSvas in thofe inaufpicious iields 
JttJean heroes loft their fhields : 
'Twas there (ah! bafe reproach and fcandal of the day \) 

Thy fhield, O Saul^ was call away> 
As though the prophet's horn had never (Ked 
Its facred odouu on thy head. 

IV. 
The fword of ^W had ne'er, till now. 

Awoke to war in vain. 
Nor Jonathan withdrawn his bow. 
Without an army flain* 

E z Where 
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WIkic tnith and honour jnark'd their way^ 
ifctiagrcsfwlflef totBfcif pjey, . * . 

Nor lions ftrong or bold as they. 

• :-V.- •' : ; ' . 
Grad^ful in arras and great in war 

Were Jonathan and ^ul; 
Pleafant in life, and; irianlj^ fair ; • , 
Nor deaA diMifes iferotal pir, 

Aftdthoufands iliarc their fan* ■. " 
D au s^h ters d f Ifr^tU . tnett, y o dt eye^ ; . : 
■Ta fofter teats, and fwell your fchS, * ■ 

' bifrdb *d , di fgrac M , y t>u r m ona rcn lies; 
On the bleak mountains, pale and cold : 
He madie rich' fcarlet your array: ;. 
Bright were your looks, j^ourDofom^ gay 
With gems of regal gift, and mtertvoyen gold* 

. ° •* vr. ■• 'V" . 

Ho^^^fe'tne princes funk in deatKl ? 

Fairh'On tne Ihameful groundf f 
There my own Jonathan Hfign'd hi» breath : , 

On the high places where he Hootfi 

He lof^ his honours and his Uood ; 
Oh ! exdtraWe arm that gave the mortd wound- !- 
VII. 

My Jonathan, my better part. 
My brother, arid fthat dearer ha'rii?! my fricndjr 
I feel the mortal wouiid that reached tty Jfe'eaft ;, 

. And here iny comforts end» ' " . ,t ' 

Hfo^ pkafant was thy love to me I 

Amazmg p'allion, Srong and free ! 
No dangers could thy lleady foul remove : 
Not the foft virgin Toves to that degree. 
Nor man to that degree does the foft virgin- lo\»c*^ 

To 
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To name my joys* awakes my pain ; 
The dyiiiig hifxki mos cold dirougli every xdru 

My Jonathan^ my dying Friend, 
Hov dipk my woea i^rife ! wbece will my fonows etfd \ 

vm. 

. Ufibapmr d»y !. difticffing fight I 
.i(^/» we bod of Heaven's delight. 
How. «Ul9 {hy priocM fall'n» thy fons of vi^ry flain \ 
Tbs ihtokm how, die ibiver'd (pear, 
. WiAiaUtbfiibl^'ilpQmpofwar, 

. lSl<HNtft^9(li iieiaiip^g the dead, • 
:. A hMyofthte rinnt ^W fJl me tngloctour plaiiu 




^i XXV. 
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. XXV, THE SKkLfeVoN. ■■ --^ 

YOUNG Traman'nns was jnft fetumcd ftom bis 
travels abroad, when 'he invited his uncle to his 
lodgings on a Saturday noon : fiis uncle was a fub- 
llantial trader in the city, a nuui4>f fiacere goodnefs, 
and of no contemptible underftatidtD£ : Crato was his 
name. The ijiephew £rft entertained nim with learned 
talk of his tiravds. The converfotida hiqppenfng*to fall 
upon anatomy ; and, fpeaksng of die ^^nr^i^, be mentioned 
the carpus 2Lnd the metacatfisu9th»jp\ningoflSbithcin€»,by 
many liard names, and the~./»^/S!iii0^«wJikb covcfM 
them, together with other GneA words which Grata 
had never heard of. — Then he (hewed him a fei|r cw- 
riofities he had colle^ed ; but anatomy being the fub- 
jed of their chief difcourfe, he dwelt much upon the 
fkcletons of a hare and a partridge: * Obferve,Sir, faid 

• he, how firm the joints! how nicely the parts arc 
' fitted to each other ! How proper this limb tor flight, 

• and that for runningl andi^w wonderful the whole 

• compofition f* Grafo to^j^ 'fee" notice of the moft con- 
fidcrable parts of thofe animals, and obferved the chief 
remarks that his nephew made; but, being detained 
there above two hours without a dinner, aiTuming a 
pleafant air, he faid, • I wifli thefe rarities had flclh 

• upon them, for I begin to be hupgr}', nephew, and 
« you entertain me with nothing but bones.' Then 
he carried home his nephew to Snner with him, and 
difmifledthejcft. 

The next morning his kinfman Tramar'mus defired 
hiih to hear a fermon at fuch a church, for I am in- 
formed, faid he, the preacher will he my old fchool- 
mafter. It v/2LsJ^rotes, a country minifter, who was to 
fulfil theferviceof theday, an honeft, a pious, and aa 
ufeful roan, who fed his own people weekly with di- 
vine 
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vine food, coitipored bis fermons with a mixture 
of the inftra^ve and pathetic, and delivered them 
with no improper elocution. Where any difficulty 
appeared in the text, or the fubjeft, he ufually ex- 
plained it in a very natural and eafy manner, to the 
underfhmding of all hisparifhiohcrs ; he paraphrafed on 
the moft aflfe^ng parts largely, that he might ftrike 
the confcience of every hearer, and had been the hap- 
py ooeans of the falvation of many : But he thought 
thus with himfelf, « When I preacn at London^ I have 
' hearers of a wifer rank, I mud feed them with learn- 

* log and fubftantial fenfe, and muft have my difcourfe 

* fet thick with diftindlfentences and new matter.' He 
contrived therefore to abridge his compofures, and to 
throw four of his country fermons together to make 
up one for the city, and yet could not forbear to add 
a little Grtek in the beginning : he told the auditors 
how the text was to be explained ; he fet forth the 
analy£s of the words in order, (hewed the Hoti and the 
Dhti^ (/. e. that it was fo, and nuhy it was fo, with 
much learned criticifm (all which he wifely left oot in 
the country;) then he pronounced the do^rine dif- 
tin^ly, and filled up the reft of the hour with the 
mere rehearfal of the general and fpccial heads : hut 
he omitted all the amplification which made his per- 
formances in the country ib clear and fo intelligible, fo 
warm and affeding. In fhort, it was the mere joints 
and carcdfc of a long compofure, and contained above 
forty branches in it. The hearers had no time to con- 
fider or rcfteft on the good things which were I'pokcn, 
or apply them to their own confciences : the preaclier 
harried their attention fo faft onward to new matters, 
that they could make no ufe of any thing he faid, 
while he fpoke it, nor had they a moment for reflcc- 

£ 4 tion. 
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tion> in order to fix it ia their niexpDlieSj and improve 
by it at home. 

The ypung gentleman was fbn\,ewhat opt o/ coun- 
tenance wh'efi the fei'mpn was dpAe, for j^e mifled all 
that lift and fpirit, that pathetic amplification which 
imprefled his confcience when he was but a fchoc^- 
boy : However* he put the beft face upon it, and be- 
gan to commend tne perjformancc. ^ Was jt not, 

• f^id.he. Sir, a fybftai^tial. difeo^v^fe ? Hpw well coo- 

• neded were all the jreafons? How ftrong theinfc- 

• fences, and what a y^iriety and ipwn^r of them,?* 
It is true, faid the pnplc; hqt-n^etliioKs I want food 
here, and I find nothing bujt boi^es again. I ^copld not 
have thought, nephew, you wo;ild have treated 'o?e 
two days juft alike ; yefterday at home, and to-day at 
church, the firft courle was Greek » and all the reft mere 
Skeleton. 



XXVL WORDS WITHOUT SPIRIT. 

EMER A was much difplcaftdwith her maid fervants, 
for fome pieces of crofs ill cpndud in domeftic 
affairs. The occafion of her dii^ileaffjre was great and 
jud, but (he had not tlie fpirit oi reproof. Crtton^ the 
partner of her life, happening then to be in his <rlp- 
fct, (he went up and made her complaint there j he iq- 
treated her to excufe him from the psconomy of tljc 
kitchen and the parlour : it was all entirely under her 
dominion ; and jf her maids were fo culpable, fhemuft 
reprove them {harply ; ' Alas, faid (he, 1 cannot chide ; 
« however, to (hew my refentment, if you will write 
* dpwn a chiding, I will go immediately and read it 

' to 
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* to them.' This i» no fable, but trut hiftorjrof an 
occurrence in a family. Now, what better improve- 
ment can be made of it, than to make a parable like 
it for the felrvice of the church ? 

LeBorhis is a pious man, and worthy mlnifter in a 
parifb church ; his difcourfes are well formed, his fen* 
timents on almoll every fubjeft are juft and proper, his 
ftile is modern, and not unpoltte ; nor does he utterly 
liegleA the paffions in die turn of his compofures : Yet 
I cannot call hihi a good preacher, for he does not- 
only, ufe his written notes to fecure his method, and to 
relieve his .memonr*, which is a very proper and ufeful 
pridlice, bat he (carce erer takes his eye off from his 
book to addrefs himfelf with life and fpirit to the peo- 
ple. - For this reafon, many of his heaters fall aAeep ; 
the reft of them fit from January to December y regard- 
lefs and unconcerned. An air of indolenoe reigni 
through the faces of his auditory, as if it were a mat- 
ter of nd importance, or not addreffcd to them, and 
bis miniftrations have little power or-fuccefs. 

In his laft fenojon'he had an ufe of reproof, for fome 
vice^, whicK^fC pra^ifed, in a public an:i (hamckfs 
jq|ianner> in his pariih; and, as the apoftle required 
Timothy i tQ reprove fuch Jinners befire all, fo he fup- 
pofed, that thefe fins, at leaft, ought not to efcape a 
public rebuke.' The paragraph was well drawn up, 
and Indelpd it was animated -with foftiejuft and awful 
fcverities of language ; yet he had not courage enough 
to chide the guilty, riof l6 animate his voice with any ' 
juft degree tJ zeal. However, the good man did his 
bifft, ht went-lnto the pulpit and read them a ohiding. 

His conduft is juft the fame, when he defigns his ad» 

drcfs, in his paper, to any of the fofter pa 'lions ; for, 

by the cojdnftfs of his pronunj:iation, and keeping 

his eye ever fixed on his notes, he mak?s -very little ' 

E 5 impreffion 
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impre/fion on his hearers* When he (bould awaken 
fenfelefs and obftinate fimiers, ai>d pluclctheiaasbrandlb 
out of the burning, he only read& to them out of his 
book, feme words of pity^ or perhaps an ujt of terror \ 
and if he would lament over their impenitence, and 
tlieir approachine ruin, he can do no more than read 
them a chapter of lamentation. 

Since there arc fo many of the kindred of LeSorius^ 
in our nation, it is no wonder that fome of them arife 
to vindicate the family and their pradice. Do not the 
Englifif fermons, fay they, exceed thofe of other na^- 
tions, becaufe they are composed with £> mach j<uft- 
nefs and accuracy; and by careful, reading, they are 
delivered with great exadinefs |o the people, without 
tailing one £?ntence to the frailty of the memory,, or 
the warmth of fudden Imagination ? 
. I am fure it may be replied, that if the Engljfij fer* 
mons exceed thole of our neighbours, the Englijh^ 
preachers would ex(:eed themfelves, if they would leara 
the art of reading, by the glance of the eye^ fo as. 
never to interrupt the force of their argumeBt, nor thep> 
vivacity ai^d jxithos of their pronunciation^ or i£ 
they made themfelves fo much mailers of what th^ 
haa written, and delivered it with Hich life ana 
fpirit, fuch freedom and fervency,, as thoogjh it came 
all fre(h from the head and the heart. It is oy this art 
of pronouncing, as well as by a warm compofure, that 
fome of the French preachers reign over their aifcmbiics,. 
likeaC/r^/v or a Dmop^nes oToldtand that withfoch. 
fuperior dignity and power^ as is feldom ieea now-a- 
days in an Enghjh audience, whatfoever efteem may be 
paid to our writings. 

A paper> with the moil pathetic lines written upom 
it, has no fear nor hope, no zeal or companion ; it is 
(onfcious of no defign^ nor ha^ any folicicude for the 

' fucce(s : 



IN PROSE AND VERSE. gj 

fuccefs : and a mere reader* who coldly tells the people 
what his paper fays, feems to be as void of all thefe no- 
ce£ary qualifications^ as his paper is. 



XXVII. THE CHURCH-YARD. 

WHEN I enter the church -yard, I love to con-* 
verfe with the dead. See how thick the hil- 
locks of mortalicy arife all around me, each of them t 
monument of death, and the covering of a fon or 
dauehter of Adam, Perhaps a thoufand or ten thoo* 
fand pieces of human nature, heaps upon heaps, lie 
bariea in this fpot of ground ; it is the old repoiitonr 
of the inhabitants of the neighbouring town ; a col- 
lection of the ruins of many ages, and the rubbifh of 
twenty generations. 

I lay within myfi^lf, What a multitude of human 
beings, noble creatures, are here reduced to duft !-*- 
God has broken his own beft workmanihip to pieces, 
and demoH(hed by thonfands the finefi earthly ilruc- 
tures of his own building. Death has entered in, and 
feigned over this town for many fucceffive centuries ; 
it had its commiffion from God* and it has devoured 
multitudes of men. 

Should a flranger make the enquiry which is ex* 
prefled, Deut^ xxix. 24. Wberejbre has the Lord done 
thus to the work of his own hands ? What meaneth the 
heat of this great anger? The anfwer is ready, ver. 25^ 
Uc* Recav/e they harve Jtnned ; they ha^e firfaken the €o- 
nfenant of the Lord God, therefore the Lord has rooted them 
ot/t of their land in anger y and in lAfrath, and in great in" 
dignationt and hath caft thzm into another landj even the 
,kmd of corruption and darknefs. as it is at this day. 

E6 Bit 
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Bat have not other towns^ cities sknd vi]la|;es their 
•church- yards too ^ My thoughts take the hint, and fly 
abroad through all the bvrying^places- of the nations. 
What millions of mankind lie under the ground in 
urns, or mingled with toramoA cfey? Every ancient 
town and city in the world has burnt or buried all its 
inhabitants more than thirty times over i what wide- 
fpreading flaughter, what lamentable defolation has 
^ath made among the children of men I But the ven- 
^ geance is juil in all ; each of them ace fmners } and the 
igt9ger(tf Godhaib kindhui agaa^ Ami to ht^g upon them 
•/^^,firlt cur/e that is ivrittin m his booky In Wf day thai 
ahwiiavyt^^ thou Jhahjidreiy. die, - Gen. ii. 17. 

Go to the i:buTch-.yard then/ O iinful and du)aght-» 
lefs mortals ; jgo ieam from every tonpb-ftone, and ri- 
iing hillock^ that/^fr^ images of jut is death, " Learn in . 
iilence among the dead, that leiTon which infinitely 
concerns all the living ; nor let thy heart be eyer at reft 
till thou art acquainted withjESJJS, luho is the re/ur*' 
■u^tion dndtbel^e*. 



XXVm. TO A PAINTER, HESTORINQ 
AN OLD PICTURE*.: 

SIRi 

WW EN yotj take ft review of the fortncr labputt 
of vour pencil, 9 nfl retouch the features <jf 
Idaho with fo fktifiil a liand, you remove rhe brojjrxi 
veil which rolling years have fpre3d over them, a^n,d 

brightpp 

^ The Rfcader can fee thefe hints beautifully enlarged on, by 
ronfultng the jnftly celcbxjttcd Mr* H*KViif'i Med4tmtf»$ 

among the lomLs, 
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hrighten all the piece into its early form and lovcli- 
ncis. There rifcs a frefb vigour upon the looks, dnd 
the fpirit of the poet is infufed again into the ima^ie 
of our aeed friend. Wcfee and wonder how the eyes 
refume their youth and fire ; what a genius c low« in 
the countenance; and new light and life are Mattered 
over aH the (hadow of the man> who himfelf is haHihfi; 
to death and darknefs. 

O could you renew all the llvii^g originals, apA |«- 
€over theirr from the deformations and difgraces rf 
time, a| eafily as your pencil chills their poJrtraits JtiaCK 
again from age, you would be the firft man in theun{« 
vcrfe for wealth and fame. Even the groffeft fcijfualift, 
who is ftrongly attached to his cups and his amoi^rs« 
would relinquilh them both to make his way to ypiir 
hand, and offer ail the remnant pf his patrimony for 
-a call of* your favour : Arato^ the dccrepid mifcr, would 
brine his mines' of gpld, and lay them at yoiir feetij 
whife his daughter ^c^illay m }ief fortieth year, 
throws down her' cards in Jbafte to increafe the trowd 
•at your dbor, and intreajt the blefpngs of your art. . 
• But nature, alas J bath fixed the limits of yduthj 
beauty and vigour ; narrow limits indeed ! and wheii 
once paffed, they arc unrepairable. The broken lines 
of an ancient painting mav be re- united and grow 
ftrong, the features may riw round and elevated, and 
the colours gjpw ag^in \vith fpfightly yguljh ; bu^ pur 
real form ^roVs cold and pale; itflnk^,: it flattens, tt 
withers into^ wrinkles ; the decay is refifHefs and per- 
petual, and recovery lies jjeyond the reach of hope* 
This (hadow of Idajio^ touched by. your penci^^ ^v^ 
again, and will feeanothcr age; out the (ubflancc dif s 
daily, and is ready to drop into the dult. , 

To this point of nior^ity, fmce it is certain an^ 
in^Yitablej let us often dire^ our cyce; let onr fcats> 

tered 
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lered thoughts be recoUeded from all their waaderin^?, 
and pay a daily viiit to death. Acquaintance with it* 
in the light of Chriftianity, will difpel m darkeft ter- 



and pay a daily viiit to death. Acquaintance with it* 
in the light of Chriftianity, will difpel m darkeft ter- 
ton* And fince Ida/io and ApelUs^ poets and painters* 



with all their fpriffhtly airs, are borae away with the 
reft of mankind, by the fweeping torrent of time, let 
us hold the period of life ever in our view, let us ail 
keep our fpirits awake, and guard againft a furprife. 
O inay your foul and mine never ftart back from the 
gloomy gate, which opens a paflage into the world of 
Spirits I We know we muft leave our flelh behind 
tis in the grave ; and there let it lie till it hath fiaiftied 
the time of its appointed purification ; fct it lie and 
refine from all the dregs ot fin and fenfual inip]urities> 
let it wail for the beams^ of the laft morning, and fa- 
lute the dawn of the great rifing-day*^ — Gk>riou8 apd 
furprifing day indeed, for the reftoratioa. of all the ori- 

finals of mankind, when, paintings and ihadows fhall 
e no more! Blefied heur^ whea our duft, at the 
creating call of Heaven, fhaH ftart up into Man^ 
it ftiall glow with new life and immortal colours, 
fuch as natare>. in her gayeft fcenes, hath never dif- 
played; fuch as the dreams of poets were never able 
to reprefent> not the pallet of TitUm ever knew.. 



XXIX. ON THE SIGHT OF QUEEN 
MARY, IN THE YEAR 1694. 

L 

IS AW th' illuftnous form, I (aw 
Beauty that ^ve the nations law ; 
Her eyes, like mercy on a throne, 
la condefcending grandeur ihoner 

That 
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II. . 
That blooming face ! how lovciy fair 
Hath nature niix'd her wonders there f 
The rofy mom fuch lirftre fhows 
GlaxKine alon^ tiie Scythian fnows. 

III. 
Her (hape, her motIon> and her mien. 
All heavei^y ; fuch are angels feen. 
When the bright viiiongrows intenfe> 
And fancy aids our feemer fenfe. 

IV. ' 

Earth's proudeft idols dare not vie 
With fuch fuperior Majefty : 
A kindling va poui: might as fbon 
Riie fronkthe oogs> and mate the moon.. 

V. 
m call no Raphael (tora his reft ; 
Sach charms can never be exprefs'd ; 
Pcndland paint were never made 
To draw puire li^ht without a fhade* . 

VL 
Britain beholds her Queen with prfde^ - 
And mighty W i l l i a m at her fide 
Gracing the throne, while at her feet 
With humble joy three nadons meet. 

, VII. 

Secure of empire^ (he might lay 
Her crown,' fier robes, and ftatc away» 
And 'midft ten thoufand nymphs be fe^n t 
Her beauty would proclaim the queen. 

rK N OlfSH OS I s» 

vm.* 

Her guardian angel heard my Ibng. 
Fondmanj he cry 'd^ fort)ear $a Wf Qog .. 



Mr 
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My lovely charge. Sot vnkar ^cs 
Gaze at the ftars/' and.prti/ethe Ikies* 

••• ■ 'IX;- ; -. • 
Rudely they praife, who dwell beloi^' *' 
And Heayen's true glories never knoW, 
Where ftars and planets are no more 
Than pebbles fcatter'd on the floor. 

X. 
So, where celeflijrlViriues join -cj ' 
Form an incomparable 'mirid^ 
Crowns, fcepters, beauties, 'chafms, . and fir^ 
Stand but as fhining fervants there* ' 



. f 



XXX. On the^Effigies of hjs Royal High- 
ness GEORGE, LATE PiiiNCE op DenMailx, 
AND Lord High" Admiral sIf 'GitEiAr-JtfRi- 
TAiN, MADE in' WAX, ANI) fsEATEI) AT* Jl 
BANQ^UET, NEAR tHB JEFFIGlis OT BElRr MX- 

jESTY Queen Anne.' 

All happily performed in a \jery near Imitation of tht 
Life^ ^^^Chrysis. 1705.' 

SO look'd the hero, comipg frorp the board 
Of naval counfcls, aud^put 6ff!his lWbrd,y "; 
So fat the Prii\c<, wii?n with airoiliht)rty ; ' . ' * 
He relilh'd Life, an3plc|?d?i{s9ovA*li^^^ 
Surprifing form ! 'feariee with a[ foftor'hiteii •' ' 
Did his firft love addrefs his future Qu^e n. 
Publifti the wonder', ftme^i 6ut,*0!' forbear 
T* approach the palace an4 rfifi royal ear. 



Left. 

^^ "yhis poem was wriltifeAjiift After prince Giol'c^'s dcUA;" " 
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Left her impatient love and wHhingeye 
Seek the dear image, gaze^ and mourn, and die* 
Or ftay : tbs roy^ mourner will believe 
Her George reftor'd, gnd fo forget to grieve. 
What cannot Chryfis do ? Thofe artful hands 
Shall ralfe the hero : Lo, in arms he ftands : 
JTaz&bou&n + and Lbak fubmiffive fhall efp/ 
W^r qn his l^)v, 9iid orders in his eye^ 
AMA)if:io.ii8, j#, %jAy^\it\ The ieec obeys, 
Ao^ the irefKh Pirates flee ^Britifif fiba^. 



1KXXI. TO VELINA, ON THE DEATH 
OF SEVERAL YOUNG CHILDREN'. 

IH A V E feen a comely fruit tree in the Summer- 
Ceafon» with the branches of it promifing plenteous 
firuit : The flock was furrounded with fevcn or cig^t 
little ihoots of diflerent fizes> that grew up frbni the 
root at a fmall diflance^ and feemed to compoTe a 
beautiful defence and ornament for the mother- tree ; 
But the gardener^ who efpied their growth, kn^w Ac 
danger; he cut down thofe tender fuckers, one after 
another, and laid them in the duft. I pitied them in 
my hearty and faid, Ho^w pretty nuere thefeyqungftani' 
ardsf ho«w mUch like the parent! h^yw elegantly clothfd 
«with the raiment of fummerl and each of them might ha^e 
grvwn to a fruitful tree : flut they Hood tOQ near to en- 
danger the flock ; they drew away the Tap, the hevf» 
and flrength of it, fo far as to injure the fruit, and 
darken the hopeful profpec^ of arftUmn. The pru- 
] ning-knife appeared unkiiKi indeed,but the gardener wag 
wife; for me tree flouri(hed*m6re fenfibly, th6 fruit 

grew 
f Two Britijh admirali. 
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grew fair and lafge5 and the ingathering at laft was plen- 
teous.and joyful. 

Will you give me learvc^ Vefhia^ to perfuadc yoo mto 
this parable r Shall 1 compare vou to this tree in the 
garden of God ? Your agreeable qualifications feem tb- 
promifc varioDS fruits^ of faith, of love, of univerfal 
iiolinef» and fervice; you have had many of thefe 
3foung fuckers fpringing op ardund yoa ; they flood 
awhile your fweet oraaments and your }oj^, and eaeh 
of them might have grown up to a perfei^on of like- 
nefsj and each might have become a- parent- tree: but 
fay, did they never draw your heart oSEtrom God ? Did 
you never feel them ftealine any of thofe feafons of 
devotion, or thofe warm a^^ons that were firft ami 
fupremely due to him that made you I Did they not 
ftand a little too near the foul ? And when they have 
been cut off fucceffively, and laid one after another in 
the duft, have you not found^yoiir heart running out 
more toward God, and living more perpetually upon 
him ? Are you not now devoting yourlelf more entirely 
to God every day, iince the laft was taken away ? Are 
you not aiming at fome greater fruitfulnefs and (crvice 
than in times paft ? — If fo, then repine not at the prun- 
ing knife; but adore the condud^ of the heavenly 
Hufbandman, and fay, All- his m)ays are nxjifdom aid 
mercw 

But I have not yet. done with my payable- Wheo 
the grartary was well ftored with excellent fFUit^ and 
before the winter came upon the. tree,^ the gardener 
took it up by the roots» and it appeared as dead. But 
his dcfi^n was -not to deftroyk utteri-y ; for he re- 
moved jt faraway from that fpot of earth, where it 
hadfloodi and planted it in a hill of richer mould, 
which was fufficient ta nourifh it with ill its attend- 

^pts» 
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luits. — ^The ftring appeared, the tree budded into life 
again, and an dioie fair litt^ ftandards, thdt had been 
cut pfi^» broke out of the ground afrefh, aod flood up 
around it (a (wcet young grove) Hourifhing in beauty 
and immortal vigour. 

You know now where vou are, Fetina^ and that I 
have carried you to the hill of Paradife, to the bleded 
hour of the refurredHon. What an unknown jov will 
it bfc, when yoir have fnlfHled all the fruits of righte- 
oufpeft, in this lower world, to be tranfplanted to 
that heavenly mouittaiii ! What a £vine rapture and 
furprife of bleflednefsy to fee all your little ofFsprlnjg 
arotind ybp ^ait day, fpringing out of the duft at once, 
making a fairer and bnjghter appearance in that upper 
garden of God, and rejoicing together, (a fweet com- 
pany) all Jjartakers with you of the fame happy immor- 
tality ; ajj fitted to bear heavenly fruit, without the 
need or danger of a pruning-knife. Look forward, by 
ftith, to this glorious morning, and admire the whole 
fcheme of providence and grace. Give cheerful honours 
beforehana to your ^Imi^ty and all-wife Govc^or^ 
who, bv his unfearchable counfels, has fulfilled your 
beft wifties, andfeciJred your dear infants to you for , 
ever, though not juft in your own way : that bleffed 
hand, whicnmade the painful fepantion on earth, (hall 
Join you and your babes togetherin his own heavenly ha- 
bitation, never to be^ivicfed again, though the method 
may be' painful to •ftclh and blopd.. Fathers (hall not 
'hope in vatn, nof mothers hrtfig forth for trouble ;^ 
they are the feed of' the hUjfed of the Z^rd, and their ojf* 
ffrinfi noith ihem^ Ifa. bcv., 23. Then fhair you Glj^^ 
Lordf here am /, 'and the children thai thou hafi gi'veu 
me. For he i> your Gody and the Gifd of your feed^ in 
an efverlfjfting ctyvenant^ Amen. 

• XXXII, 
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XXXIL EARTH, HEAVEN^ AND HELL. 

I HAVE often tried to llrip deadi of its frightful 
colours, and make all the terrible airs of it y^niih 
into foftnefs and delight : To this end, among other 
:rovings pf^thpught, I have fometinjes iUdlrajtcd to 
myfelf the whole creation^ as o^e lmtacf\£c building, 
With diflFerept ajuirtment^ -^Lunjex the imniediate 
* pofleffipn an4 gpyeX^ment ot tlje. jzre^ Creator. 

One fort of ttefe^m^onaaie^ttle* harcoi¥^ d94^, 
djimp rooms} ^here;^erQ isr m^tiich .cqnfipcyveotx.v^ 
Iittl<; good coipp^njr^, and iuch a cjjo^ .^on one'iiu- 
^tural fpirits, that a ioan cannot think or talk with free- 
dom, nor exert his underilanding,.. or any of his intel- 
ledual powers with glory or pX^ure. This is the 
.earii in which we dwdl. 

A fecond* fort are fpacions, Vghtfqme, aixy, and 
ierene courts, open to the fummer iky; or» at Ufi^, 
admitting all d^e valuable qualuies offun aud air^, wid^- 
put the inconveniencies ; where th^ie ar^ t^oi^fands of 
moil delightful com^nipnsy apd .every; thi;ig that e^ 
givp one pleafure, and make onepapalpXe.and fittpgiife 
pleafure to others. This is the Jb^av^n we hope for. , 

A third fort of apartments are. open and fpa^oua 
too, bujt under a wintry iky, with perpetual ilorms of 
hail, rain, and wind, thunderi lightning, aq4 c^vciy 
thine that is painful and ofPenfive; a^d all this ^n^ong 
Qiillions of wretched companions, curiing t]^c place, 
■tormenting one another, and each endeavouring tg in- 
c^afe the public and universal mifer^. This is heB» 

Now, what a dreadfiil thing is it to be drivep c^vit pf 
Qne of the firfl narrow duiky <xlls into the third fort of 
apartment, where the change of the room is infinitely 
toe worft !— -No wonder that fmners are afraid to die. 

But 
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But why ftould af foul thit has good hope, through 
grace, of entering iato the fcrcnc apamment, be ua- 
^illin^ td l^ve the narrow fmoky prifon he has 
dwelt iii fo long; and under fuch loads of inconvc- 
nieiic'e ? 

Death, to » g<K)d man, is but paffing through a 
d^rk entry^ our pf one little dillky room of his father's 
houfe, into another triat is faff and large, ligKtfolne 
and glorious* a'hd divinely entertaining; O may ifhe 
rays and iple6idorS:Qf nay heavenly apartment fhoDt far 
downwarcf, andjglld the dark entry with fuch a cheer- 
ful glca», .as'::to banifh evtry fear when I ihall bc» 
ddled to.paft through ! 

XXXm. , A HOfeNET'^ NEST DESTROYED. 

WHAT euniods littler citeartUFes are-thefe! how 
bright *Tpd bc^tiful the body of them I bow 
i^imbk and fpcightly the feven^ limbs i hoiv f\Hft the 
wing of this infciuft for flight, and the (ling as dread- 
fbl ror its ownf defence, andfor the ptmiihtneht of thofa 
tethurt it» What rich contrivance is there in all the 
iflvilfiiilc Sptoings of this little engine ! anki yec heJ^ are 
tildiufimdB.rof them deftroyed at 6ncey and reduced to^ 
Gomraon earth - 

If any artid among men could have framed but onci 
ffldi a wonderful .machine as^ thi«^ it woiild have hten 
fold for thoufends' of gold and lilver, it would have 
been valued at the price of royal treafirres, and thought 
fit only for the cabinet of the greateft princes. The de- 
ftrddlion of fuch a rare piece of worlcraanfliip would 
have been an uncompenfable lofs among men ; but it 
is the work of God, and here are thoufands of thefe 

elegant 
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degant flru^ui^s demolifhecl/and calVoat t6 the dung- 
hill, without any concern or injury to God or 'man. 
Glorious indeed, and all divine is the magnificence of 
the great Creator i With what a profufipft doth be pour 
out the riches of his art, even amongft the meaner parts 
of the creation! he makes yearly, millions of thofe ani- 
mals without labor, and he caa part with millions out 
of his kingdom without lof8« ^ 

Yet thefe are not fuperHuocis or ufele& beings in 
die dominions of God. There was a time when be' 
raifed an army of them, and fent tbem upon a great- 
expedition, to drive.the nations of the Canaanites and 
their kings out of their own land, when he would 
plant his oeloved J/rael there, Exod. xxiii. 28. Jo/hm 
xxiv. 12. Tlius he knows how to employ them, 
when and where he pleafes: but he gives leave to every 
man to deftroy their nefls and their armibs, wherefo-^ 
ever they become a nuifance to him ; for, if he want 
them himfelf, he can fommon them from the moi 
difiant prts of the world, and thqr.ihail come at lus 
firft call. He can hi/s for the Jly that is in the vttermi^ 
parts of Egypt t and the bee that is in the land of Affyriat 
Ifa. vii. 1 8. and they (hall range themielves un&r his 
banner to execute his dreadful commiifion. Or, if 
the whole creation, doe^ not afford kgkxis of them Uif- 
iicientfor his pur^ofe, He^ who could animate die 
duft of the earth into lice, Exod, viii^i6. can comh 
mand all the fands of the fea into fwarms of hornets ; 
or he can call millions out of nothing into being with 
a word, all drelfed in their proper hvcry, and armed, 
with their flings to carry on his war. What can be 
wanting to that God who has all the uncreated and 
unknown world •£ pofTiblcs within the reach of his 
voice ? He calleth the things that are mt, as though they 
were, Rom. ir. n 

XXXIV. 
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XXXIV. CITATIONS AND INSCRIPTIONS. 

ANCIENT Cuilom and modern Fafhion are two 
fovereign tyrants, who bear aimed an univerfal 
fway over the prahices of mankind. They arc dircClly 
oppofite te each othor, and they (hare the empire of 
the world between them. The learned and the mighty, 
as well as the poor and the foolifh, obey their dictates 
without farther inquiry, and fubmit all to their au- 
thority, without rcferve, and without reafcn. 
, Why did the Pirfiaus \vor(hip the fire, and die C/V- 
neje the fouk of their anceftors ? Why do the Papiils 
fay their prayers in Latin^ and the Jenus wafti their 
hands always before eating ? It wai the ufage of anci* 
ont ages« aod the cudom of their fathers* Why did 
the ladies of Grtai-Briuim wear rufis and ^ardin^ales a 
century anda half ago? and why do the men of fafhion 
now-a-days keep two knots of hair dangling on their 
lhoulders» with oq« long curl behind ? Does nature find 
{6 much convettience, or fpy fo much decency in it ? 
Keitherof the two : but dill there is fuppofed to be rea- 
ioxk enough for any of thefe oddities, iioce it is the 
prefcnt mode. The mode will foon reconcile fancy 
to the mod awkward appearances, and the mod in- 
commodious pradices: but if nature, reafon, and 
convenience* make never fo loud reraondrances, they 
mad all ftand afide and fubmit, while fomt old cuftoms^ 
and foroe nenjc fajbions pronounce their abfolute decrees 
.concerning a tnoufand things, and determine without 
appeal. 

Yet if reafon, or religion, might have leave to put 
in a word, methinks there are fome ancient fadiions 
which (hould never have been antiquated, as well as 
there are fome new ones which diould never have been 
/u&red to arife. 

It 
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It was a fafhion among our grandfathers, to cite a 
worthy or elegant feritence from fotne author of cfta-* 
blilhed fame, and that in their converfation, as well 
as their writings. They would choofe to exprefs their 
fentiments in the bright and beatitifal language of- 
fome ancient poet or philofopher, which gave new 
life and ftrengih to the period : biat, for Aefe fifty 
years paft, you gain the name of a Pedant^ if you 
affiront the modiin world with a wife and ^tou» fay- 
ing, borrowed from one c^ the ancients in dKir own 
language. 

i will grant, indeed, that it was a piece of pride, 
vanity, and impertinence, in fome who lived in the laft 
century, to interline all their difcourfe», and almoft 
every page of th^ir books, with perpetual fcfaps of 
Greek zn<S Latin ; and it became yet m^ft ridiculous^ 
in fermons and treat ifes, which were written only fof 
the uic of the EngUfi world, who knoSv nothing but 
their mother-tongue : but muft fo ufefq^aiid (^teVtadn* 
ing a pradtce be bani^ed for every l^eofaft! it hds bee^ 
abufed, and carried td extremes ? Snppofe I have a' 
fine and noble fentimetit in my thought^?, i^hic'h \ 
learned from Seneca or Ci^Oy nftuft 1 b6 boutfd to die- 
Kver it in my own rude latiguage, rather than kt tholisF 
ingenious ancients fpeak it in their owti phrafe ; fup^ 
pofmg always that th6 company, in l^hich I fpe», 
onderftand the Roman tongue? Is it fuch a crifne to' 
. let Jtevenal or Horace fay an agreeable arid jperYiajAf 
thing for me, when I thereby coiffe^ that I cannot fay 
any thing myfelf fo pertinent and fo agreeable ? And 
why may not a Dau id or a Solomon ^ as well ^s 2i Virgil f 
a Milton^ or an Addifo/it rife and dignify a period-, now 
and then, with their noble, And juft, and elegant 
lines, and enliven a modem page with their Warm and 
fplendid images ? It is not natilie and r^foA, but mere 

fafhion 
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fEilhicm» that has bfandcd this prance with the odious 
name of furkanifm, or o{ pedantry; and, I think, I 
may coogratalace ^ prefeat age^ that it begms a 
little to fe revived, even by writers of the firft rank. 

May I prefume again to enquire, why we (hould 
abfdutely renounce the fafhion of our fore-fathers, in 
adoFninf their churches and their houfes with the wife 
and pious iayings'of philofophers, or of prophetaand 
men infpired ? God himfelf indented this praftfce, and 
mack it a law for the Je^ws^ his favourite people, that 
thtyjhould <write hisftatutet on the pofis ef their houfes^ 
emd on their ^es^ to ^rike the eye and neart of them 
^at came in. Nor is there any thing fuperftitious ot 
^ew(/h in this matter : the walls of Chfifiian temples 
were wont to be infcribed with remarkable precepts of 
piety, taken from the word of God ; moral and di* 
vine raottOB were, in fortner centuries, thought an or- 
nament to the narrow paanels of their wainfcbt, and*. 
kmg and beautiful fentences ran round the cornice of a 
private houfe, and carried virtue and peace with them 
^•the way. That divine rale of equity. Deal 'with 
tithers^ as you nvoiddhrwe o^ers deal nrnth you ^ has flood 
'guard in a tra^efman's (hop againft every appearance 
of fraud, and every temptation to ovcr-rcacn a cuf- 
^tomer. Cldfets and compting-houfes often told our 
anceftors' their duty when they were alone; and their • 
"large 'and fpacious halls taught virtue and goodnefs to 
theSvGtfld'in fair and legible characters. The parlour 
and dining-room put their friends in mind of God 
and heaven, in letters of veri^ilion and gold ; and the 
kitchen and the out-houfes inftrudted the fervants in 
their duty, and reproved them to the face, wlien tbev 
ventured to praflile iniquity out of the light of their 
mafter. 

' Iknow^there is a decorum to be obferred in all 
F things 
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things of this kind. I am not for pafting; vip whole 
pages of morality round the rooms, nor ^ing cv^ry 
naKcd panne] with little Goikic emblems and ornaments, 
with pious rhymes or ledures of religion : but me- 
thinks we ran to a wide extreme, when we abfolucely 
exclude every fuch leflbn of virtue Irom all the places 
of our lefideoce. And iince the prefent mode has con- 
demned all thefe infcriptions of truth and goodnefs, I 
know not what is come in the room of. them, unlefs 
k be the filthy abufe of letters, and a lewd or profane 
couplet graven with a diamond on a pane of glafs. 
Our walls in ages pad wore the* fignatuies of honour 
and virtue : now there are too .many windows, that as 
foon as they admit the light, difcover our (hame* I 
wonder how any man, that pretends to politenefs and 
elegancy, (hould fcribble fuch lines as female modefty 
ought never to fee, and which the rudeft tongue of his 
own fex ought never Co pronounce. 

At other times you (Kail find fome vile reproach on 
particular perfons, left (landing oo the glafs to be read 
oy future comers: and thus the fcandal is conveyed to 
multitudes in a long fucceffion ; and eve^ reader, by 
leamine the unjuft reproach, may, in fome fenfe, be 
(aid to increafe the writer's guilt. 

If they muft write the names of their miftrefles on 
the windows, and defcribe their beauties there, kt 
them do it in fuch language as may not oflend the 
tongue of modefty to repeat, nor rai& a blofh cm the 
cheek of virtue. 

If the Mufe laviih her immortal wit 

To paint a fading face. 
And the firm diamond the frail honoun write 

Upon the brittle glafs. 
Let no foul word pollute that lieavenly ray 

Whkh makes the lines appear : 

Lewdnefs 
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Lewdneft woald taint the foo-beams in tlieir way ; , 
Lewdnefs fhoold ne'er be ^id bat when keen light* 

nings pby 
To blaft the water's hand, and fhake his four with fear. 

If they would write the name of a friend or a ftranger 
there, let it be a name of worth and. honour ; let it m 
fome example of virtue, and attended with a due ea« 
comium. 

ALBINUS. 

Clear as the elafs^ his fpotkfs £ime» 

And lafUng mainond writes hb name* • 

Or if a diamond muft be nfed for a pen, and a pane 
of glafs maft be the tablet on which we write, I (honld 
rather cfaoofe that tho(e pellucid mediums, which tranf- 
mit the light of heaven to our eyes, (hould convry 
fome beam of facred knowledge, or fome ufeful me« 
mento to the mind. 

Words of eternal truth proclaim, 

AH mortal joys are vain : 
A diamond pen engraves the theme 

Upon a brittle plain. 



toCXV; AGAINST LEWDNESS. 

I. 

WHY (hould you let your wand'ring eyes 
Entice your foul to Ihameful -fin ? 
Scandal and ruin are the prize, . 
Tou take fudi fatal pains to win. 

Fa This 



y ^^mmfoH tell . -. . • - ^ 

Watch xou^fO^?*liVle bea»rof^^^ 
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FIee» fionen^ flee'^^ nidaWfal bcsd; 

Left yengttmoe fakdyxMi dowh/ to dwoU 
In the dark regiohs of the dead ^ 

To feed the fierceft fires, of belL 



XXXVI, AGAINST DRUNKENNESS. 

IS it not'itrsnge thdt evdy creature 
Sbotild know the rnealure of its thirft, 
(They drink but to fupport their nature. 
And gi¥«:4ueiiu>iftiirb to their duft;) 

Wbii^maib vir^msa^, whoib npUer kind 

. Should (com to a^ fat&neath the beaft, 
Dcawn» all th&^glpries^ of his mind> 
And kills his foul: to ple^^fe hit: tafte 1 . 

O what a hateful,. Ih^nieful fight. 

Are- drunkards reeling through the ftreetf 
Now they aoe fond, and now they fight ,^ 

And Bour^ their d\aaie on all they meet* 
IV. 
Is it fo »K]ui(ite a pleafure 

To troll down iiqyor through the throat. 
And fwill, ^nd kaow no bounds or me^fure, 

'Tin fenfe and re^on are:ibrfi:ot. 
V. * 

Do they deferve th' immortal name 

Of M-A K, who fink fo far below ? 
Will Go», the maker of their frame 

j^ndui^ to fee them: i^^ii it fo ? 

Fj Can 
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VI. 
Can they e'er think of Heaven or grace. 

Or hopei for glory when they die ^ 
Can fuch vile ghnfts expert a place 
Among the mining fouls on high ? 
VII. 
The meanoft feat is too lefa'd : 
To entertain a drunkard there. 
.. Ye finners of thisloath&JQe kind^ . 
Repent, or perilh in defpair. 



XXXVIL VANITY CONFESSED. 

IT was a ftrange and thoughtkfs expreffidn of a very 
ingenious author*, * Among all the millions of 
^ • vices, (ays he, that I inherit * from Admni I have 
• efcaped the firflf and father-fin of prJd*.* And he 
goes on to prove it, by afferting his humility^ after 
many boafted inilances of his learning and acquire- 
ments. Surely, thought I, this man lived much a- 
hroad, and converfed but little at home ; he knew 
much of the world, but he was not acquainted with 
himfelf; and while he praflifes this vanity in fo pub- 
lic a manner, he ftrongly denies that any belongs to 
him. 

SeKotvs was a man of more mortified foul, a faga- 
cjous felf inquirer while he lived ; and among his rooft 
fecret papers which efcaped the flames, this following 
folilpquy was found after his death. How paflionatcly 
does he mourn this frailty, and with what a becoming 
fenfe doth he lament and bewail this original blemim 
of his nature! It was written before he arrived at his 
facred dignity, but it difcovcrs the fentiments and the 
piety which attended him through aI4 his life^ 

Pride, 
* Dr. Brown, in his KelifJ^ Medici, 
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Pride, faith he, i« f<> cxtcnfivc, fo univcrfal a diC- 
cafc of maiikind, that I know no part of the infedion 
which we derive from our firft fatncr, that has fo i«- 
timately mingled itfelf with the whole mafs of blood, 
has fo much corrupted our bed powers, and runs, 
without exception, through the whole race. — Me- 
thinks I can fcarce move, or fpeak, but I feel the fe- 
cret poifon working, and I am betrayed at every turn 
into new folly and guilt by thb flattering and fubtilc 
enemy. 

If I am accepted in company, and find favour a- 
mong men, how ready am I to impute it to my own 
merit ! and if I meet with reproach, how does my 
heart fwell againft the tongue that uttered it, and I 
begin to charge the ignorant world that they have not 
known me I or I accufe them fecretly of doing in- 
juftice to my charader ; for I fancy myfelf to have 
deferved the honours of mankind, and not their cen« 
fures. 

This adlive iniquity is never at reft ; whether I have 
to do with God or man, it befets me on every fide, it 
breaks the commands of the firft table, as well as the 
fecond, detrafts from tlie honour that I owe to my 
Maker, and the charity due to my fellow ercatirres. 

1 devote myfelf and all my powers to God in the 
morning, and I think I do it with fokmn fincerity : 
then I meditate, I compofe, or perhaps! preach, and 
diifufe the knowledge of the glory of Christ, my 
Lord. But if fom e fliining th ou ght break mt o my %^ 
meditations, how fond am i t o fpread and drcFsit, jp 
m ake ielf ihine a tittle ; aiid ihiis hichlegrou flyattempt 
to fhare the honour that is due alone to my Saviour 
and the gofpel ! how clofely doth the f€rpeni;^i niquity 
twine about my nature, aiid defile my moft rcl^igious 
fer vices! Often do I aflume thefe lines in my lips, and 
F 4 with 



104 MISCELLANEOU^THOUGHTS, 

with th&pleafing pain tl^t^Iong^ tarepttktinee, iTap- 
propriate the words, to myfelf«i u* thou^ I hid beet 
the author of them. 

*Th pride, that bufy fin. 

Spoils all that J[ perform ; 
CuHl pride, that creeps fecurely io^ 

Ana fwells a haughty wormi 

If 1 begin to write any divine thoughts in verfej t» 
eniert^n myfelf, or my- felloi(ir-GhriiliaBS« with holy 
melody* I £nd this temper, at nxyr rigbt-hand, abiifiBg 
my poefy, to the ruin^ my relig^on ^ ■■ ■ 

My God, the fongs I frame 

Are faithlefs to thy^cauft. 
And ileal the honours of tLy name 

To build theif own applaufe* 

Sometimes I raife my thoughts a little to contem- 
plate my Creator, in the numerous wonders of his pow«r 
and wifdom, in his inimitable perfections, and in the 
majefly and grandeur of his nature ; I fall down be- 
fore him, confounded in his prcfence. My own ideas 
of his tranfcendent excellency overwhelm me with a 
fenfe of ray own meannefs, and I lay myfelf low in 
the duft, whence I and all my fore-fathers fprang : 
But, periiaps, a fudden moment turns my thou^ 
afide to my brethren, my fellow-mortals; and when 
I imagine myfelf fuperior to fomc of them, the worm 
that Jay level with the jduft begins to fwc Jl and rife 
a^in, a nd ' Xy ain felf-co mpairifon^ wiUrcrcaturra in- 
terrupts the Kumble proft rations oFmy loul, and ipoits 
my devotion to my God. 

And here it is very ailoniihing to confider upon 

what 
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what trifles of circumftance foolifh man i» ready to 
e^alt himfdf. above his neighbour. I am eveaafham- 
od to. think, ^t when. I iiand among pedbns of 2k 
low ftature, and a mean outwacd appearance* (efpe- 
ciully.if thftf-are utter Urangera) I am ready to look 
downward upon their undertakings, as beneath my 
Qwn^ be($aiife nattiise has formed my limbs by a larger 
model, ,1^8 miftdthis animal balk upon higher piilars, 
and given me a full aiid. florid ai^od. Ridiculout; 
thought,: and wild iiongination 1 as . though tho fiza 
an d; colour , of. the _ brutc. were thepcQipcr sn^ujOLtQ 
iud ggisrthegan' t " - '-^•- 

At another time, when I have been engafi;ed in free 
difcoturfe, I have heard a.fprightly .youth talk moft per« 
tin^itly on the propofed fubje^, but 1 felt myfelf j 
iKady: before-hand .iQ.defpi^ whatever he fhouldfey, 
bcpa ufe I ,happ<nc d tojae boin toi years befiwe hjm r 
apd yet bow wreteBSll^niSconfiiKnt 
mind I for, I was tempted the next moment to negle^ 
what waa-ipokfaby a g^avc gentleman prefent, becaufe 
hfi w ^ bom twenty yea rs before me : My own vanity < 
wpuld perfuade me, that the one waslfo roach youngi^i 
thm Ir thatJfiJia^nqt-Ki*, arrived ^^a^ «nd t^j 

o tfierib ropqhio kkff, thathe t ed fSiggottea^ , -^ . - | 
. ilOKUt IS «ot>f«^<S & iw,^ia"iT if >3f is ihe id^ 
amd 1^ temptation. M^ fbolilh htfart is ape to fay 
witUb itfeli^ even when I. am in the midil ^ fierfpnat 
qC thought aad fagacity, <' Methinka they (hould al^ 
•*.bc oT my mind, when! have given my ofanipn;''. 
aflid I feel a fecrtt inclination to flatter my own^udg'* 
i9eot> though I condemn the young and the old. -^ 
Thus ia prtde bufy and zealous to exaXt/e/f on every 
occafion, to fet up the /Wb/, and make all bow down, 
toil. 

Theic iilcDt andunffien tjoms of thought within me 
• F 5 are 
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are fo impudent^ and fo anreafonable, that I caimor 
bear to let them appear even before my own jadgroeitt ; 
I fcarce bring them to a trial, for I know they are 
evil ; I condemn them as foon as they are l)ornr, I ba- 
ntfh tliem for ever from my {oviU and forbid thtir re- 
turn. But ere I am aware they will come to their old 
zMtive feat again, in fpite of all the laws and: mles of 
reafon and religion ;. they overie«p all ihc hsLt4 and 
fences that I raife perpetually to keep them out. 
This wicked pride is a home-bom and domedic enemy >. 
it knows every avenue o# the foul, and is hardly 
excluded even by the fevercft watchfidnef*.. 

Wc arc fo fond- to appear always in riie righ t, that 
I (ii^ mVteit to- need a great degree of ielf-dcnial, in 
ordar to believe ^at truth i» trudi, when ) have hap- 
pened to fall into a difierent fenttnient ; and what is- 
this but pride of heart ? I seed not go* far backward in* 
my life* to find an inftanceof this i'olfy^ orniadneis;: 
fomething of this kind fo often pccurs. 

Three days ago I was relating an affair of great con- 
jfequence, and was oppoied in my narrative by a friend, 
who knew the whole ftory periiKUy : I felt mv heart 
unwilling to yield to his oppoiitiottv though tne rea- 
fonings ttiat attendeohhb narration carried fvperior light 
and foreein them.;. I was hardly conviheed that f ;was 
in the^ wrong, titt-I had left she compaofy, and be- 
thought floyfelit Thircurfed conceit, now it blinds- 
the eyes to reafon, and bars' oup convi6iion !' And it i^ 
the fame difeale of the mind tharpsevents our confof* ' 
ii'off of an error; even when we are iivwardiy convin>- 
oedofit;. It isjprid e that c r amp t\\^ organs- of fpee ch- 
and m akes th e fe wo rd s, / *was mif^hn^. fo hardto|)r o- 
Bouiias in eveiy lSinjuage. 

'WRenT am debating a point of controverfy, how 
siuch am I pleafed when I overcome ! and how ready 

do* 
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do I find my tongue to contend for vidonr too often 
widi greater folicitude than for truth ! I feci the mif- 
chief working, though I hate it. I look inward, I 
blufh, and chide myfelf; but, in the next company, 
nature returns, the inward diftemper ftirs again, 1 am 
ambitious of conqueft in the next difpute ; yet profefs 
to be a Philofopher, a diiciple of wifdom, and a lo- 
ver of truth ; bat I feel I am y fnn nf ^{a^^ 

I watch aeainft die £rft nungs of this inbred evil ; 
but it is beK»re-hand with me : I refolve to fpeak my 
fentiments with a modeft air, but vanity (its upon my 
lips, and forms the fentence, or at leaft gives fome 
fwelling accents to the found : Then I figh inwardly 
at die fudden reptoach. What a vaim fwftitb ami! 
an4 ihoold condemn m^felf a& the very vileft piece of 
human nature,, if I did not obferve the fame folly 
working at my right hand and at my left, and (hew- 
ing itfelf ail round me in a variety of (haj>es. Were 
all the progeny of £<iv ta be fummoned to tlie bar of 
GoD> and tried upon this indidment, 

Alas for poor mankind I 

Nor fine nor age is- free : 
What would become of man } 

What would become of me ? 

Vamjpt was in company while this paper v^as read^ 
wherein ^tnahn confefied diis foible of his (bul ; and 
with foote Gonfbfion broke out thus : < What ! Senotus^ 
• the wife and pioiM» the modeft and the humble, fay 
« all this i Semimy ihe venerable man of the Epifcopal 
« order, and the gk>ry of our church, talk at this rate ! 
« O foran ctemd fncceffioa of fuch.bi(h€M>s in every 
« {at t— But what leflbn (hall I Icam by it r I will re- 
*- vat to my dofet and fearch inward;, for, how many 
F 6 ^ vices 



io8 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

* vices (bever haog about me, yet I never thonolit my 

* felf a. proud man before* bat I begin to fu^d me 
•now/ 



XXXVUL PASSION AND REASON. 

AMONG the multitude of words that are ut- 
tered by the paflions» you may fometimes chance 
to hear the didates of reafon : But if you f offer your- 
felf to be ruffled, and return wrath for wrath, yon fo 
^edually ftop your ears againft her fofter voice, that 
you cannot believe there waos a fyllable of reafon in all 
ihe difcouife of your opponent ; and thus, by indolgw 
ing the fpirit ot eontradi^Uon, you forbid your own 
improvement. 

Tranquillus is a gentleman of a penetrating judgment^ 
and a fedate temper : Aftrapi is die partner of his Hfe ; 
a perfon of gooa underibnding, but her imaginadoit 
far exceeds : there is great brightneis in her converfa« 
tion, but her paflions are warm, and (he fo far forgets^ 
hcrfelf, that her voice is fometimes a little elevated>. 
even while company is prefent. When the dbuds ga- 
ther, and the florm rifes, TranquillMt, yields to the cir* 
cumilances of the hour ; he knows it is in vain to de- 
b ate with a tempeft^ or. rep ro ve a whirlwin^> but h e 
calmly expels lilence and fair weather to movfour; 

Many a time has the gt>od roanrconfeflfed, that he 
has gained fome ufeful hints of knofwkdge under thofb 
ledures \ for I have worn out, faid be, many a cam« 
^aign: I have learnedto read tnirii by the flaih o f 

Sun^wder, and to hearken to .^ood (cnfe cy en Whe n 
le cjmnoi^jroar. Her admonitions ase iiffiihu»fCo my 
' tixtoev 
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niffion, and withoat weariaefs, though when her 
friendfl firft came id to fceher, (he couldhardly fpealCi 
lor fainting^* 

Thus have I ieen an old lap-dog He Allien or lazy 
before the fire» though pretty miG had tried an hun<^ 
dred ways to awaken thecreatore to a^ivity and play :. 
Buf a ftranger happening to enter the room, the little 
cur hath calkd np ail his natural envy and rage, nor 
hsLth he ceaied barlung till the (Iranger difappeared. 
When the fulfen animal would not play,, he let u& heac 
that he could bark; 

But I fepso've myfclf* This vice is too big to be- 
chaftifed by ridicale ;r for, it is a moft hateful breach of 
the rules of the gofpek What a difmal fpedacle is it 
to fee this engine of fcandal fet on work £o fuccefsfullv 
atnonff Chrtttiaas, to drive out the deaf and dumo- 
fpirit! to fee Satan employed to cail oui Satan, and 
cne evil fpirit difppfiefikd by another I 

G the ihameful guft and reliih that fome people find 
in reproach and (lander I The great apoftlc fays, Sj^eak 
ivi of MO man ; and he excludes raiUrs and re^ilmfrom- 
the kingdom ofhtaveit: XtxLatriffd performs the duties- 
of the church wd the clofet, rails daily at fome o£ 
her neifihboors, and thinks herfelf aChriftian of the 
firic rax& ftiU ; nor will (he fee nor believe the iniqaity: 
of her temper^ ob the guik of hec convetfatiom 



XL. EXCELLENCIES AND DEFECTS^ 
COMPENSATED;^ 

FAME doth net alwaya^ belong to die a^ve and. 
the fprightly, nor immostal memory to the fons^ 
of wit. Qravomut was a perfon of prudience and vir- 
tue, 
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miev but rather of a flow coneeptbn^ and a very ma- 
cerate (hare of natural vivacity i a man of little dif- 
eourfe^ but much thought. He would fometimes bring, 
forth very valuable fentences, andfumilh the company 
with wife obfervations that he had'OoUefied by. many 
vears reading, and long acquaintance with men and 
books. He travelled on; daily in a regular robnd of 
life and duty to a good old age, he pafled off the ftage* 
with honour among his friends> and was remembered* 
twenty years, after his death. 

Lycidas was a gentleman of great parts, fprightty 
wit, far f^perior to Gravotiius. in the powers of the 
mind, and at leaft equal to him in virtue : he (hone 
bright in every company, and put a luftre upon all his- 
religion ; he was the wcmkr and love of nis friendt- 
while he lived. He was fummoned away from: the* 
world in* the bloom of life, deep lamentations uwre 
made at his grav«,. but in a .few yeah tin^ he was- 
fbraotten. • 

How came this to pafsy that what blazed, fo bright 
fhouid vanifh fo foon, and be loft at once ? The lea- 
ibn is. not far to ^oek. Greevanim kept his hours and& 
Bis rounds as conftant as the fun ; and bis track of lift: 
was drawn to a great length,, asni. was well known to' 
^e. world : Heiaia over hia apophthegms and leffins of 
prudence, till: his acquaintance had: iearncit them by 
heart. Lycidas was adive and ready in all the varieties 
of life, but nerer. tied • himfelf dmrnr.to rules, and 
forms, and fentences, nor could he teach another to 
aft as he did : He always entertained his.fcienda with 
a rich profuiion of new. icndrocnts, s . Neither his wit 
nor his wifdom had any common places :- His manner 
aisd his way was like an eagle in the aifv that: leaves 
99 tfadb behind. His coni^erfaiion and (us life bad » 

«thooi»nd 
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thoufand beauties in them ; but they were .neither to 
be imitated', nor fcarcely rehearfed by another. 

If I w«cttp live always, furcly I would wifli to be 
Lycidas^ that T might have my heart ever at my right 
hand^ in the phralc oi Solomon.', that I might know on 
the fudden how to fpeak pertinently, and what couife 
to take on every new occurrence of a world that is lo 
perpetual' changes. I would have an underdanding 
cvej? read)^ to faggeft the thing that is properdin every 
time and place. It muft be flowed, xhdii Lycidas.wzA 
much th^ inore ufeful man on earth, thougb,his name 
was (bon forgotten.: But Grcevonim hath this to com- 
penHite his ilownefs, diat, in fome fenfi, he lives the 
lon^r for it. His regular condudl' was learned and 
copied.by his^family : His fentences are often rehear- 
fed among his friends ; he fpeaks while he is/ under 
ground, and giv^ advice to the living twenty years 
after he ^s dead. 

There is nothing on earth excellent on all .fides } 
tliere mufl be fomething wanting in the bdl of crea- 
tures, to (hew how far they are from perfeftion. God 
has wifely ordained it, that excellencies and defe^ 
ihould be mingled amongft men 4 advantage and di^ 
advantage are throwninto the. balance, the one is fiat 
over againftthe other, that no man might be iupremoh 
ly cxafted,. and nonc.-u^rly contemptible. 



Xtl. ENVY Df$COVERED, 

EK(V Y is a malignant, vice ; ioJl. ib hateful an.sfi- 
fped^.andfo black acharaoter, tfasttictvier^r matt 
abhars' it^ When j^peariog ia.itB oi|o.>oolbQi94 tibd 

, i' . -r- whofoevei 
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whofoever is accufed, renounces the charge with in- 
dignation. 

When Athofi was a boy, and read the defcription of 
this foul Fury in the books of the Greeli and Ronton 
iPoets, he imagined that it was f^me bedlam, that i»- 
fefted Heathen countries ; but hfe Could not believe 
that (he (hould dwell among ChrllSians, and have a 
temple in their very boforas* 

Could one ever fuppofc that Envy (hould mix itfeff 
with the blood, and ipirits of a good man, or find any 
room in the fame heart where tmrre is a favour of true 
religion ? Religion confifts in an intercoorfe of divine 
and human love ; 

But Envy fmiles at forrows not her own. 

And laughs to hear a nation groan. 
. But Envy feeds on infamy and blood, 
.And grieves at all that's great and good. 

But Envy pines, becaiife her neighbpars thrive. 

And dies to fee a brother live. 

Yet this i^efy nudigHont 'vice, this^iry of ML, makes 
her way fometimcs into the wtiyjbui that is born ef God^ 
and that hopes to be an inhabitant of Heaven : but it 
•generally . takes care. to conceal its name, *and to dif- 
gttife its odious appearance, that it may. not be known 
in the heart where it dwells. It too often breaks out 
indeed before the eyes of the world-,- \o the (hame and 
fcandalof religion, and appears in its own moft hate- 
ful form, rejoidng in mi/chUf; but it nHich. more fre- 
quently fits orooding vf\iki\Viy fretting at the peace and 
npelfare of others ^ and fpreads a melancholy gloom, 
•andt painful horror round aU the chambers x>ttke fottl, 
if the fun but (hijienpon a neighbour's hoafe. 
i . Tl^eie k oiaDjr a ChhiUaa indulges this fecrec ini- 
quity^ 
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quity, and pnAiics this vice without the reproaches 
of c6n(cietice» becaufe he cannot believe his conduct 
deferves thi^ name. And whither can I fend fuch a 
one to learn the nature of this fin better than to his 
Bible? 

The holy Pfalmift was once overtaken with a fit of 
Envy; and after he had been divipeJy convinced and 
alhamedof it, -the way -wherein he. confeiTes and deJ^ 
Iczibes it is this : That he inlarged his ideas of the 
profperity of the wicked, he Tpread abroad all their 
Dononrs and their riches before the eyes of his imagi« 
nation, and magnified every circumftance of their 
health, their ftrength, and all their comforts of lite ; 
but he conceals or lefifens all their troubles, as though 
they had nothing to complain of: while, at the fame 
time, his mouth was filled with com}>laints of his own 
forrows ; he painted his own grievances upon his fancy 
in the darken colours, and the moil difmal (hapes ; 
and by the comparifon of their condition and hisown, 
his (bul-grew much more oneafy. 

• As for my wicked neighbours, fays he, they 
■ thrive in the world, they increafe in riches, they 

• arc not in trouble like other men, nor are they 

* plagued as I anr; their eyes ftand out with fatnefs ; 

• they have more than heart can wifh ; they opprcfs and 

• profper; they arc encompaffed with pride and hoi- 
' nours ; they are gay and wanton in their garments of 
« opprefiion and violence ; in life their ftrcngth is firm, 
« and they diie eafy, for the/ have no painful agonies 
' in their death : But as for me, the waters of a fuM 

* cap are wrung out to me ; all the day long have I 

* been plagued, and chadened every morning; F/aim 

Ixaiii. 

The jood man, when he fdt this evil temper word- 
ing in him, indalged k too much at firft ;4Hit upon a 

juil 
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juftievicw hechid himfelf; aadrfutmuttedtiob^^llirbx' 
Its proper name; / *was envio vs at.the./ool(/S^, ■ avbeu 
I fanu the frofperUy of the ijjkkMd* 

O that it bad been found only amon^ the Jews and 
Heathens, and never broke into Chriflendom! £at 
this is a fruitlefs wifh !— — 

Thmillo has an affluence oi all the bleffings of life> 
^cept perfed. health and public honoif* ^ He is fome- 
times contod to his chambfss b^ fmaJi i^diif^iitions^ 
while his next neighbour T^^goMris.hajiftgpne inadan*- 
gerous confumption> andTj^a/CiSjr l^Bp^ 
v^iVv;* walks about the fields, and> rides daily iix the 
country, if poiTible to preierve his life : in the noeao 
time he-receives hift friends,, with a becoming degree of 
dieerfulnefs and pleafare, and ia-mnch honoured and 
efteemed by ail m% acquaintance,. nQi^yAC beyond hit 
merit. : ., > 

Go vifit 7'ie0/wZ&,; and' he. entertains joo.with: no^ 
^ngbtit long tirefome connlaints. o£ bis own-^nins 
and ailments; and, with a leniible afiguiih. at hear^ 
tells you, that he hears l^hhm. laugh- aloud with » his 
companions ; thsxThiron rides about at his eafe, while 
himielf is aprifoner : And. while he enlarges, o^n all 
the topics that: make his own- life any vfsstf. nncom&D' 
tables he takes^as mn^b pains^ tprexj)aiiat«; upon all the 
better circumilances of his neig^booJi^i M fpreads.them 
.abroad in their mod. ample fpjcons^ and.^th.an inward 
refentmeot paints ou^Thhvn.^h;ug^^pis^ in glaring co- 
lours : he magnifies i t to a:^ exce&^ia .bis- own fan- 
cy, and before hisr friends,, that h^ may feem-to have 
fome reason to fupport his uneafy compari/on, and his 
linw^d' difqnictude of foUl.. 

Some of thofe that vifit him, happen to fpeak well 
jof ^hko»i, and, .while they pity? bis ^ing.€ircumilan- 
iCes,, tbw we»tion l^is yirtu^es witb x^ jiife. , Ah 1 fay^ 
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TIuMJlf9,,m'n^Mioui walks at bis .pleaTuoe^ he i» 
courted ,^p4 cairale^, and he loves tbofe that .cazeiB 
iiixn ;. but if they knew' all that I have heard of him. 
ibey would .^bfinge thoir opinion, and regret his ho- 
nours. 

Thus ThofriUo grows peeviih with all around him, 
and frets aw^y fi ^ood,part of his own health, becaufe 
his iieiffhb<uirs are not ^onfined to their chamber too* 
He.loies.;)lI his good jiharadcr, by endeavouring to 
fully that of ius neighi)our ; nor can you ever pleafe 
bim^ uolds vom find fault with fome of his acouaint- 
ance, aiid finlc their names a-|ittle, and diminim their 

'Yct^ptulhfAini^ very good Chfiftjaa, 

^nd thanks God he has, no fn^iy belonging to him. 
l^itmiMo read .the fevent^^-ihird Pfalm Sis morning, 
.and.GonId not. fee an}: thing jof his own ten^per or fea- 
tures thfure. Who wi^ help Thouillo to a pair of fpcq- 
tacles, and affift nis cye-fighr? ' . 

: I .had fcarce. written -this, when 6*/^//a, entered the 
«ppm, iud when Ihe had read the paper, * Surely, faid 
*"&f , you have, drawn the piflure of Tboniilo to the 
•4life;^cnf',' tbioifgii I never law the gentleman, yet I 
< iiave teard much of him : I know a brother and 
.' :ii(ier of* ins, Thonerus and Thoaerina, and am ac- 
«^ainlcd widi many others of his near relations.' 



.XtfcTHE ROUGH MANiipFTENED. 

jir^rC^RIDIA wasof a^ficklyxonftit^itioii, |?iUtfliewas 
^ XL* r born of quality; >^nd, haying co^defcended to 
imn^ ^.private gentleman, (he ifTumed a r^|;ht to.be 
- iof^icMi^'WUk hex diftjunpers aud^ h^ fc^iih* . She 
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was yoked with a partner of a tall a(tid "firm ftature, 
robuft and healthy, a roan of great coaragjs and rongh- 
nefs, a very Sam/on ; yet his fo.ul had a tender part 
in it, and would weep and bleed,' if tonched in the 
right i^ein. 

He never knew indeed what ficknefs meant, and 
therefore, though he was continually entertained with 
complaints new and old, yet he (hewed very little.fym- 
pathy with his fufferine friends under tneir various 
pains of nature But he met with many fhaip re- 
proaches for want of it, and had daily fevere lectures 
read to him at home on that occafion« 

One evening he was attacked with more fury than 
Bfual, and it awakened him to make this fhort reply* 

* Prithee, Egridia, do not labour in vain. Beet or 

* ftock-ii(h may be beaten till it be tender^ but the 

* foul of a man is neither fle(h oor fifh ; it is not to be 

* bu£[etted into foftnefs, nor teizcd or fcolded into 

* compaffion.' 

Egridia took thehint> and changed her artillery ia 
order to a conqueft. In a few days (he found diat 
Sam/on's heart was not all made t>f trng, but there 
were fome tender materials in his 'compofitioii* She 
dropt a few tears on him, and the c/aj grew foft; ftie 
pra^ifed upon him with the arts of ktndnefs, and hk 
melted like ivax into compaffion, before the gentle 
fire, and began to condole fmcerely upon all her com- 
plaints. 

Reproaches, like needles, may make nneafy hnpref- 
£ons upon a roogh temper, and aM^aken it tonity ; 
but every furgeon will tell us, that a callota, or hard 
fiiefli, is to be cured by fuppltng oils, and not by ^ 
incifion knife* Perpetual rnetorie of the clamoroui 
jl^ind, may at laft force the countenance, of a Smmfim^ 
))cxhap8, to imitate pity^ for the fake of his own peace; 

but 



bet it can never teach his foal to pratli fc the render 

paffion. Perfecutton muy fomtdmes produce » hvpo- 
rrke, but it is foft perfuaiion and kindiiefs only, can 
make a real convert to fympattj, and ttiiti a heart of 
flone ioto fiocere tendertieis, 

Man h the fame thiog itil], as he was m the <iays of 
SsUmt^ifi and human nail] re, in GreaiHrituint \^ to he 
managed the fame way as it was in yu^m above two 
iboufand years ago. The maxima ol that phibfopher 
arc ci^erlafting truths ; and his prudentials will ftand 
tlie teft in all agesj j^Jo/i AJf/urr tumeth aivaj ivmib^ 
hiii gfie'vsiif *w^ds Jhr up Jirift^ By i<ing J^rhefirivgy 
f^tn 4i prinu is prrfifff4icdt and ti /oft iongut hreuhth il< 



XLnL IGNORANCE OF OURSELVES. 

HOW ftrangcly are we fituated in thU mortal 
iiate ! We open oar eyes, we employ our fenfesp 
I and uke notice of a thonfand things aa>ijnd us ; but 
I we Ice and know almoft nothing of outfelvts, — We 
I arc confcioui indeed of our being* and therefore we 7it€: 
^^^ll^^t fwf izfv ; but *wk^t ^vf atit bes deep in dark> 
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to fome airy forms of being, fome'emptir lefinanents 
upon feniihle images, fome thin rarefieaihipe and fab- 
ule confufion. We know ^ot this Selfofcixn, wbidi 
is confcioas of its own: existence, which feet^ ib near 
an union of this fle(h and limbs, and which knows a 
multitudeof things within us and widiout us* A fur- 
prifing Phsenomenoa of nature is this, that the foul of 
man, which ranges abroad though the heavens, and the 
CBith, and the deep watess, and unfolds a thoufand 
xnyfteries of nature, which penetrates the fjftems of 
iGlars and funs, worlds upon worids, fbould be fo un- 
happy a ftranger at home, and not be able to tell what 
its^^is, or what it is msKle of. 

And as we are ignorant, what ourfeWes ^re in a mr- 
furalknk, fo we are as little acquainted with ourfelves 
in a Morai refpeft. • -Self-lore, and pride, and various 
paflions, throw an everlafting diiguife upon our own 
temper and condudl. Whether we haver any Jovcly 
qualities in us or no, yet we fondly love ourfelves, and 
then we readily believe all lovely ^u^ditaes belong to «s. 
It is 'hard, exceeding hard, to convince a lover that 
any blemilhes are to be found in the dear oentse- of his 
'affedions ; but we aie warm, and zealous lovers of our- 
felves in all the ages of life. . Touti is .wild and licend- 
ous i but in thofe years, we perfuade ourfelves that we 
are only making a juft ufeof liberty.- Jn that .icene 
of'.foUy . we are light and viiin.,- andifet no Jsounds to 
4he frcuic homour ; yet we! fancy it is nserdy Bulmo- 
tent. gSdety of heart, which : b6lonjj;s to the fprings of 
nature^ ^nd ilie blooming hours oflife.. In the age oT 
. mafihodt la xugged or a haughty temper is. angry and 
^uarreKbjne ; the fretful^ ajid the peeviih latliUryears^ 
if .not before, are ever kindling into pa&cm andirdent- 
- ment^'btit 'they all agree to pronounce thoir furious 
«r4i»t£uL«ondu^a inczc sttcefiary.ropio^fiGf die in- 
dignities 
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<tt|iiirics whicE are ofitred them by the worlds Self- 
love is fruitfal of fine oanies for its own iniquiurs, 
Oriicrs arc fordjd and cove toui to a {baraeful oegrcr* 
ttticompafiionate and cruel to the mi Arable; and yet 
they talke this vile prance to he oaJy a juft exercifc of 
frugality, and a dutiful care of their own houfhold. — 
Thus every t/rt' that belongs to os* is conflr«ed Into a 
ifftmei and if therc are any fhadows or appearances 
of virtut: itpoa us, thcfc poor appearances ana Jhado«r» 
are magntfitd and realried into the divine qualities of 
as an^l- We who pafs th^fe juft cenfures on tlsc ibl- 
lies of our acquaintance^ perhaps approving -the very 
fume things m ourfelves/ by the infiutnee of the fame 
m ti V c pri iici pie c^f B at te ry an d fel f fondnef^- So dif- 
fcrent is our jodgme nt of the fame weakneiTe^, when 
we find them in curftlvcs, snd from the featcnce wt 
irojiQunct upon tliem if we fee them it) our neigh- 
Sotrr, 

Thuii we hcgin to leam and praOife early this art of 
ftif-d^trivwg ; \\'e grow up in difguifc and fclf flattery, 
and vvt live unknown to ourfdves*. -Happy for u^, 
ej cb are opeiaed to behold the impofture bt^fore 
off diellage ; for fuch grofs mifh^es will then 
la ^ or at leail extrt^meJy daogcrous^ when it is 
;c to corrc^ them* 
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ever Ixiauftful mth^nccyes! GfknrnieMiffslJliifRiiJr^ 
d Father'.ot fpSrits; Ifor 1 cahri6t ltd trft "}■ fee' and 
know niyfclf inaJe like thee. 'A^en this ik ' done, I 
can bear" the reft of my io;n6rt(nce Xvith huihWe batf- 
ehce, tin I j)ut ofF (his vefl and'dili^utifc.of fltffh * £ eih 
wait to learn 'whatfort of heiug fhyjbul /J, till 1 arijlv^ 
at the world of fouls. ' 



. '■ ;*■ ■ ' (I !' ' ■ ■ ' V" ^ ■ 
XLIV. AgiSENCE FRblVt GOD, WlfO 1$ 

c>uX''At't,- '■•■ :■'■■■■ 

MY Gob, roy Maker, I have eallcd thee my all- 
fatisfying portion, and my eternal good. i^Ticn 
1 contemplate thee, I ^and amazed at thy jgrandenr; 
thy wifdom, thy, power, thy fuTnefs df blemng, wrap 
ciy foul up in «lloni(hment and devout filence* Jti 
that happy moment my foul cries out, What are crea- 
tarcs, wnen compared with thee, ^ut mtrc Ihadowsof 
being, and faint reflexions of tliy" light 'and beauty/ 
And yet, (ftupid as I am,) I fobn lofe'xhyUght df 
God, and (land gazing upon thy creatures" all the day, 
as if beauty and hght were theirs in the ofigitiicL ■ 

^ What are they all, O my God, but empty ciftems 
that can givt no relief to . a thjrfty foul, unlefs thoa 
fupply them with rivulets frop on high ? Ahti yet'wt 
crowd about the.fe ciftems, and ai« attached to theitf, 
4is though they were the unfailing fprihgs and foun- 
tains oT our blelTednefs. ' Every bitath we draw." is a 
new and unmerited gift from Heaven : GoU w ourUfe^ 
mi the length of our dcys ; and yet we are Cotlterited 10 
fpend that life far from Heaven, and from Gooi and 
to dwell afar ofFFrora him, amidft the regions of morta- 
lity and d^:ath• We are ever grovelling i^ ihi^ land of 

graves, 
I 
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jrraTcs, as though iinmortal bkflings were to be drawn 
Hom the clods of it. 

Our real and eternal intereft depends more on thy 
fingk favour, than on the united friendlKip of the who4e 
creation ; and yet, foolifh wanderers that we are ! we 
abfent eurfclves from our God, and rove far and w:dc 
to fcek interefts and friendAups among creatures, whofe 
chara<flcr is weaknefs, vanity, and difappointing vex< 
ation. How fond are we of a word or a look trom a 
worm in a high ftaticn ? How do we earefs them and 
court their love, at the expence of virtue and truth, 
and the favour of Go4> our Maker? And yet they are 
iicthing without Goo, but he is our all without their 
leave. 

Should my father and my mother, and every m ortal 
firiend ibriake me, and every good angel take his 
flight ; (hould theie heavens and this earth, with all 
their innumerahie inhabitants, difappear at once, and 
vanifh into their firft nothing ; thy prefence with me is 
all-fufficient, thy hand would fupport my being, and 
t^y lore would furnifti out an eternity of life and cct.^ 
val happinefs. Why tlien do I tie myfolf (o f.ift to rry 
mortal friends, afi though my feparatlon from tl.im 
were certain ml fcry ? Why do I lean up*^n creurirra 
with my whole weight, as though nothing elfe could 
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. and hou^ bafily employed in quefl of fatisfad^ion a- 
mong the fhininc; fnares, or at heft among the flatter- 
ing impertineaaes of the world ; though every new 
experiment (hews me they are ail unfatisfying ? If I 
happen to find any thing here below made a channel to 
convey fome bleflinfi;s to roe from thy hand« how prone 
am I to make an i£)l of it» and place it in the room 
of my God ? 

How much; alas ! do I truft to my food to noarifh, 
and phjrfic to heal n^ I But it is thou alone canft bkfs 
me wiUi eafe, nouriihment, and health, while I dwell 
in this cottage of Hefh and blood. Let medicines and 
phyiicians pronounce defpair and death upon me, a 
word of thme can ihut the mouth of the grave, can 
renew the vigour and bloom of youth, and repair the 
decays of nature. If thou withhold thy vital influ- 
ence, myflefh languilhes and expires, even among the 
luxurious proviflons of the table, and the recipes of the 
learned ; and it is thou only canfl provide me a blifsfnl 
habitation, when this cottage is iallen to.thegrcwnd. 
Father^ into thy hand I commend my fpirit^ when it is 
diflodged from this mortal tabernacle ; and why (hould 
I not Keep my fpirit ever near thee, fince every .mo- 
ment I am liable to be turned out of this dwellings 
and fent a naked ftranger into the unknown world of 
fpirits.^ 

It is but a few days and nights more that I cai) have 
to do with fun, moon, and Itars ; a little tioae will fi- 
niih all my commerce with this yifible world ; but I 
have affairs of infinite and everlafline moment to tranf- 
aft with the great God. It is before thy tribunal I 
mud fland as the final Judge of all my condud, from 
whofe decifivc fentence there is no appeal ; and yet how 
fond am I, and wretchedly folicitous, to approve my- 
felf rather to creatures, whofe opinion and fcntoice is. 

bat 
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bat empty air. It is by thy judgment that T maft 
fland or tall for ever ; the woras of thy lips will be 
my eternal blifs, or my ererlafling woe : why thca 
Should I, a little inft^, or atom of being, be con- 
cerned abont the fmiles or frowns of my fdiow-inie^s, 
my eoual atoms ? Can all their applaufes, or dieir re- 
proaciies, weigh a grab in the divine balance, tha€ 
facred and treroendoas balance of juftice, in which all 
my adions and my foul itfelf muft be weighed ? Let 
all the cicatares, above and below, frown and fcowl 
upon me; if my Creator fmile, I am happy ; nor can 
all their frownings diminilh my complete joy. 

Forgive, gracious God, forgive the pan follies and 
wanderings of a finful worm, from thee the higheft 
and the hcik of beings. I am even amazed at my own 
ftapidity, that I couJd live fo much abfent from thee, 
when my eternal all depends on thee. 

And how much more inexcufable is my forgetful- 
nefs of my God, £nce he has fent his own fon, his 
faireft imaee, into flelh and blood» to put roe in mind 
bf my Maker, and to teach me what my Cod is ? i/# 
Au bath feen nuy fays he, has feen the Father \ I and 
the Father are One* We happen to be bom indeed 
too late for the fight of his face, but we have the tran- 
fcript of his heart, the true copy of his life, and the 
"very features of his foul, conveyed down to us in his 
ever-living gofpels. There we may read Jesus ; there 
we may learn the Father. O may the little rem- 
nant of my days be fpent in the prefenceof my God ; 
imd when I am confirained to converfe with creatures, 
let me ever remember, that I t^ave infinitely more to 
do with my Creator, and thus fhorten my talk and 
traffic with them, that I may have leifure to converfe 
the longer with thee. Let me fee thee in every thing : 
let zne read thy name cve^ where ; founds, fhapes^ 
G 3 colours. 
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colours, inodons, ajid all viiibic things, let tkem- all 
teach me ao invifible Gop. Let creatures be nothiug 
to me, but as the b<)oks which thou has Itnt use to io- 
ffrufl me the IdTons of thy power, wlTdoin, aad love : 
ahov« all, let me derive this /cieoce by coaveric with 
{he blefled Jesus ; and may I be A> wife a proficiex^ 
in this divine fchool, as to learn fome sew leffon daily* 
Train me up among thy viUblc WDrlu ol thy word, O 
my heavenly Father* by the condefcending methods of 
thy ^race arid providence, till I am loofeoedand weaor 
ed Kom all things below God ; and then give me ^ 
glorious difmliTion into that inteire^ual and bliiafiil 
world, where, in a more immediate manner, 1 iee 
God ; and where God himfsilf ia the feitfibk and ac* 
knowledged life of fouls. 



XLV. FORMALITY AND SUPERSTITION.. 

IT is a melancholy thing to confider how fp^ut a 
part of mankind, even in Chridian countries, de- 
ceive themfelves in the facred and irtportanCa£&irs.of 
God and religion. They cheat their confcieuces with 
the empty form* of worth ip, and hope to fccuie tliem- 
felves from eternal evils, and to obtain every blefling 
of the upper and lower world, by mere bodily fervice* 
and the outward Ihapee of devotion. 

The "Papill fprinkles hlmfcir with holy water, and 
believes that the devil dares not aifault nim ; he has 
iigned his forehead witli a crofs, and got fome relics 
of a faint about him ; and how he imagines himfelf fo 
well g^uarded, that he defies the powers of hell. H^ 
fays his prayers in Lafi/z, in full tale and number, for 
he counts his firing of beads to fccure his memory ^and 

his 
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Ills honefty, and expects God fhould hear and blefs 
him for it j though lie himfelf docs not know what he 
jVrayed for in fo many hard words and fyllables. 

JkifdJlB profetks the rroteilant faith^ keeps his church, 
Cofts over Ms prayer-book, bows at the name of J e- 
ivs, and makes alt the rcfponfes in proper time ; he 
obfervcs every feftival, honours the laints, receives the 
fkoraflaent at CJ^H/imir^d Eafter, and grows up mcrdr 
iii the jkxwer of thefefdrnis to a full aflurance of fiil- 
Vatloni : Vet Rtfi/is knows not what you mean by con- 
vIQion of .fur ; he ^rce ever thought himfelf to want 
lepenuiiee, or Yaw and felt his real need of grace and 
forgivcncls. . • 

' Nor is this dari^rous niece of felf- flattery confined 
qn\y to tbofe parties of Chrittians that deal much in 
certniony. jhtarfbus divides himfelf from the national 
church, that he may enjoy and praftife oiircr worfhip, 
Without tiie inventions of men 5 he carries his fcniples 
to i confiierable length in this way ; he dares not be* 
preient at.a coiatnon funeral, left he fhould appear to 
|5in fn Iptnie excepth)nable forms ; he attends the bdlE 
df pfea'i^hers. in their feparating meetings, and that 
tvitn an air of zeal and devotion ; he lays his Biblq 
every night under Kis pillow, and reads three chapters 
tvtry morning ; he endures, perhaps, rpany a feoff 
for hh precife praftices and punftilios ; yet he neglcftsr 
the grear^ <iuties of repentance and charity, and puts' 
the vain fancv of precif'enefs and feparation in the rooflx 
^? faith, and love, aiid inward hoiincfs. 

' Poor abufed rnankind, tliat feefls on th^ ivind to 
gam iiiimortallty, and itfts on a fhadow for fupport in 
matters of everlafting weight and confetjiiencel 

Believe me, Amorphus, your mere nonconformity is 

no better a defence againft the devil, than the relics 

of a faint or the holy water-}>ot. Your difguft againft 

G 4 cftablilhed 
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cftabliftied forms of prayer, will procure no xnorc 
blefllngs from Heaven, than* the LtUin devotions of a 
pried Qr friar. Superftition does not always lie in the 
Qbferyance of more ceremonies than God has made, 
or ^n a mere a£fe<5bitioa to Terve him with rites and. 
forms of the * contrivances- of men. Jntbemerus is as 
fuperftitious in his hatred of Chr^mas and Gciod-Frid^t 
^% Heptfrino is in;the,.tpo fon^ obfer^Upn of them, 
becaufe eacK. of theiri* place their m^nt in . thdr zeal 
about a thing which Goo has left ind^j^erent ' in his, 
word, and for which he owes them no l^^'^al reward. ' 

Tfie feVei-e feparatiff, with all his iingularitieSr ani 
the high churchman > with all his riti|a]s and rubric** 
l^s faints and their feilivals, the fcrupulous, the pre- 
«;ife, and the ceremonious wor(hipper,will be allibutout 
together from the kingdom of heaven^ if they have no. 
Better certiftcate to (hew at ibe gates, of, it, th^nfucb 
empty charafters as ihefe. — 'Fhelc (bipcs of pr6feiBon> 
without real piety, have no place in the wovld of fpi- 
rits, and are of no efteem mTaradifc, .where. Goi^, 
^d Angels dwell. . Nothing can ever 'majbe way .tbilf' 
onr admii&on there, but a holy acquaintance widi 
God, repentance of every known fin, a truft in Je- 
sus the Saviour^ nothing but the life, and Spirit,, 
and power of gbdlinefs ; but patience, humility, and 
{elf-denial ; mortification and watchfulnefs, and faidi 
diat workcth by love. 

Mtrt form are fo eafy a way of getting to heaveo. 
that GaD would never. allow them to be a fufficienl 
title, led his palace ihould be crowded with ten thour 
fand hypocrites. 
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XLVI. COWARDICE AND SELF-LOVE. 

I HAVE often thought it is a right, noble, and gal- 
lant principle which enables a perfon to pafs a juil 
and folid judgment upon all things that occur, without 
ever being warpt afide by the influence of falhion and 
cuflom* It is a noble foul that can pradife fteady vir- 
tue, in oppofition to the courfeof the humour of the 
multitude : 

*Tis brave to meet the world, ftand faft among 
Whole crowds, and not be carried in the throng. 

It was a female miife wrote thefe lines, but there 
is a manly fpirit and vigour in them. Not that we 
(hould be fond of running counter to the cuitom of 
the age or nation wherein we dwell, out of humour- 
ous fingularity to (hew our valour ; but when thofc 
culloros have a plain appearance of vice and folly in 
them, we- Oioukl dare to be virtuous and wi(e in fpite 
of the world. 

It is a felicity in human life to have a good degree 
of courage inwrought into our very frame, and min- 
gled with our blood and fpkits. Virtue itfetf, even whc 
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I eoDfefs there are forae other and worfe principles 
{ti^t ft inett ddecl of natural courage^ which tempt a 
man fometimes to comply with the hifhion> and to fall 
Ib roundly with the errors and vices of the timet,— *^ 
Some perfons have To little love to truth and virtue, 
and fucb an exceflive fondnefs for the thing called 
S£LF» that tliey will never expofe themselves to the 
lead inconveniency, in order to fupport the honour of 
■ wifdpm and relieion amon^ men. Such aa one was 
Cn/fus, in the fourth Satire of JuFvenal^ who ever 
flattered the court, and*foothed the fucceffive emperors 
in all their vices ; and by this means dfcw out his age 
to fourfcoJ^years, 

llle jgitur nltn^uam direxit brachia cotttra 
TorrenteM, nee chtis trat, qui libera pofit 
Verba animi proferre^ l^ 'vUam impendere <ver%^' 
Sic muhas hyemes^ atoue odogejima 'oi^it 
^olfiUuiy ifis armtJ, itld quoqw tutus in auU* 

. ..F A & A F H E A S S D THUS* 

,He 'never was fixe man that dar^d to fwiqi 
jlVgainll the rolling tide« or croTs the ftream ; 
tie was no patriot, nor indulg'd his breath 
* £jravely to Ipeak, his fenfe, and venture death*, 

i. Thus he fpun out his fupple foul, and drew 
A IcngAof life anudft a vicious erew« 
1« ttU rourfcore years he Iaw the fun arife. 
Guarded by flattery, and enticnch'd inlios: 
For 'twas Ins fettled judgment from his youths 

' Onegrainof cafe was wortha world of tfuth. 

But this wretched Self-love i^ fo vile a principle, 
dial it will not only conflrain a man to avoid his duty» 

but 
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but it will <tfteoti«K» pulh him upon oioi! uAuman 
praAice6» and m^ke him facridcc n^s frieoiis) 1^ p»- 
K&^> or hifl fi^uauy to his own jsafe and fafeqr* 

. O cu^ied idol Sei.f1 
The wretch that wodhips thee wotdd dare to tfcad \ 
With impious feet on his own fathec's head* > 

To 'icape a hiiag wave when i«:as the land invade^ J 
To gain the fafety. of fome highex. ground* {coond | 
He'd trample, down tiie.dikes chat ieoce his country I 
. Amidft a general flpodj and 1^^ e the nation drown'd. J 

WeU, tjiougbmy n^tuxai courage run very low» yet 
J hate thefe chara<^rsi which have been norw defcribed, 
and abominate the principtes whence dbey proceed* I 
confels> a feeble ^lan and diffident bad need to pray 
daily, L^rd, Uad %s mt ixio tempwkm : But if ever £ 
rChould be called to bear witnefsto the tmth» andjto do 
pubUc honour to rdigjion and virtue* at thie expi^ocB i^ 
,all my mortal interjfiU* 1 Uud.uhe Gon of n»aire«Dd 
;grpceio furoi^i me iiutb erery «eoefiiiiy ukgxXl And to 
^lyl^ld A^ fyifth divine fortitude. And* Q nay i no- 
j€f dare.^.dp abdfe or ji^^orthy ]t^on,fio w kojury 
of my friend or my country, or to tlie unjuilikmi^ 
ment of the mean;:lt figure among mankind. In order 
to fave life itfelf, or to acquire the richefi advantages 
that can belone to it ! ' ' . , 

. :■ I 'i i I I 1 ,1 i\iJi' 



XLViL SICKNESS ANti-«£d6TERy. 

■ * . i. 

IT was thecuftomx>f Dievid^ as s^PCars •byriWei»l 
of his pfaltas ; and It Vas .the practice ot Hekeki^h 
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tand ypmiS, kings and prophets, to rehearfe the ajgotiicis 
•of their daftrcfs, when they oflfered to Heaven their 
fongs of 4elIVerance. They fccoilefied' their .hours 
anddays of bitternefs, and the workings of their foul 
axnidft their (harp and grievous ferrous, to make the 
leiiiensbrance of their ulvaiion fweeter, and fo kind^ 
the zeal of their gratitude to a higher flame. Isr it 'a 
fatter of blame to imitate fuch examples? Doth not 
the reafon hold good in our age, and to all generati- 
ons? Whv Ihou^ a CBrlftiafihii more afraid to tell the 
^orld^of his alRiaions or diftjfcfles than - a y<<w P Or, 
why (hould he he afhamed to let them know, that 
ramidft ti^cfe finkfngs of Ufeniiid riaenre, Ghnftianity 
and the Gofpel were his fnpport ? Amidft all the* vio- 
lence of my di^mper, and the titeibme months of il^, 
I thank God I l^ever loft fight ^ reafon and religion, 
-though fometitnes I had much ado to preferve the ma- 
ntle of animal nature in fnch prdti^ as ^regnlarly to 
fwreife either the man or the ChrHliaDi- efpecially 
jjiri|e|i lihut my eyes Co feek deep and repofe, and had 
tsqithdraid to.£e»Geaigainft the'diforderlyii^ments of 
'liiatan^ ^ifits.^ J[ut tl^e^ednflias are deftrih^d iii the 
fsHforn'mg titaes, Blti&d he -Goj^ for ptiBferving' and 
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^ieJ^tnr^ ff/h S^irfis, in -a Fi^f^^^and ; r / 

Y frame of nature is a riiffled fcai 
__ . _ And my difcafe the teinpeft. Nature feels 
A ftrange commotion inncr'otmof! centre; 

The 
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The throne of rcafon flnkes. ** BeftilU my th<mghu\ 

•* PeiKe mtd bfJHli" In vein m^ reafbn eivet • 

The peaeefiityrot^t my fpirits ftnve in vain 

To calm the tamnlt and conimand my thoughts. 

This fieih, this circling blood, thefe brutaf powers 

Made to obey, turn rebels to the mind. 

Nor hear its laws. The ftrgme rules the muft. 

Unhappy change ! when nature's meaner fprings 

Fir'd to impetuous ferments, break all order ; 

When little reftlefs atoms rife and reign 

Tyrants in fovereign uproar, and impoie 

laeas on the mind ; confus'd ideas 

Of nen-exiftents and impoflibles. 

Who can deicnbe them ? Fragments of old dreams^ 

Borrow'd from mklnight, torn from fairy fields 

And fairy flcies, and regions of the dead. 

Abrupt, ill forted. O 'tis all confufion ! 

If I but clofe my eyes, flrangc images 

In thoufand forms and thoofand colours rife, 

Stiirs, rlnnbows, moons,' green dragons, bears, and 

An endleft rinedley rufh upon the ftage [ghoits, 

A'nd daiice and riot wild m R'eafon's court 

Above control. Tm in a raging ftorm. 

Where fefts and flcies sue blended, while my foul 

Like fome liglit worthlcfs chip oi floating cork 
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lUtc rp^t therbkil, and tbea pq:hBi|»s i dfop ; . 
Near tQ the' peaceful cgait ; .. (ofne ^(ieaidJ^ UUqw./^ » 
Lodges me.on tlic beai<^y and I ^n^ ifcfi-: . ; m ^ 
Short reft I find ; for the -Acxt r^Uin^ m vc » • . ^ : ' 
Sni^hes me > back again; xhaaob^ing^t 
Sets me adrift, and 1 am borne oS t^fea, ' . r 
Helplefs^ amidil the bluilcf of the wio^^ ' -' 

Beyond the ken of (hore. . 

Ah ! when will thefe tumultuous icencs begQaef : 
When (hall this weary ifj^inti, toU with tenpefts^ 
Harafs'd and broke»» iieach thepcrtof t^l^, . . 
And hold it firm ? When (haU t!b,k ^^yy^^'M^ .. /• 
With all th* irregular fprings «f vijtal {noffcmc^r. • 
Ungov-eniable recwrn to iacifed curd/^f^., . ; x 
And pay their duties to the ruling. miadr? 

Peace of Conscience a^d Palter ^on 



Y£T« .gr^iou6^Co&» amidft thcfe ftorosof naturt> 
Thine eyes bfihold ^ l^fpet apd &crad oalm 
Reign throiigh the cealms o^ con^ieiifre ; All withia 
Lies peaceful, all ()oiiipo»^,» ,:*TiaFwondr«ttsg4»ce . 
Keeps off thy terrors Irom die humbk boibm* 
Though ftaiii.*d with iGns andfolties, yet feseae 
In penkCiitial peace ^ cheerful hope, 
Spriftkl^datHi guan^d witt;) aaoinUug blood* . , 

1 ny vital fiui^ ii^id/l this dcrolatioi>. \ 

Like h«aven1y fun- W^ns hid behind the clouds. 
Break out in ^^ypy moments^ wjdv bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom j tl«; fair qclciiai ll^^^ 
Softens and gilds the horrors of i^e ilcwrti, ^.f/-*,i . j * 
And richefl cordials to the heart conye>^s. . 

O glorious foiace of immsaCf£ii&tt{i, 
A confciencc and a .God 1 a friend at homctf 

And 
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And lieticr friend on high ! This is my rc)ck 
Of firm fuppoft, my (hitrld of Aire de.ence 
Againll inrcrnal arrows. Rife, my foul. 
Fur Cfn thy courage : here's the living fpring 
of joys divinely iWcet and ever new, 
A peaceful C^njcicttce and ajN\iliug Uetiven. 

My God, permit a creeping worm to fay, : 
Thy Spirit knows I lo^ thee. Worth lefs wretch^ 
To dare to love a Gop I But grace requires. 
And grace accepts. . Thou feeii my labouring foul : 
"Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true \ . 
It bears ^ tiyiag furnace. Love divine 
Conftraiiu.me; lam thijie. Incarnate love 
Has feiz'd and holds me in almighty arms : 
Here's my falvation, my eternal hope, 
Amidfl the wreck of worlds and dying nature^ 
/ am the Lord's y and he fir i*ver mi fie, 

O thou all-powerful Word, at whofe firft call 
Nature arofe ; this earth, theie Ihining heavens, 
Thefe flats, in all their ranks, came forth,, and £ud« 
JVe are thy/em^ants : Didft thoii not create ■. . 
My frame, my breath, mr being, ind be{lo«F 
A mind immortal on thy ieeble creature 
Who faints before thy face ? Did not thy pity 
Drefs thee in fleHi to die, tliat 1 might live. 
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And fpreads the tumult wide ? Do they not He - 
Beneath thy view, and all within thy reach ? 
Yes, all at thy command, and muft'pbcy 
Thy fovereign touch : Thy touch is health and lifc^ 
And harmony to nature's jarring firings. 

When (hall my midnight-iighs and momlne groans 
Rife through the heights of heaven, and readi thy ear 
Propitious! See, my fpirit's feeWe powers 
Exhard and breathing upwards to thy throne* 
Like etirly inccnfe cHmbing tliroogh the fky 
From the warm altar. When fhall grace and peace 
Defcend wfth bleffmgs, like an cvenmg Ihowcr 
On the parch'd defart, and renew my bloom ? 
Or muft thy creature breathe his foul away 
In fruitlefs groans, and die ? — 
Come, bleft Phyfician, come attend the moan 
Of a poor fuffering wretch, a plaintive vjwrm, 
Crufh'd in the duft, and helplefs. O defcend, 
Array'd in -power and love, and bid me rife. 
Incarnate Goodnefs, fend thy influence down 
To thefe low regions of mortality 
Where thou haft dwelt, and clad in flelhly weeds 
Learnt fy mpath^tic lorrows ; (end and heal 
My Ion? and fore diftrefs. Ten thoufand praifes 
Attend uiee : David* % harp is reader ftrun^ 
For the M E ss I A H *s* name : A wmgcd flight 
Of fongs harmonious, and new honours wait 
The ftqps of movitog mercy. 

* At thU tim^my imitatioD of DW vid's Pfalois, in ChrlltU 
^m. Uagu.f e^ win oot half done : as faft as I recovered drengtb^ 
tfter diis loojg illne fs, I aypUed myfclf, bj degrees,, to Eniih it» 



Ef/c$rira^ed 
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Encov&agkd to hope poe Health iv May«> 
'• December ijit. 

CONFIN'D to fit in fikncc, here I waftc 
The goldcD hours of yoodi. If once 1 ftJr» 
And reach at active life« what fadden tiemors 
Shake tnjf; vihoh frznkj iaad all the poor machine 
Lies fluttering ? ^'bat ftrah^e wild. con vulffve fone 
O'erpowers at once the n^embers and the will ? 
Here am I boond in diains^ a aieMs load 
Of breathinfifclay, abnrdentothefeat 
That bears tneie limb^ a borderer on the giave. 
Poor flate of wortblefs being! While the lamp 
Of glimmering life burns languifhing and dim. 
The flame juftnoverine o'er me dying fnuflT 
With doub^ol alternations, half dtsjoin'd. 
And ready td expire with every Uaft* 

Yet my fond friends woold fpeak a w^rd of hope ; 
JLove would forbid deipur : " Look out» they cry, 
**^ Beytnid*th<ife gloomy damps, while winter hangt >' 
** Heavy on nature, and congeals her powers : 
•* Look cheerful forward to m vital influence • v 
•• Of Jdic returning fpring ;" I route my thougkta 
At friendfliip's facred voice, I fend my foul 
To diltant expcAatton, and fupport 
Tlie painful interval with poor amuiements. 
My watch, the folitary kind companion 
Of mv imprifonment, my faithful watdh 
Hangs by ; ahd with a fiiort repealed found 
Beats like the pulfe of time, and numbers off 
My wops, a Ipng fqcceflion ; while the finger • 
SloW-inqring; points out the (low- moving minutes | 
Tlie flower ^and, thchouia. .^O thou dear engine. 
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Thoii little brafs accomptant of my life 
Would but the mighty wheek of neaven and nature 
Once iositate my moveB»eats» hpw n^ band 
Should drive thy dented piuionn fo^iad their centres 
With more than ten- fold flight* and whirl away 
Thefe clouded wkitiy ftto«> tl^« te^ioiis mooriBg 
Theft Biidni^tt ; ev^ry ftar ihoQld ijpeedm Baoe» 
And the flow fieiun priKijpv^te their ^^ 
Around tbe ftttum pole ; ^Itmimay4i^aU& 
Tte ridet ^ith ra(y cfa(eek and Uopsni^ gq«ae 
On a M4;t&n4>M9i|flMMiId attend qiehe^^/.. 
Before to* morrow i)Mdfi i^. evening 

Ah ! fooliih Twnp of a foutkfs wiih, ^ 
And fpifit too inafjatjent ! Know ft tkoa ipU 
My foui» tile power that made Aee ? ik Vf^ 
Who form -d itie fphcre«« lolU tbem ia deftuxM rounds 
Unchangejibk. Adore^i ,an^ .truft^ ao^ieac.bink: 
He is the Ion) t^ life* . A<^dre& lus thranc* . 
And wait before Im ftot, with awful i^]^ 
Subim£ive ; ai his f^mch diftemperSick 
His fve-lids fend beaas of lAunortal tq^^ 
TluDp - HeinnMi- s hFi^tr^o^s.' HaaUv^9(y)xfc^)4woi^ 
Can create health, and bid the hleflmg come . 
Amid tbe wMttry iioft, when nsitnio wema 
Coagtol'd if) death ; or with a foveie^ frowD 
(Though f#Uire U^ii^f» aU round) he qap (ptIoSd - 
The bleiTmg in lhe«ipri«^ axul ch^ thee down 
To pains axd a^iiwes, s^nd grievous bobd^c 
Through alt th$::€Utf«:ling&aM^ 

The WfiAEisoMEWkEKs of SictNBSs* 
i7xa, oa 171^ 

THUS pafs my days away. The cheerful Xuq 
KqUs. round and gilf|B|iDe WQrll yrich lijg4ufome 
iAlm&i in vain to me; cut on alike X^^"^^ 

From 
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From the bled Iabotti%»and the joys of life; 

While my fad ainutei in their tirefome tniiii 

Serve but to mcafure out my heavy ibrrovf 1. 

By night I count the clock ; perh2|>& eleven* 

Or twelve, or one ; tbcil with a wnhful figh 

Call on the ling'ring houn» Cmw/ov^ c^mefive : 

Wb^ wii the dav4igbi conuf Make hafte yc Biorniog6« 

Ye evening (haJows hafte ; wear out thete days^ 

Theic tediouft rottadyof fickafifaf and coodude 

The weary week for ever— — 

Then the fweet day of facnd left reteraa^ 

Sweet day of left^ dcvoui to CO0 a&d Ueavesy 

And heaveiUr bufineft, petpofea divme, 

Aneelic wo^; bat not to me retoras 

Keft with the day : ten thoufand hurrying thooghts 

Bear nM awtfy tamoltuous far from Heaven 

And heavenly work. In vain I heave, and toil* 

And wreflle with my inward foes in vain» 

O'er poWe/dfU)d tanquilh'd ftiil : they drag me down 

From things celeftial« and^^nfioe sny ilenib 

To pK^snt a^adiea. Ufth»ppy ftate» 

Where the poof fptri( ia f»bdu'd K* endure 

Unholy idlenefs,. a painful abfence 

From God, alid.heai^n, and angels bleflcd work ; 

And bound to bear the agonies and woes 
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Revifit their fprfaken manflofts here. 

And days of ufeful life diffuie their dawn 

O'er the dark cottage of my weary fouL 

My vital powers relume their vigour now» 

My fpirit ffels her freedom, • fliakes her wingH 

Exultis and fpatiates o'er a thoofand fcenes, 

Surveys the worlds and«with full ftretch of thonght 

Grafps her ideas ; while impatient zeal 

Awakes my tongue to praife. What mortal Foioe 

Or mortal hand can render to my God 

The tribute doc ? What altars ftiall I raifc ? 

What grand infcription to proclaim his mercy 

In living linest? wKere ihall J find a vidlim 

Meet to be offered to his fovtreign love, . ^ 

Andiblemnize the woHMp^apd thejoy. • '- 

Search well, my foul, througkall the dark rece(!es 
Of nature and felf-love> the plies» the folds. 
And hoUow-winding caverns of the heart, 
Where flattery hides her fins ; fearcb out Ae fdcs 
Of thy almighty friend j what lawlefs paffions. 
What vain defires, what Tickms turns of thought 
Lurk there udbeeded : Bring them ibrth tp view> 
And facrifice the rebels to his honQOXk 
Well he deferves this worfhip at thy hands. 
Who pardons thy paft follies, who reftores 
Thy motildring fabric, and withholds thy life 
From the near borders of a gaping |:rave. 

Almighty Power, I love Uiee, blifsful namt 
My Heater Qoti; and may my inmoft heart 
Love and adore forever! O 'tis good 
To wait fubmiffive at thy holy thrpnc. 
To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 
Thy frowns and filenee with a patient foul. 
The hand of mercy is not (hort to fave. 
Nor is the ear of heavenly pity deaf 
To mortal cries. It notic'd all my groans. 

And 
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And fighSf and long complaints, with wife ddayt 
Though painful to the futiferer, and thy hand 
In proper moment brought defir'd relief. 

Rife from my couch, ye late enfeebled limbs. 
Prove your new (Irength, and ihew th' e&6tive flLili 
Of the divine Phyfician ; bear away 
This tottering body to his facred threihold : 
There laden with his honours, let me bow 
Before his feet ; let me pronounce his grace. 
Pronounce falvation through his dying Son, 
And teach this finful world the Saviour's name, 
llien rife, my hymning foul, on holy notes 
Tow'rd his high throne ; awake, my choiceft fongs. 
Run echoing round the roof, and while you pay 
The folemn vows of my diflrefsful hours, 
A thoufand friendly lips (hall aid the praife. 

Jesus, great Advocate, whofc pitying eye 
Saw my long anguiih, and with melting heart 
And power^l interceffion fpreadft my woes 
With all my groans before the Father- God, 
Bear up my praifes now ; thy holy incenfe 
Shall hallow all my facrifice of joy. 
And bring thefe accents grateful to his ear. 
My heart and life, my lips and every power 
Sfiatch from the^grafp of deaths I here devote. 
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therefare^ brethren ^ by the mercies tffGod^ thatjOHfn 
jour bodies a Irvii/g fncrifice^ holy, {Uceprabie. to ( 
^Hch is jour renJbnMe fervke, •* Well, faid h 
'• himfelf, I like this period ; I hope I (hall now 1 
"' i piece of divine fervioe jchat hasibracthing rea/t 
** ble in it. !t is my opinioa, as well as St. Pai 
** that we (houW employ thcfe /rTJf.'i^ bodies ©f oan 
•* thtfir^jice of that God wlio made us, and the / 
•* cies of Gad oblige US to it." 

The preacher purfued his fubje^^ with much bes 
and juflnD^ of thougin and ililc ; he expatiated on 
various engagements we lie under to the ^»t Goi 
/r^r«iur>vhole natures, and all our t^bve powei 
a U^irt^fucr-ifice to him. Thus far Apifhu was cha 
ed with the peri^brmaDce. But after the mentioi 
many of thefe mercies of God, which oblige us I 
holy life, he cam^at lalVto name that itluftrious 
ftance of-divinc mercy, in fending his own SonCHR 
Jesus, to redeem usfromiin and hell: then he & 
ed, that the only ground and foundation upon wl 
God would' accept thi« li*vin^ faerie of our bodies 
the dying facrifice of his own Sofi, <who bore ourfii 
his bodj on the iree. Here Apifius begun to be rui 
a little ; and as the ferraon went on with fonie Hfe 
fpirit, on this glorious fubjecl, he was fo nHich 
plcafed with tlte preaclj^r, that -he rofe up and wct>t 
of -tlic chuFch,-. and with an air of mingled indi^ 
tion and contempt, he told his neighbour Pithon 
whole ftory on the Maufay, 

Come, fit down a little, (ax^ Pithof/^ and let us 
amine the merits of tkis caufl*. Our Bib e obliges 
to give to the great God our Creator, all that rer* 
ablefer^ice which you preland to ; it teaches \is to 
fmt our bodies, and our fouls. too, 4i€ a facrifote tk 
iiod: The {buL muil he these, or the body can n* 
be a Wvijtg facrifice. Thus far we agree. Now 
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©ar religion l>e right, the Chnjilan is in a rery fafc an J 
fecure ftale ; f«r nd emfeai^oats lo perfonn all that rea- 
jo7iahle duty apdy^r^Vf/ that the light of nature requires 
xif him as wcllas you. 

Bufwc Chrifltatn areiaught farther to bclie\'C, that 
all men arc finners ; and furely you yourfclf mud ac- 
knowledge you have been guilty of many violations 
of the law of God and nature, and you have not al- 
irays pe.rfcrm^ that reafdnable fervice to Goi> which 
Wur own confcience requires. Hayeyou rwt too often 
4)centf6mpted toaKcnArefonreof tSofe very powers of 
^dytj'r ntind-from^e fervke of *G<m>, wWch y^u 
Ifad "bcfbre devoted to him a» yoOr Hyittg foKrifice? 
Ha^ieyoiir foul, your lips, and your han(fi been al ■ 
wa}-s employed in their duty to this God ^ Have you 
TTcrer indulged a criminal wKh, never fpoken an evil 
word, or committed an a^on which your own con- 
fcience condemns ? Think -of this, Apiftm^ and your 
confcience may tell you that you arc a finner too. 

We believe alfo, that without a facrifice for (in, 
there is no acceptance with God ; and we have reafon 
to think that Goro has told us fo. But this God, in 
his infinite mercy, has provided fuch a facrifice; he 
has made the body and foul of his own Son a dyiv^fa- 
rificf of atonement : this is the only srotiuil ot 
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XUX. TO POCYONv 

The Mijchief of «viuirm Diffutes and Decitmatiuu OM thi 
CMtrtyvffied Pd/iis o/CHtLl$Tlxvirx. 

MjDearP. 

I GAVE your laft letter a joyful entertainment; mcr 
thought it talked fo' pleafingly, and To long with 
me* as if it meant to make amends for Its tedious de- 
lay. . One of the chief fubje^ of its difcouriie was die 
cisteniiye defign of div^ine love to men. I have been 
debating with myfelf, whether I fhiould return my 
friend ananfwer to his propofed thoughts on a point 
fo abf^rufe and difficult* I ha?e not yet decided the 
caufe for myfelf, for want of fufficicnt ftudy and 
thoughtfulnefs, though you know I have been no 
ftranger to. diligence m academical ftudies thefe feveral 
years' paft. It fcems to require larger time, and a vaft 
and more complrehenfive furvey of things, in order to 
^yi my opinions in thefe controveriks, or pronounce 
any tning certain in do^rines fo much difputed ; un- 
lefs it pleafe God himfelf, by a divine ray, to ftrikc 
a powerful light upon any particular truth, and con- 
vey it in that light to the underftanding. and the con- 
fcience of the enquirer, i am perfuaded this, is his 
frequent method with humble and traflable fpirits, 
Vfho have not capacity nor advantages for a long train 
of reafonings^ and years of fufpenfe and enquicyi In 
the mean time I would purfue knowledge wiui ho- 
nefly and diligence, in the ordinary methods which 
are fuited to attain it. 

When I am in doubt about any point, and fet my 
thoughts at work, in a fearch after truth, I think I 
cmgyit to retire, more than hitherto I have done, from 
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the noify and furious cont^fts» which the fevcral fadli- 
ons and parties of ChrifHans are engaged in. I am 
very unwillin? to contend in a difpute, or to flourini 
in a dedaxnaaon upon the fubjedl mta which I am en- 
quiring. Sophiftry and oratory throw fo much paint 
upon the* queftioil in diipute, or raife fo much dull 
about it, as to conceal the truth from the eye of the 
iiiind« and hide the merits of the caufe from reafon. 

In matters of the Chriftian faith, I would make the 
fcripture my ^uide, and enter into a calm conference 
witn myfelf, m a furvey of the oracles of God, in or- 
der to a decifion of the fenfe and meaning of them ; 
not nededing the affiftance of pious and learned au- 
thors, l)ut convening very little with the angry and 
fuperdlioos. I would, with daily and hourly impor- 
tunity, addrefs the Father of Lights, to fhme upon 
his own word, and to difcover his intent therein. I 
would humbly implore the Spirit of wiidom and re- 
velation, to take the things of Chrift, and fhew them 
to my underflanding, in a raofl convincing light, and 
to 1^ me as it were by the hand, into all heedful 
truths. My reafon fhould be nfed, as a neceflary in* 
ftrument, to compare the fevcral parts of revelation 
together, to difcover their mutual explication, as well 
as to judge whether they run counter to any delates 
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bears me back again {if I miftake not his meaning) 
alinoft to the tents of John Calvin. Nor even then 
do I leave ray l^afon l^ehind me. So difficult a thing 
is it to determine,, by mere reafoning, thofc points 
which can be learnt by fcripture only, '■ 

But you will urge me further, perhaps, to inform you , 
why I am fo cold and backward to enter into a debate 
on the fubjed you propcfe, and upon which you flou- 
rifli with fuch a force oiJtmiUs^ and in language fo 
bright and pathetic ? 1 am too fenfible, dear Pocyon^ 
and that by reading your letter, that fuch difputations 
can hardly be managed witjhou t interefling the affe^ions 
in them, and I am afraid to be biaffed, for I fcek the 
truth. It IS exceeding hard to difpute without gain- 
ing foifte invifible prejudice., and good- liking to the 
opmion we defend. So devoted are we to ourfelves, 
in this dark and degenerate ftate, that felf-love too ea- 
iily engage? our favour to the caufe we have efpoufed, 
and for no other jrcafon than becaufe we efpoufed 
it. Though wc had no kindnefs before for the opi- 
nion, tha.t wc maintain for difputing fake, yet if a 
plaufible and fmiling argument for it occurs in our 
hafty thoughts, how prone are we to hug the creature 
of our brain, and be almoft in love with the opinion' 
fox; the fake of the argument ? I con fefs, there ar? no 
fuch formal rcafonings in our minds as thefe ; yet wc 
are infeniibly captivated to efteem any thing that pro- 
ceeds from ourfelves : Our paffion firft tliinks it pity 
that fuch a happy argument, of our own invention, 
(hould be on the falfe fide, and, by fecret infinuation, 
perfuadeis. the judgment to vote it true. How often 
have I experienced thefe fallacies working within nic 
in verbal difputations before my tutor! And, for this 
reafon, I have no great efteem of the method of our 
academical difputes, where the young fophifters arc 

obliged 
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ol)ltgcd to oppofe the truth, by the bcft arguments 
they can find> and the tutor dtTenJ< it, andaliins the 
rt-fpomicnt. 1 here is a certain wantonnofs of wit in 
youth, and a pleading ambition of victory, which 
uorks in a young warm fpirit, much lirongcr tb.au a 
defire of truth. T here is a ilrangc dclii^ht m halHin;? 
the refpondent, and it grows bigger feniihly, i* w* 
can put the prefident to a puzzle or a {land. The ar- 
gunrient wltich is fo fuccefsful, rcUlhes better on the 
lips of tlie voung op|X)ncnt, and he begins to think 
that it* is loJid and unanfweruble ; *• Surely my 
•♦ tutor's opmioa can hardly be true, and I thought 
*• I tva« put on the defente' of a falfe doftrinc, yet 
•* iincc 1 have found Co good an argqiueni for it, I 
" can hardly believe it falfe," Then his invention 
works .on to ftrcngthen his fufpicion, and at laft he 
firmly believes the opinion he fought for. Often have 
2 been in danger of fuch dclufions a6 thcfe, and fed 
n^/eif too ready to {ubniit to theni now. "Even a 
cioiet, '^nd retirement, and our cooled meditations, 
arc liable -to thc^ fccret fophiftrics. Upon the firft 
fight of«4ii objection* igaintl our arguments, our 
thoughts are iicangely hurried away to ratifack the 
luain fur a reply, and ^c torture our invention to 
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proceed on the philofQphical themes that are before us« 
in which you may exped a bolder freedom of thought, 
and a more agreeable reply and correfpondence from 

Tours, &c. 

1696, J 



L. OF LABOUR AND PATIENCE IN 
INSTRUCTING MANKIND. 

To PoTCON« totftflatJtittg of his jufi Anger and mehmr 
iftoff r^entnunti that be met nvith/o many Petfons of 
nofrrfw and wtcharitahle SohIs^ ohftmait inQfflukms 
emdtfifleni agetmft all other Notions and FroBkes im 
njohat tbemfdfves bad embraced^ 

YESTERDAY, my friend, I received yourkmr 
complaint,, and I have already five hundicc 
thmjgs to fay to you ; for, there is not a perion I ^coii- 
ver(e with that can ftir up die dioughts wirich Ik at 
the bottomof my ibul likevou. AUmy aotibnsate ^oat 
when I read your letters, out at pf ele&t it is in a troo* 
bleii &a ; finr you expre& your own melancholy with 
fo lively an .air, that it raifes a guft of the fame paA 
fion in me ; though nature has not mineled much of 
that dai^ humour in my conftitution* If J canooc pre* 
fent you my fympathy in fu^h vivid and tender -ex- 
preffions as I would, yet I can read over your linei 
again and again, and fay I feel thenu 

I ccNild help you, methinks, to fpurA this g^ohe 
away, and join with you in renouncing commerce with 
men, while we arife t& fbme higher wo/kb, iiiniifh* 
cd with inhabitants of a better compofitiwi* Or^ if 

diia 
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this be too bold a thought, and we cannot afccnd a- 
bove ^e comtoon rank of human nature^ let u^ re- 
tire from them into fome foHtaiy fhade, that we mzj 
be free from their imperdnencici ; for we cannot live 
bappilf amon? the race which this earth breeds^ they 
&re of fo perverfe a mould. iHow have I fretted 
fomelidies to (land by and hear the nonfenfe of a bru* 
tal \^orld that pretends to ir^^fon ! It is education, it 
!s paffidn, it is^prejudice^ it is flubbornnefs» it is what 
ytm will* but good fenfe, that commands the judg* 
menti, and fts^ps the opinions of men. How often 
have I laboured, by reafon of the brightefl evidence, 
to re^ify a grofs and vulgar miftake ? But words have 
been loft in the wind : Prejudice and education had 
eleven points of the law, and it was impoflible' for 
arguments to difpolfefs them. Thofe arguments that 
I nave fought out from fat, and digged deep for them 
with the fweat of my foul, and have felt and yielded 
to their reftlefs power ; thofe very arguments, I fay, 
have bdeh_ahfwered With a jeft, or a loud laugh, and 
have been fcomed by unlettered animals, as the Levi- 
athan derides and mocks at a fpear of ftraw. Then, 
my friend, I have almoft regretted the labours of m}^ 
■brain, and woridered to what purpofe I had devoted 
inyfclf.to ftudiesthat had improved my reafon, " It is 
true, ouf deflgn is to tame and polifh an uncultivated 
world ; but if this world be fo mad and favage as ne- 
ver to be tamed, then I do but teach an afs Lati/ts and 
waih an JEthiop. 

Union of hearts, and impotence to bear 
Thy forrows, friend^ tranfported me thus far 
With /ympathetic fury, not my 'own : 
But now ray reafon reaiTumes the throne, . 
And drikes my paflion dumb. 

H J Were 



15© MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS. 

Were I a heathen philofopher, perhaps I might thus 
loofcly phrofophife ; if I werp a mere orator, or a 
poet, I would chjde and flourirti at this rate : but as I 
pretend to be a Chrjftian, I mull recant it all, and put 
thefe cooler thoughts in the place of it. 

When opr.Sovereien Creator fprmcd our fouls, and 
fent them to inhabit thefetwo engines offlcib* whieb 
^ere then framing for you and me, he knew well, what 
a world he fent us into, and defi^ned our converfe to 
be with men, (hall I fay, of like infirmities with opr-. 
fclvcs : for, if they are pervcrfcand ontxaftablc,.pcr* 
taps we are proud, imperious, and difdainful ; and 
perhaps too, we are feldom fo much in the right as wc 
think ourfelves to be; it is probable that minds releafed 
from fiefh, and the GeTfii of a higher region, may 
fmile at fome of the fooleries and airy (hap^s of reafon 
which we hug and embrace, as much as. we do at the 
fcnfclefs notions and obllinate praftices of our fellow 
mortals, whom we have the vanity to think fo much 
below ourfclves. Poor weak reafoners are we and they, 
when compared with the worlds above us f 

But to drop this thought : I fay ftill, God dcfign- 
cd us to dwell here in fuch a wretched world, and I 
grant it is no fmall part of cur ftate of trial ; but to 
alleviate our unhappinefs, he has mingled in the mafs of 
mankind fome f.ner veins, fome more intclkflual and 
tinpreju<3iccd fpiritsj in whofe converfaticn we may 
find (uitable delight, and pleafurcs worthy of the ra- 
tional nature. \Vhy fhould not we fuppofe there are 
many other minds as happily turned as our own, and 
of fuperipr fize and more divine temper ? All men have 
not been blefled with our advantages, yet their native 
felicity of tliought may tranfcendf ours. And as for 
tKc reft, God has ordained it our duty to afTociare 
witli them for valuable ends and purpofes in his provi- 
dence. 
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dcncc, -with regard l)oth to them and us. It is our bu • 
iinels to endeavour to perfuade them to lay afidc their 
miftaken notions, to remove all the biafles of error 
from their judgment, to quench their indignation 
againil men of difierent opinions, and to enlarge their 
narrow fouls, though we find it a difficult work. I 
have often fcen what you complain of, and have been 
-ready to conclude, that when we have to do with vul* 
:garioals, wc (hould notlavifh away our labour to con- 
vince them of innocent miftakes in matters of fiiiall 
importance, but only lay out our thoughts to reftify 
their notions in things that regard their prefent or fu- 
•ture welfare. And when wc reflect how very impo- 
tent and low are the capacities of fome ignorant crea- 
tures that we have to do with, how Ihort their reafon- 
iiigs, how few their advantages to improve their minds, 
how uncapable their judgments are of growing up to a 
folid and mature ilate by our utmofl cultivation, and 
how unable their minds are, in many cafes, to dii<:ern 
and diftinguifh truth ; I have been tempted to perfuade 
myfelf, it is not dilhoneft policy to engage their affec- 
tions a little. I know well, that the pamons were ne- 
ver made to judge of truth: but if wc find perfons 
who will never judge by any other rule, I would make 
enquiry wheihtr we might not^ iii Come caft^s, ho- 
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hare been To poileflcd with narrow thouehts and ancha- 
xitabJe notions, that it muft be the work of an age, or 
the power of a GoDj to correal their errors. Yet I 
reflet again^ that my Maker, in his wife providence, 
difpofed my lot amongft perfons of this conftitution, 
and expedls that I (hould car^ it an^ngfl them, as it 
becomes one to whom he has indulged higher favours : 
th^t I (hould (hive with conftancy tp reduce my neigh- 
bours to thouehtfuloefs, virtue, and religion, and not 
be dred and defid, tho' I find but little lucceifs. It is 
•a coward foidier, that declines the fight, becauie he 
cannot tvtxy day gain a new vidory. 

When I recount how many weary months my Sa- 
viour fpent in preaching divine dodrines to a wild mul- 
titude, and to their more conceited leaders, and how 
little, very little fruit he found, whilft he was upon 
earthy I perfuade myfelf it was with a defign to 
encourage his followers in the Gofpel, and become a 
pattern of patience to fuch as fhould meet with the fame 
difappoinlments* Though I/ratl be not gathered^ ytt 
Jureiy my judgment is nuith the Lord, and my re^ward tnUh 
my God. If I cannot bring Jacob again to his duty, ytt 
Jhall Ihe glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my Gcdjhall 
be myftrengthy I fa. xlix. 4, c. Tl^fe were the en- 
couragements of the Son of God hirafelf, when dwell- 
ing in feeble flefh, and contending with an obltinaie 
and vicious age ; and St. FauU the next in dignity to 
the man Jesus, expefted to be « Jnueet faivour amto 
God in them thai perijh, as nvell as in tho/e that nuenfa- 
n^ed, z Cor, ii. 15. If we cannot turn flupid and 
headftrong fmners from the errors of their way, we 
. muft not fuffer ourfclves to fwim with the tide, nor 
fall into a compliance with their miftaken notions and 
pra<5lices. It is our bufin^fs to move right onward to- 
wards Heaven, through the midft of a multitude that 
arc. travelling another way. The greater the exerciie 

of 
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of our patience is, the weightier will be our crown ; 
and if we have broken through a multitude of difficul- 
ties in our journey tpwards raradife, our rewards v/'Al 
not be few. He that lyver comes, Jhall eat of the tree of 
life. Large, and fhining, and durable glories, in a> 
rich and pleafing variety, are made over by promife to 
thofe that overcome, if we can but read the lecond and 
riiird chapters of the Re'velations^ and believe them. 

Farcwel, my Pocyon^ and perfevere in patience to 
teach mankind, nor forget to continue your heartieft 
love and inflrudions to 

Teur affeSlmiate Lovi r and njoilling Difci^Iry^ , 7r. 

Ne^juifigton, /'^v J.:'-' - 






XL PUBLIC DISPUTATIONS. '' * '^^^ 

SINCE the trUedefign of philofophy is to learn and 
know the truth, and to render that knowledge 
fiibfervient io Cyiit practice and happincfs here and hete- 
affter, how atfiirdaind impertinent are the methods of 
ihe Ariftotehan fijhdols, who have changed this deUgn 
into mere Sophiftry and the Art of fHfputa6cm ? They 
make Logic and Prime Philbibphy to be no longer the 
fliop or work-hoale to form proper ihftrdments to 
fi^rch out truth, or to leach virtue^ for they turn it 
into a Seminary of Altercations. When th^ fpcak of 
a young philbiopliei:, there is no enauiry how wife or 
how good a man he is', but how fkitn^l a difputer. Ylt 
^t know^ how to attack and foil his adverfary, to. 
ft^nd hi& ground and ddend hlmftlf and his theds 
• H 5* ■ againft 
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aigainft all oppofttion ; this is x\\c roan of merit ami 
honour. Then they imagine they have attained the 
moft plentiful fruits of philofophy, when they car\ 
bravely oppofe and defend any lEemes whatfoever in 
public, by arguments in form and figure. 

I will not deny but fome private converfations, in 
the manner of the difpute, may have a tendency todif- 
cover truth, when they are carried on without fpeftators,. 
without pafiion or party- fpirit ; and that, on this con- 
dition, that on which fide foever probability and truth 
appear, each of the difpurants (hall be ready to give 
up his own opinion, and furrcnder it to the force and 
evidence of rea fen. But when contefts are fo mana- 
ged, that difpiitations are become public fpeftacles,. 
and each of the combatants aim at nothing fo much as 
always to conquer, and ne\er to yield, it is impoflible 
that truth fhouldever be fought or found in this man- 
ner. It is much more likely, that if Ihe were prefent, 
fhc would withdraw herfelf from (b profane and ill- 
deferving a rout of men* Truth is loft m fueh dif- 
puting. The genuine ftudy of truth, which is true 
philolophy* is a ferene and gentle thing, and may be 
compared toth? river iV/Zf, that though it flows with 
a fott andi'Jflipid'ftream, yet it renders the whole coun- 
try fruitful, "'and carries more profit ahdplcnty with it,, 
than all' the torrents and rapid rivers (hat poux down 
with noif^'^n^ violence. . '. 

But wf^tg rWiculous (cene is. a fcholaftic difputa^ 
tion! a itjet^ ftage-play f where two combatanfs meet, 
and virith rounds and flourifhes, with many feints and 
appro'.chings and retirings, with diftinftions heaped up- 
on diftinftion, to exclude from the queftion what no 
man evercopld dotibt or difpute, they come at laft ta 
. the point in hand; and their grand d^ugn is^ that each 
of them may e(capc fafe, without being forced.tio yield 
up this point. Thus when they ire put to a plunge^ 

they 
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they talk whatfoever comes uppermoft; they raife 
•mutual fcofFs and clamours and loud reproaches, and 
fcarce withhold thcmfelves from manual conflid, when 
their tongues have done their utmoft. And if one of 
them hapj)ens to lilence and overwhelm his adverfary* 
how vain he grows ! how he fwells and exalts himfelf ! 
What airs of arrogance he afliimes! as though, like 
Hercules^ he had dertroyed an Hydra, or like y^/ZashQ 
had fupport«d the world ; when perhaps the truth lies 
bleeding on the ground, and by .his fophiftic fubtilties, 
and his "brawling battle, he has fupported fome grofs 
error, and ellablilhed fallhood in triumph. The great 
Cajfendus was deeply fenfible of this folly fourfcore 
years ago, and declaims againft the profeflbrs of Ari^ 
Ji-itelian Logic and Philofophy in his day upon this 
account. 

Yet perhaps it is poflible that academic difputations 
may be reduced to fuch a form, and put under fuch 
regulations, as to render them ferviceablc for fome 
good purpofes amongft ftudents in the fchools. But I 
have difcourfed more largely on this fubjcd in fome 
papers relating to the 'various Methods %/ improving the 
Mind. 



, LII. DEVOTIONAL WRITINGS. 

PERHAPS it is a wilh too glorious and happy to 
be ever fulfilled, in this flate of mortality, to fc^ 
all the difciples of C^r^ grown up into fuch a catholic 
fbirit, as to be ready to worlhip God their coramoii 
Father^ through Jesus their common Mediator, in the 
fame aflfombly , and to join in the fame' Holy fellowihipi 
H 6 ThcS 
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There ajc fo many pundlilios of difference to be aA" 
jufted, and fo many party prejudices to be overcome, 
that fuch a union of hearts and fentiments lies beyond 
our prefent hope. Yet methinks every ftep towards 
fuch a union, carries a bleffing in it, and every CbriftiMn 
Ihould defire to promote it. Bokemus vr^^ a German 
divine, of various knowledge and fedate judgment, of 
admirable temper and uncommon piety : he had ob- 
ferved long the difputes and diviiions in England^ about 
the impomion and the ufe of forms of prayer; he 
ftood by as a ftranger and fpedllitor, nor took any Dart 
in the controverfy, but with an indifferent eye beneld 
their difputes, and thought himfelf on that account the 
fitter to Decome a nwderator between both, being under 
the influence of no prejudice nor party. 

I know, faid he, the church of jEW/zW hath long 
prcfcription on tlicir ^djt for the ufe of forms in their 
public aifemblies, though they cannot fay from the 
ftrft beginning of Ch'riftianity, nor will !• They ar- 
gue, and with muph force and evidence, that what we 
addreis to the great Goo ought to be daly conlidered, 
nor ihould our lips pour oat words raihly, not o&r 
to our Maker the facrifice of fools. What, fay they^ 
cannot men of learning, prudence, and piety compofe 
better prayers for us than we can utter, on a fudden be- 
fore God, and mach fitter for the ear of his Majefty ? 
Ought we not to ferve God with oar beft ? And when 
we have foch happy, devout, aod afe^onate. prayers 
made to oar hands, by nnen of great worth and fii^u- 
lar goodneis, why fhdold we offer ap to Gud wd» 
|>qor, lean, raw facrifices, &ch looib fentences and weak 
cxpreiBoos, as our own Noughts on a foddcn caa fuiw 
|iim Of wi^ \ ^ ^ 

Befides, fay they, is mvevtiun tlie chief talent we are 
calkd to excrcife mhai we bow o«r knees before God \ 

Is 
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It the Unl of our imagination, and the labour of find- 
ing out proper thoughts and words, our chief bnfinefs 
at the throne of graced Should not our faith, our 
hope, our love, our repentance for fin, our defire of 
mercy, and eveiy Chriftian virtue, which relates to 
worlhip, be the chief exercifes of our fpi rits ? Should 
not thefe be fopremely engaged at fuch a fcafon? 
Let fancy and invention therefore lie at reft, which are 
meaner powers of the foul, while the graces and virtues,. 
and devout fentimcnts of the heart, are excited by read'^' 
iBg or bearing a well-compofed form. 

On the other hand, I know it is the opinion of the 
Proteftant Diffenters, that fince prayer is but the cx- 
preffion of our fenfe of divine thmgs to God, there is 
no man who can fpeak his mother tongue, fo deftitute 
of words, but that he is able, with eafe, to exprefs his 
own fins and forrows, his own hopes and fears, his owa 
faiUiand his deiires before God, in fuch language as^ - 
God underilands and accepts; and that there is na 
man called by providence to pray, in the prefence of 
ethers, and to lift up their joint addrdfes to heaven',, 
but he is, or ought to be fuficiently furnifhed with 
knowledge and langua^ to perform this part of woiv 
Mp, in a proper and becoming tnanner, to the edifi- 
cation of himlelf, and thofe Who jt>in with hhn; I 
know aiib, iaith he, it hath^ been matter of frequent 
comi^int among diem, that the coi^ant and unvaried 
lepetiCKMK of iet forms of prayer has a great tendency 
to introduce coldnefs and formality into divine wor- 
fliip. Though theconfeffions^the petitions, andpraif^ 
ave never fo happily framed, and the exprefitoBs neret 
U> proper and paretic, yet fay they^ where the fanib 
kt of words and phrafts pafs av<er the earr, in a eonf- 
ftant rehearfa]> m (M by degrees k>fes tho^e lively 
ynfluenoes md 4eii6ai iimfiitions wluch it atiirft received 

firom^ 
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from them ; and the contim>al round of uniform ex- 
prcflions rolling on in a beaten track, makes little 
more impreffion on the heart, than a wheel that has 
often travelled through a hardened road. 
, And yet, further, they fay, there is no man. knows 
my thoughts, my wants, and my defires fo well as I do 
mvfelf ; and where the heart and the thoughts of a 
Chriftian are imprifoned and reftrained by the words 
of any form, fo as not to give himfelf the liberty of 
.cxprefllng his own prefcnt devout breathings towards 
God, whatfoever holy elevationsof foul he may feel 
.within himfelf, this brings a heavy damp upon the in- 
W'ard devotion of the heart, it binds the foul in uneafy 
fetters, it appears to carry in it a rcfiftance of thefe 
good motions of the blerfed Spirit, whofe aififtance is 
promifed us in prayer, becaufe lue knonjo not nuhat u 
pray for as ive ought ^ and the Spirit maketh iKterceJfion 
form (or in us) according to the *wili of God^ Rom. viii. 
Such a reftraint is indeed painful to a holy and devout 
worfhippcr ; it cuts (hort the Chriftian in the pleafnre 
of his converfe with heaven, while itmakes him fpeak 
to God the thoughts of other men, and he negleds his 
.own. 

Having reprefented in fliort, fomething of the fcnic 
of both parties or this fujbje^, I (hall not tarry now« 
■fsLii Bohemus, to relate how each, party defend them- 
fclves againil th^ diflciiltie? objefted by tlie other ; 
-but I b^ leave to ipterpoie a little, and enquire. why 
mankind, when their (entiments differ, Ihould be fo 
fond of running into extremes ? Js there no ufe to 
be made of the devput compofures of holy men, with- 
.out confininjg ourielves to ail ,tlie words ^uad fyllables 
of their writings? ^lay tv-e not enjoy their help, widi- 
out making them our abifolute didators ? Whatfoever 
inconvenience mny arife froiD the condant uie« ,or an- 

alterable 
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altcraMe im^ofiticn of forms of prayer, yet certainly 
there is. very confiderable l^nefit and afiiftance in the 
Chriltian lite to be derixed from devotional compo- 
sitions. Such forms of pious addrefs to God, as arc 
drawn from a ferious fenie of divine thmgs, and framed 
by a fkilful and judicious hand, has given rich ad- 
vantages to a fincere worfliipper, both in folitary and 
focial worfhip. Many a holy foul has found its in- 
ward powers awakened and excit'.d to lively religion 
by fuch afTiilances ; many a penitent groan, under the 
fenfe of fm, many an ardent petition for fome pecuhar 
grace or virtue, many a pious afpiraiion of heart, and 
many a joyful found of praife, has afcended towards 
Heaven in the words and language of fome well-com- 
pofed form. And I am well affured the blelTed Spirit 
of God, neither confines his facred influences to tnofe 
who worfhip without forms, nor withholds it from 
thofe who uie them. Both have need of his aid, and I 
am perfuaded both do partake of it. 

Indeed in the ufe of forms, there is no need of bind- 
ing, ourfelves to a whole page together, as it ftands in 
the book. In the name of God, let us Hand fail in 
our Chriftian liberty, and maintain a juil freedom of 
foul in our addrcffes to heaven ; let us change* enlarge, 
or dontraft, let us add or omit, according to our pecu- 
liar fentimenta, or our prefent frame of fpjrit. Mr. 
Jenk)^ a pious di\[ine of the chuDch oT England ^ has 
Vfrittcnan*ex<?ellent treatife of the liberty 6/ prayer,' 
which I dare recommend jto every fort of'reader. But 
when we 'find the teoiper, the wants* and the wifhes of 
our hearts fo happily expreffed in the words of the 
compofer, as that we know not how to frame other 
words fo fuitabje tad {o expreffivc oi pur own prefent 
ilate and•ca^e,*^yllyihQttl4 we not addrefs. our Go^ 
and our Saviottr in tn& borrbwe4 lahguage ? I confcfi 
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indeed, when long cuflom has induced a fort of j!at- 
nefs into thefe founds, how happily focver the words 
might be at firft chofcn, then perhs^s wc fhall want 
fomething new and various to keep nature awake to 
the devotion. Or, if \ye ftill confine ourfelves entirely 
to the forms we read, and forbid our fpirits to exert 
their own pious fentiments, we turn tliefe engines of 
holy elevation into clogs and fetters. But when Chrif- 
tians make a prudent ufe of them, they have frequently 
experienced unknown advantage and delight, A dull 
and heavy hour in the clofet has lieen relieved by the 
ufe of fuch devout compofufes of mingled meditation 
and prayer ; and many a dry and barren heart has been 
enabled to offer up the firft-fruits oi a fweet facrifice 
to God in the words of another man. The fire of 
devotion has been kindled by the help of fome ferious^ 
and pathetic forms, and the ipirit oi the worlhipper, 
Whicn has been ftraitened and bound up in itfelf, has 
found/ a bleffed rdeafe by the pen of forae pious' 
writer. The wings of the foul have been firft expand- 
ed towards God and Hearen by fome happy turn of 
.... . . . J.. . . 



fervent and holy language ; fhe hat been lifted up by 
this aififtance above the earth and mortality ; then ^e 
has given kerfelf a moie unconfined and varions flightr 
in the upper regions, (he has traverfcd die heavenly 
world, me has felt herfelf wi^in the chtle of dhdne. 
attradldon> and has dwelt anhour with.Goi]^. 

The good man Bdiemtu had warmed his imagination 
a little Dv his vivid manner of repreientili^ d^e argiK* 
ment. His footcatched fire, was ieized with a facitd 
enthafiafm, and broke out ia the feilowidgtradport.. 

Hail, 'Eihrena Ffahtiift King f Hsn}» Sappy: hoar X 
1 fee, I ftear, I fcef the fb vcrrigptt powtr 
Of language fe devoof. Hi' imxnortstl fbotid 
Thrfflft thM>agh my vitals widi a pkafing wound. 

And 
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And mortal pafSons die. Devotion reigns, 1 

Earth difappcan* her mountains and her plains ; / 
I foar, I pray, I piaife^ in Dmjid'% heavenly ((rains. J 
Here thooghts divine in living words expieft, 
Ponr'd oat and copy 'd glowing from the'breaft. 
Spread o'er the facred paee ; what eye, what hearty 
Can read the raptuie, and not bear its part 
In holy elevation f — — 
Where love and joy exult, the glorious line 
Oivei the fame paffions, fpreads the fire divine^ 
And IdndJes all the reader. See him rife 
On wings of extafy, (hoot through the ikies. 
And mix with an^ls : Hail, ye choirs above. 
Where all is holy joy, where all is heavenly love. 

If fins review d in trickling forrows flow ; 
The page conveys the penitential woe. 
And ftrikes the inmoft fpirit. Confciencc hears 
The words of anguiih, and diflblves in tears. 
Ev'n iron fouls relent, and hearts of ftone 
Burft at thefe mournings, and repeat the groan : 
God and his power are there. 

Formijhs and Libera were prefent while Bohemus was 
carried away in this furprifing rapture. The laft had 
been educated in too great an averfion to forms of 
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find it no hindrance to the deyout melody and praiic, 
which they offer to their God, that they have the 
words of a facred fong provided for them before -hand ; 
and it is certain^ that compofed forms of prayer are 
evidently ufeful, if not neceffary^ for the affiftance of 
children^ to train them up to this part of worlhip, and 
lead them in the way of private devotion in their 
younger years; and why mould they not be happy 
expedients to relieve the bulk of weak Chriftians ? 
Certainly they are fo, replied Bobemus ; for, if wc con- 
fider nriankind in the varipus ranks, conditions, and 
circumftances of life, and take a juft furvey of the 
many infirmities that furround human nature, and the 
numerous weights that hang upon the foul; if we ob- 
ferve the perpetual diveriion from the things of God, 
to which the mind is expofed by conilant bufinefs in 
the world ; if we think of the low capacity, fcanty 
furniture, and poor invention of many ferious perfons, 
whofe hearts have a finccre tendency toward God, and 
their waqt of words to exprefs even the pious thoughts 
that arife within them ; may we not fuppofe, that mey 
would be thankful for fome affiftance in this work of 
inward religion, if they were but once furnifhed with 
them by their friends, and encouraged to make ufe of 
them ? and even the wifeft and beft of men might be 
glad of them at fome feafons. 

And kt me add alfo,- faid he, there is many a family 
.which would have lived to this dav without paying 
^omage to the God of nature and grace, in focial 
worihip, which has been enabled, by the help of pious 
forms, to maintain daily religion in the houie, and the 
i;hildren and the fervants of the family have been train- 
ed up to conftant devotion, and daily acknowledgment 
of God, by thefe affiftances, borrowed from holy and 
tkilful writers. And God forbid that any boufe, 
* , among 
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among Chriftians, fhouJd be pniyerlcfs, fmcc thefe de- 
vout compofitions arc fo cafy to be had. 

ITiis is wcH known, and abundantly pra^ifcd a- 
xnoogft the Chriftians in the e(^ab]i(hed church, and 
they rejoice in it as their privilege, and their conftant 
blemng : whereas, I fear, there are fome among the 
Protenant DiiTenters have been educated with fucn an 
Dnreflfonable and foperftitious averfion to all pre-com- 
pofed prayers, that a few of them, even to this day, 
are hardly willing that children, and ignorant per fons, 
ihould ufe them. And there are but few, I doubt, 
who eive themfelves leave to make a full and proper 
ufe of fuch advantages with which our nation and our 
age are furniOied. Dr. Patrick^ Dr. Innet^ Dr. Meri^ 
tort^ and Mr. Jenh^ with feveral other worthy divines, 
have done much this way; fome of the Diffenters 
themfelves have given affittance in this affair, and have 
compofed forms of addrefs to God, upon the common 
occafionsof life, as well as upon the various themes of 
the Chriftian religion. Mr. Baxter^ in the laft age, 
and Mr. H(njue\ and, in this century, Mr. Murrey, 
Mr. Bourne, and others: and, I wilh this fort of de- 
votional writings were multiplied among them. 

I acknowledge, fays Libero, this is the cafe ; we have 
f >me unhsj^py prejudices ft ill hangtjig about onrfpirits. 
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{piritual affiftance and relief which may be borrowed 
from [)ioQs compofures; and efpecially, that mafters 
of families may befi;in to make a happv tife of them in 
their houfliold, and worlhip God by thefe helps, when 
tiiey want them, without tne lead reftraint laid eidier 
upon the juft freedom of their own fpirits, or the hopes 
of divine influences. 

And 1, for my part, laid Formfftes^ return you my 
£ncere thanks, good Bohemm, that you have marked 
out fo happy a medium between an uttejr rge^on of 
all forms of prayer, and an abfolute confinement of 
ourfelves to them. I cannot but acknowledge I have 
fometimes found inward motions of repentance for par- 
ticular fins, of humble defires towards God, and wilhes 
for afliftance againll particular temptations and fnares^ 
while I have been reading my written devotions ; and 
yet I was unwilling to exprcfs them with my tongue, 
left I fhould utter any thine rafhly before God. But 
upon what you have faid, I now g^ve myfelf leave to 
think, that the fincere workings of a man's heart to- 
wards vittue and religion, and things of the upper 
world, are beft known to himfelf, and maybe ex- 

{)re{red by himfelf, when they arife in his heart, in fuch 
anguaee as a gracious God will accept. I (hall never 
Tnore therefore fupprefs thefe good defires for want of 
courage to utter them : bat while I make ufe of forms 
of worfhip compofed by pious and learned men, I (hall 
remember, that they were defigned only as afiiftances 
to my devotion, and not impofe them on my confci- 
ence, as re(iraints upon all the good motions of the 
bleflfed Spirit which our church humbly teaches us to 
prav for, and to expe<5t, according to the divine pro- 
miie. And fi nee the holy fori ptu re often requires us 
to pray to God, but never prefcribes to us whether we 
ihould ufe our own words, or the words of other men» 

IwiU 
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I will leam» for the fuhire, to look upon that as a mat- 
ter of ereater indifference than I once thou^t it» and 
not m&e that a duty for myfelf> which God has not 
made fo^^ nor charge my neighbour LiAero with fin, for 

iraying ia fuch a free manner as God has ncvtt for« 

idden. 



Ei 



LII. AN ELEGY ON SOPHRONIA, WHO 
DIED OF THE. SMALL-POX, 1711. 

SoPHEON if tmniucid ffeakingm 

I. 

FORBEAR, my friends, forbear, and aik no morc^ 
Where all my cheerfol airs arc fled ? 
Why will ye make me talk my torments o'er? 
My me> my joy, niy conmrt's dead* 
H. 
Deep from my foul, mark how the fobs ariie, 

JHear the lone grosfeiai thai waKe my breathy 
And read the OH^ty fonow in my eya» 
Lovely ^^prnwia ileeps in death* ' 

in. 

Unkiiid difeafe, to veil that rofy face 

With tiunburs^of a mortal pale. 
While mortal Dorples with their d^mal grace 

And doable norror Q>oC the reil* 
IV. 
Uncomdy. veil, and moft unkind cKieafe ! 

Is this Sodnrtmia^ once the fair ? 
Are thefe the features that were bom to pleafe? 

And 1)eauty.fpread her enfigns these ? 
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."V. • .• I V. ■. _ ■; -'[.._■[ . 

I was ajl love, an<i fhe was all delight 

rl^rme runbatk to feafqns pall; ^ . 

Ah j \^o^*Ty days, when- firft (he charm'd my fight! 

But rofes will not always laft. 
VI. 
Yet ftill Sophrojtia pleas'd Nor time, nor care. 

Could take her youthful bloom away :' 
Virtue has charms which nothing can impair ;. 

Bedoty like her's could ne'er decay. 

■ \ ■ ' -. vii.- .^^- ;.-• ■ : 

Grace is a facred plant of heavenly birth : 
The feed defcending frbni above - 

Roots in a foil refin'd, grows high on earth. 
And blooms with life,^nd joy, and love. 

' ■' . vin. • 

Such was Sophr*ivin% foul, Cckftial dew - ' 

And angels food wer« her rcpaft : 
Devotion wa« hct work ; and thence (he drew 

Delights which ftrangers never tafte. 

.•■'• . •' '» • :* IX/.-i.: /•:•...•:. 
Not th^e*' gay fplendors of a.flatt'ring cotirt! -^ - ; 

Could tempt her to.appcaranalhine*:. . 
Her folemn airs forbid the wcuid!&rcfort: ; < 

But I was bleft, and (he was mine.* 

. •' . ■ x.:-,.:. .. .- ,,: , 

Safe on her welfare.aHmy pJ^furcs hung^ . . : ,/ 
Herfmiles'cQUld alLnpyipaioKCOBtrqul; . ..: "V 

Her foul was fhadfrof^offti^lk^^h^r tongue _ 
Was foft and gentle as^jper foul. 

She was my guide, mj friend, my earth'iyv*nV 
Love grew with every waning moon ; 

Had Heav'n a length of years delay *d its caU^ . 
Still I had thought it call'd tod foon. 

XII. 
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XII. 
But peace, ray forrows ! nor with murmuring voice 

Dare to accufe Heaven's* hixh decrte : 
She was firft ripe for everlaftins; joys ; 

Sofhrorty fn^ wait« i^bove wT.thee. 



LIV. 
AI4ELEGY ON THE MUCH LA- . 
MENTED DEATH OP 

Mrs. ELI2:!ABETH BURY, 

Late Wife of the Re*vtretid Mr. Samuel Bury of 
Briildl, annexed to fome Memoirs of her Life^ drdwn 
up by him ; but colleiled out of her onvn Papers* 

SHE muft afcepd; her treafurelics on high. 
And there her heart is. Bear her tlVrongb the Iky 
On wings of harmony, ye fons of light. 
And wittr ilirriunding (hields prote<fi her flight. 
Teach her the wond*roas fangs yourfelves compofe 
For yon bright world ; (he'll Team them as (he goes ; 
The fertfc was known before : thofe facred themes. 
The God, the Saviour, and the flowing ftreams * 
That ting'd the curfed tree with blood divine. 
Purchased a Heavett, and wafh'd a world from fin ; . 
The beams, the blifs,* the vifion of that face 
Where the whole Godhead fliines in mildeft grace ; . 
Thefe arc the notes for which your harps are ftrung,. 
Thefe were the joy and labour of her tongue 
In our dark regions. Thefe exalted drains 
Brought Paradife to earth, and footh'd her pains. 
'Souls made of pious harmony and loue^ 
Can bt nofirangers to their ivsri above* 

Bat 
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But muft we lofc her hence ? The mufe in pain 
Regrets her flight, and calls the faint again. 
Stay, gentle fpirlt, flay. Can nature find 
No charms to hold the once unfetter'd mind ? 
Muft all thofe virtues, all thofe graces foar 
Far from our fight, and blefsour earth no more i 
Muft the fair fmnt to worlds immortal.climb. 
For ever loft to all the fons of time ? 
O, no ; (he is not loft. Behold her here. 
How juft the form ! how foft the lines appear I 
The matures of her foul, withoat difguiie. 
Drawn by her own blefs'd peri : A fweet furprife 
Ta mourning friends. The partner of her cares 
SoizM-the fair piece, an4^ wam-d k o'er withr tears> 
Drefs'd it in flowers, then hung it on her urn, 
A pttsm for her fex i» ages yet Qtibom. 

Daughters of &ve^ come, trace thefe heavealy linei, 
Feel with what power the bight example ftines; 
She was what you (hould be. Young virgins, come. 
Drop a kind tear, anddiefsyou at your tomb : 
Gay iilks and diamonds ate a vulgitf road ; 
Her radiant virtues ftiould create we mode. 
Matrons, attend her hearfe with thongliti-refift'd. 
Gaze and tranfcribe the beaaties of her miad. 
And let her live in you. The meek, the neat. 
The chalk, ]^et free ; the cheerfol, yet ft£te : 
Swift to forgivenefs, but to anger flow. 
And rich in folid learning more than ihow ; 
With charity and aeal, that rarely join. 
And all the human ffrfices and divines 
Rei^n'd in her breaft , and held a pleafiot ftrile T 
Through every (hifting fcts^ of variotts uft^ > 

TKemaid, the .bride, the widow, and the wife« J 

Nor need a naanly fpirit bluih to gain 
Exalted thou^ts froai her fuperior vein. 

Attend 
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\ttcnd her hints, ye fages of the fchools, 
^nd by her nobler pradice frame your rules. 
Let her inform you to addrefs the ear 
5^ith conquering fu^on, or reproof fevere, 
^nd ftill without offence. Thrice happy foul. 
That could our paflions^ and her own control ; 
[^ould wield and govern that unruly train, 
Senfe, fancy, pleafure, fear, grief, hope, and pain. 
And live fublinaely good ! Behold her move 
Thro' earth's rudefccnes, yet point her thoughts above. 
Staphs on earth parrt for theirnatrve Jkies t 
And nature Jeels it painful not to rife* 

Ye venerable tribes of holy men. 
Read the devotions of her heart and pen. 
And learn to pray and die. BuHffa Knew 
To make life happy, and refign it too. 
The foul that oft had walk'd th' etherial road, [Goo. 
Pleas'd with her fummons, took her farewel flight to 

But ne'er (hall wopds, or lines, or colours paint 
Th* iihitiortal paffions of th* expiring faint. 
What beams or joy (angelic airs) arife 
O'er her pale cheeks, and fparkle through her eyes 
In that dark hour \ how all ferene (he lay 
Beneath the opening!; of cekftid day ! 
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LV. 
AN ELEGIAC ODBON THE DEATH OF 

Sir THOMAS ABNEY, 

KNIGHT AND ALDERMAN or LONDON, 

Feb. 6, 1-721-2, in t»e ^30. Year of his Ace. 

Affixed to/ome Memoirs of bis Life. 

And infcrihed t9 

The lady ABNEY. 

Mudam^ 

YOUR grief is great and juA, If b not in die 
power of verfe to charm it : Yourcomforts mofl' 
arifeirom-a (Uviner fpring. My rtfidesce in your fa- 
mily hath made me a witnefs to the luftre of Sir Tba* 
mas Abttey*s chara^er, and the years of your felicity ; 
and I bear a fenfibk fliace in tlie.forrowa that are flkcd 
on his tomb* 

The nation mourns a good man lo(t from the midft 
of us, a public blefltnf vanifhedfrom the earth. The 
city mourns the lofs of a moft excellent snagiftnte> a 
fure friend to virtue, and a guardian to the pablic peaoob 
The Churchof Chuist mourns a beautunlpilla^ta* 
ken from the/upport and ornament of the.tem]^ AD 
thefe are public (orrows ; but your lois, Madam, car* 
nc^z pai,n in it, that mud be unknown to aU» bat fudb 
as knew the domeftic virtues of the dcceafedi 

Thofe 
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Tlioib who iMve die honoor of ycmr Ladyffip'ir ac* 
auaintBBoe» can teil' whence you dtrive your Auqir con - 
folations; even from thdtwm-ld' where yoor dm ited 
fdative drmks riirni at tHe foontain head* O-may 
thofe l^rtfams deibend in (nil meafure hoatiff attd le- 
frc(h yputfelf and your mourning boufc ! 

But if flpv^rfccamfotgive comfoFTto the living, yet 
it may db honour tiy the dead : smd it is for ihi> feafon 
thtft yoorl:.ady(hip defties a verfe to actend thefo few 
Memoriab-of Sk l^hamtn MHtyvlA^c^ Rii modetht 
^ch cioncealed a^tHovftad things from the worid, which 
mij^ht have (hxxl z» witnefles of his piety indraid- 
neis ; bar he thougfaf it fiifficicnt ite his raodrd was 
on high ; yet your nnfeigned kffe follows him 0> tho 
gnnrje, and-woald<io eveiy thine thif might adorn his 
name and memory. Since you have calldlme to this 
place of fervice, the qbligations your Ladyfliip hath 
laid upon me are ftrong enough to fummon up my 
youthful powers and taints, evon when I look upoa 
them as buried and almoft forgotten. 

Befides, ItMamy there are' fome occurrences that 
can of themfelves rouze the tnufe from the deeped 
fleep^ Poefy is not always under the command ot the 
will. As there have been occafions heretofore when I 
have wifhed to wriK, but the irrwgi nation has refufed 
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tber, Mr. Thomas Gimfim^ departicd this life ; and fach 
is the prefent providence — ^Uncommon worth, forfak- 
ing our world, ilrikes all the powers of nature with 
fentknents of honour and grief, and the hand and 
the heart confent to raife a monument of love and for- 
row, 

, Accept ^n , honoured Madam , thefe lines of Elegy, 
as a finoere pledge of the grcateft veneration which my 
heart pays the memory of Sir Thomas Abney. How 
£u: foever the verfe may fall below the theme, yet now 
it mud always live, fince it is joined to thefe Memoirs^ 
md attached to a chara^er that cannot die. And 
while fucceeding ages (hall read the honours due to the 
deceafed, Jet them know alfo the gratitude I pay to 
your Ladyfhip, for the fignal benefits of many years 
4X>nferreaon 

Your Ladyjhifs 

Moft Migedi and^ 

Ohedknt Strvaut, • 

I. WATTS. 



hum^ 



AT 
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AT THE 
DEATH OF THAT EXCELLENT MAN. 

Sir THOMAS ABNEY, 

A SOLILOQUY, or Mourning MEDITATION. 

^mis deRderkJit fudor out modus 
fum xoari capitis f t 
Cantus, Melpomaiem 



r xbarl capitis f precipe htguhres 
'\lpo^ 



Ergone Ab n £ i u m perpetmis fopor 
TJrgetf Cui pudor & jujiitia foror 
Incorrupt a fides t niidaque 'Veritas, 
^uaudb ullum invenient partm ? 



HoR. 



PART I. 
HIS PRIVATE LIFE. 

I. 

ABNEY expires. A general groan [behave 
Sounds through the houfe. How muft a friend 
Where death and grief have rais'd their throne. 
And the fad chambers feem th' apartments of the grave ? 

Shall I appear amongft the chief 
Of mourners, wailing o'er the dear deceas'd ? 

Or mufl I feck to charm their grief, 
And in diftrefs of foal to comfort the diftreft'd ? 

I 3 HL 
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III. 

I mourn by turos^ ^od cojQ&rt too: 
He that can feel, can eafe another's fnuut ; 

The drops of fympathetic woe 
Convey the heavenly cordhd warmer to the heart, 
IV. 

V^ moam • ^ufand joy8<)ecefts'd« 
We name the Hufband with a mournful tongue ; 

He, when the powers of life ^ectesie^A, 
Felt the diviner flames of love for ever young. 
V. • 

Thrice happy twan! T5mcc happgr paift 
If love could bid approaching death Temove^ 

The painful name of Widow here 
Ht^ ever oeen unknown : But dea^ is deaf to lore. 
VL 

Albina * mourns, (he tnouQis alone,. 
Her griff unrivall'd in a houfe of tears, 

The partner of her foul is gone. 
Who doubled all her joy^, and half fuftain'd her cares. 

vn. 

See the fcJr Qfspr Jng of 1^^ 4^ad, 
With their young gnthllhina they Incloie, 

Befide the Father's dying bed ; 
And »5 her wql^s ijjcif afe, their love and duty gfows^ 
VIIL 
The Cbildw feel the Mo^r'^ j^in, 
Dowi) theirpalc cheeks the crH:|din^ forrow€ roU i 

The Mother fees and weeps again. 
With all the tender paiHons ftruggii^g in b^r iboL 
IX. 
The tender paffions reign and fpread 
Through the whole houfe, and to the courts defcend : 

We 
♦ The Lady Abney. 
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We mourn ttc bcft of Brothen dead ; 
We mottrn the kindeft Mafter^ and the firmeft Friend. 
X. 

Wc moorn ; bat not as wrttdhfes do, 
Where vW6d8 hvts all hope in death deftroy : 

A falling tear is nature's due ; 
Bat hopfe climbs high, and borders on celeftlal jo)% 

Thtic fits the laire dq^atted Saint* ; 
There dwells the Huflband, Father, Brother, Friend : 

Thrti Mt us «eafe the for^ complaint, 
Or ftiiliifcdMlrithotit feVoans let notes of praife afccnd. 
XII. 
Groat Goo to thee we raife our fong. 
Thine were the grades that enrich'd his mmd ; 

We blcTs thee, that he fhon^'fo lon|, 
And left fo fair a ti^ck of pious life behind. 



f A K t U. 
HIS PUBLIC CHARACTER AND DEATH. 



I. 

U T can dfemeftic forrows fhew 
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Or die, and not Britannia mourn*, 
When fuch etherial worth left our degenerate ille ? 

*Twas heavenly wifdom, zeal divine. 
Taught him the balance and the fword to hold : 

His looks with facrcd juftice (hine 
Beyond the fcarlet honours, or the wreathen gold, 
IV. 
Truth, freedom, courage, prudence flood 
Attending, when he fiird the folemn chair : 

He knew no friend(hips, birth, nor blood. 
Nor wealth, nor gay attire, when criminals were thcre+. 
V • 
He fignM tlieir doom with fteady hand ; 
Yet drops of pity from his eye-lids roll : 

He Jpunilh'd to reform the land. 
With terror on his brow, and mercy in his fool. 
VI. 
His tongue was much unflcill'd to chide ; 
Soft were his lips, and all liis language fweet : 

His 

• CunSlis tile bonis flehilis occidit^ Ho&« 

+ Efi animus tibi 

Rerumque prudens, l^ Jecundis 
TemporibnSi duhii/que reBus; 
V index a'varcs fraudis^ cf abfiinens 
Ducentis ad/e cunHa pecuniee, 

' Bonus atque fidtts 

Judex honejium pra;tulit utili^ 
Rejecii alto dona nocentiiim 

Viiltu H o R . 

\ ^i quterit Pater urbium 
Bubjcrihi fiatuis i in do mi tarn audeat 

Rrfrenare licentia?nt 
C^dcSp. y i-abiem toller e civiim — Hx)R. 
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His fool difdain'd the airs of pride, [ftreet. 

Yet love and reverence greet him through the crowded 
VII. 
God-like he liv'd and afted here, » 
Moving unfeen, and MU fublimely great ; 

Yet when his coontiy claim'd his care, 
Defcending he appeared, and bore the pomp of flate« 
VIIL 
He more than once oblig'd the .throne^ 
And fav'd the nation : yet he (hunn'd the fame, 

Carelefs to make his merit known. [name. 

The ChriHian hath enough, that Heaven records his 
IX. 
His humble foul conversed on high ; 
Heaven was his hope, his rell, his native home ; 

His trcafures lay above the iky ; 
Much he poffeft on earth, but more in worlds to come; 
X. 
With filent fteps he trac'd the way 
To the fair courts of light, his wifti'd abode; 

Nor would he alk a moment's day. 
Nor make the convoy wait, that call'd his foul to G od , 
XI. 
Bgc the good man with liead reclin'd* 
And peaceful heart, refign his precious breath : 




178 MISCEtLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

Come drefs the bed with fadelefs flowers ; 
Come, «Dwb> round his tomb immortal vigils keep* 
XIV, 

The heart of every Britea rears 
A monument to Abnry's fpotlefs fame : 

The peiicil faints, the mufe defpairs ; 
His country's grief and love muii: eteroize his name* 



Sic ceeinit mcerensp 
Jnier nutrqres doTtteftkos^ 
Ei patriae fiKs luUuSt 



LW. 



INl. ENTRANCE UPON THE WORLD. 

CU R I N O was a young man, brought up to a 
reputable trade: the term of bis apprcAdceihip 
was almoft expired, and he was coutjiviog how he 
might venture mto the world with iafety, and parfue 
buuuefs with innocence and fuccefs. Among his near 
kindred, Serenus was one, a gentleman of confiderable 
chara^er in the facred profeiiioQ j^ and aft^r he had 
Gonfulted vith his father, who was a mefchant of 
great efleem and experience, he alfo thought fit to 
leek «. word of advice from th^ divine* Sereuuf had 
fuch a refpe^ for his young kinfman, that he fet his 
thoughts at work on this fubie^fl, and with Uaai^ ten- 
der expreilions, which melted the youth into tears» be 
put into his hand a paper of his bed coui^ls. CUtriM 
entered upon bufinefs, pucfued his emoloymeat widi 
uncommon advantage, ai^ under the blefling of Hea* 
ven advanced hinuelf to a confiderable eftate* He 
lived with booonr in the wor^, and gave a krfUe to 
t^e religion which he profefied| and after i long life 

•f 
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of piet^ and urefulneTs, he died with a facred oompo- 
fure of foal, under the influences of Chriftian hope* 
Some of his neighbours wondered at his felicity in tnis 
World, joined with fb much innocence, and fuch fe*^ 
vefe virtue. But, after his death^ this paper was found 
in his clofet, which was drawn up by his kinfman in 
holy orders^ and was fuppofed to nave a large (hare in 
procuring his happinefs* 



Advices to a Yovnc Man. 

I. T^ I N S M A N, I prcfume you dcfire to be hap- 
1^ py here, and hereafter : You know there are a 
thoufand difficulties which attend this purfuit ; fome 
of them perhaps ydu forcfee, but there are multitudes 
which you could never think of. Never truft there- 
fore to jour fFwn underfianding in the things of this 
world, where you can have the advice of a njoifi and 
faithful friend % nor dare venture the more important 
concerns of your foul, and your eternal interefts in the 
world to come, upon the mere light of nature^ and the 
diSatet of your vwn reafon ; fince the Word of God^ and 
the advice of Heaven, lies in your hands. Vain and 
thoughtlefs indeed are tKofr children of pride, who 
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world ; and Religion is the only way to becomes pof- 

\ feflbr of them. 

^ * in. To dired your carriage towards Gop, converfc 
particularly with the book of Pfalms : David was a man 
of iincere and eminent devotion. To behave aright 
among Men, acquaint yourfelf with the whole book 
of Proverbs : Solomon was a man of large experience 
and wifdom. And to perfed your dircdions in both 
thefe, read the Gofpels and the Epiftles :. you will find 
the beft of rules and the beft of examples there, and 
thofe more immediately fuited to the Chriftiaii life. 

IV. As a Man, maintain flrift temperance and fo- 
briety, by a wife government of your appetites and 
paffions : as a Neighbour, influence and engage ail 
around you to be your friends, by 'a temper and car- 
riage made up of piuJence and goodncfs ; and let the 
poor have a certain fl.are in all your yearly profits. As 
a Trader, keep that golden fentence of our Saviour's 
ever before you, Whaifoe^er you luould thatmenjbmli 
do unto you y do you alfo unto ibem. 

V. While you make the precepts of fcripture the 
conftant rule of your duty, you may with coucagereft • 
upon the promi/es of fcripture as the fprings of your 
encouragement. All divine afliftances and divine re-^ 
compenccs arc contained in them. The Spirit of light 
and grace is promifed to aflili them thataik it. Hea^ 
Ven and ^oxy are promifed to reward the faithfal and. 
the obedient. 

VI. In every affair of life, begin nuitb God, Con- 
folt Kim in every* thing that concerns yon. View him. 
as the Author of all your bleflings and all yoar hopes, 
as your beft friend and your eternal portion. Medi- 
tate on him in this view, with a conttnaal renewal of 
your trud in him, and a daily furrender of yourfelf 
to him^ till you feel that you love him mpft enr> 

tixcly,. 
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tirely, that yoo fcrvc him with finccre delight, and 
that yoa cannot live a day without God in the world. 

ViL You know yourlelf to be a Man, an indigent 
creature ancl a fipner, and you profcfs to be a Chrifii- 
an^ a difciple of the bleffed Jesus : But never think 
you know Christ nox yourjelf, as you ought, till 
you find a daily need of him for righteoufnefs and 
ftrength, for pardon and fanftification : and let him 
be your conftant introducer to the great God, though 
he fit upon a throne of grace. Remember his own 
words, John xiv, 6i No man cometh to the Father but 
bj me, 

VIII. Make /rtfv^r a pleafurfc and not a talk, and 
then you will not 6)rget nor omit it. If ever you have 
lived in a praying family, never let it be your fault if 
you do not live in one always. Believe that day, that 
hour, or thofe minutes to be all wafted and loft, which 
any worldly pretences would tempt you to fave out of 
the public worlhip of the church, the certain and con- 
jftant duties of the clofet, or any neceffary {ervices for 
God and eodlinefs. Beware left a blaft attend it, 
and not a bleflinff. If God had not referved one day 
in feven to himielf, I fear religion would have been 
lt)ft out of the world ; and every day of the week ex« 
pofed to a curfej which has no morning religion. 
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and every dangerous opporttinit/. Set a double gatrd« 
whereibever you feel or rur[)e6l an enemy at hand.— - 
The world without, and the heart within* hare fo 
much Hattery and deceit in them, that we muft keep 
a (harp eye apon both, left we are trapt into mifchief 
■ between them. 

X. Honour^ profit^ and pUafure^ hate been fome* 
times called the ^orWs trimty, they arc its three chief 
idols ; each of them is fudicient to draw a foul off* 
from God, and ruin it for ever. Beware of them, 
therefore, and of all their fubtle infinuations, if you 
\VOuld be innocent and happy. 

Remember, that the /^o/»r which comes from Goo, 
the approbation of Heaven, and of your own confci- 
ence, are infinitely more valuable than all the cdeem 
or applaufe of men. Dare not venture one ftep out 
of tae road of Heaven, for fear of being limghed at 
for walking- (Irid^ly in it« It is a poor religton that 
cannot (land againft a jeft. 

Sell not your hopes of heafoenly treafuret^ nor any 
thing that belongs to your eternal intereft^ fer any of 
the advantages of the prcfent life : Wbea^ll it frofit 
a man to gain the nuhJe ijoorld, and lofe hit inrntfonlf 

Remember alfo the words of the wife man. He that 
Iweth tleafure fi>all be a poor man : he that indolgea 
himfeltin wi^/e and oil \ that is, in drinkinfi^» in feaftr 
iag, and in ienfual gratifications, Jhall not be rich* It 
is one of Su PauVs chara^ers of a moft degeoerafte 
age, whsn men become iot>ers ofplea/mt more than lo^ 
nkits of God. And that>^^ A^x lAtaf ^^ad^ft thejbnf, 
is St. Peters caveat to the Chriftians of his-tuiie* 

XI. Preferve your Confcience always (oft and fenfi- 
ble. If but one fin force its>ay into that tender part 
of the foul, and dwell eafy theie« the foad is paved 
for a tbooiaad iniquities* 

And 
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. An^ take heedj that under any fcruple, doabt» or 
temptation what foe ver/ you never let any reafonings 
fati^ your coafcience, which. will hot be a fufficient 
apoloey to the great Judge at the laft day. 

Xli. Keep this thought ever. in your mind« It is a 
world of *tianiiy and vexation in which you live : the 
flatteries and promifes of it are *vain and deceitful ; 
prepare therefore to meet difappointments. Many of 
Its occurrences are teaiing and 'vexatious. In every 
ruffling ftorm witiiout^ poUefs your fpirit in patience, 
apd let all be calm, and fercne within. Clouds and 
tempefts are only found in the. lower ikies : the Hea- 
vens above are ever bright and clear. Let your heart 
and hope dwell much in thefe feiene regions : live as 
a ftranger here on earth, but as a citizen of Heaven, if 
you will maintain a foul at eafe. 

XIIL Since in many things we ofiend all, and there 
isriiot a day pafles which is perfe^ly free from fin, let 
repentance Wwards God, and faith in our Lord Jejus 
ChrUi, be your daily work. A frequent renewal of 
theie exercifes, which make a Cliriitian at firft, will 
be a cooilant evidence of your (incerc Chriilianity, and 
give you peace in life, and hope in death. 

XIV. Ever carry about with you fuch a fenfc of the 
uncercainty of evt^ry thing id this IifCj and of life \x* 
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Pbronimus^ a confiderabic eaft-land merchant, hap- 
pened upon a copy of thefe advices abont the tknc 
when he permitted his fon to commciKe a partnerfhip 
with him in his trade ; he tranfcribed them with his 
own hand, and made a prefent of them to the youth, 
together with the articles of partnerfhip. Here, young 
man, faid he, is a paper of more worth than thcie 
articles* Read it over once a month, till it i» 
wrought in your foul and temper. Walk by thefe rules, 
and 1 can truft my eftate in your hands. Copy out 
thefe counfels in your life, and you will make me and 
yourfclf cafy and happy. 



LVIL SOULS IN FETTERS. 

WHAT a fore unhappinefe ifrit to the Chriftia» 
world, that men ape confined in parties! 
There are foine noble foul» impriibned from their 
infancy within die pales of a particular clan, or nar* 
row tribe ; and they muil never dare to think beyond 
thofe limits. What ihameful bara are laid in the waj 
to obftruft the progreis of knowledge, and the growtt 
of the intellectual world ! Generous fendments ai 
ftifled and forbid to be bom, left the parent of the? 
who belongs perhaps to one feff, (hould be fufpedV 
of too much intimacy with another; and a thoufa* 
brave free thoughts are cruflied to death ia the vc 
bud, left they ihould look like the ofispring of Vifire 
tribe, when they appear in open light*^ Wha^ 
wretched influence, names, andy^/, and forties l 
upon the commonwealth of Chriftianityl We ha' 
dare believe onrfelves when we have found out a tr 
if our anceftorsdid not believe it too*. 
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A few days ago, AUutherus told me, that when he 
was a boy, he firmly biclieved the myilery of the mafs, 
and thought the prieft could turn bread into fleih and 
blood, for all his relations were of that mind ; but 
when I began to think for myfelf a little, faid he, 
my faith ftaggered, the falfhood feemed too big for 
vaj belief; and yet I know not what ftrange fecret at- 
tachment to the religion of my fathers forbid me to 
deay what they had profefTed. So I had (hut my eyes, 
and laid all my rifing doubts to deep ; I flretched my 
faith to its former fize, andfwallowed the old doArine 
again. Without thinking whether it were poflible, I 
called it dMne ; for I could not beiar the thoughts of 
beine a Heretic. 

cJerico would gladly have heard Eupbonus preach, if 
he durft have ventured the cenfure of his friends, and 
been .feen in a meeting -houfe. He could willingly 
have let his foul loofe from all human forms and m- 
ventions, if he had not lately fubfcribed the twentieth 
article of the church among the reft, and declared 
that (he has power to ordain rites and ceremonies. But 
fince he has fubfcribed, he does not care to indulge his 
thoughts in fo much freedom. 

Fbiiettehus happened to lodge 'a week at the houfe of 
Scki^fi^tt where he heard Mr» Jenh*% pray en read daily 
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in aU ages is too mucli like itfelf. What k new prac- 
tiANl among Chriftians, to the fepreadi atid hijiiry of 
revealed truth, has been a bar to the profeffion uul 
im))rov€ment of natural reii|;ioii, in iht days and the 
mtions of ancient HtatheniUm 

S^croietis famous in hiftory for hbbeHef -of the One 
true Goo, in oppofition to the PolydKtfm of the worlds 
and the numerous idols of the prieft and people : bnt» 
tie is reported, by diis means, to halve expolbd him'^ 
Mf to the refeatflDcnt end popular fory of fome of 
Im cottAttynxn, k that he is comtted a fbrc of Nfar- 

Sr ^ that •ooofe. Yet, aa fome repost, lie was fcmt 
>le 00 f^ftpoti \m cfoumge in the public fxrofeffioM of 
that One true God in a dying hoor ; for, it is fatd, diat 
Ik ozdeicd « cock to be oficred as a Facrifioe to ^fcMia^ 
pirn the god of f^iyfic. I confefs it b {o mean an4 
fenrile a compliance, that I can hardly believe it con* 

But if the fool of the nohkCredam itai boond in 
Aefe ietten of a Pop*lv religion, #hich forbid his 
Md and final proRfiion of his diviner ientiiiieBts ; it 
ia tot Greece only, but R^me alfo has prodoced exaa^ 
pies of the fame weaknefs among fome of its iieroes* 
It ttnft be acknowledged, they kad fome heavebl^ 
flights of thought, and cotitage enough to let their 
notions jaft iiart into light, a)Ki give broad hints of 
their faith ; but they were forced to crasip and diicou* 
rage the progrefs and the growth of it, for fear of die 
aattodal idolatry which reigned in their age* They had > 
not Hrength of foul and bravery eao8|;h to beoooM 
martyrs for die truth, 

Cicero was a great man, but he wai afraid to fpcak 
what he knew of the Unity of the eternal God, the 
Maker of all. // ie hard, fayshe, fgjkd 9ut him wh§ 
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is the Parent of this unrverfe ; and *when. you harve found 
him^ ais-mi lawfui iofienjo him to 4he vulgar 'world* U- 
lum quafiparentem bujus univeriitatis invenire difficile : 
& com iiivenens> indicare in vulgus nefas ; Lib* de 
Univerf. p. 2. Aitd the fame he faith a^ain, JLib. 
II. 4e Kat. Deor. Let not our men of &athenifm 
Ihto, or Mrkijb infidels, charge all thjs iblly upon 
Cbr^aas- aloae^ fince their Pagan predeceflbn were 
guilty of k «a well as mfc. 

O! fi^veicfiiall that city ftand, whofe inhabitantB 
ftall traffic m intelkAiKil treafofcs, and fet forth all 
Aeir tiew improTemeRts and acqaiiticns in the -opoti 
dsy^ight^M^ukMSt the dangen of public penakies or re- 
^mchl Where ihall thitf ^appy ^ce ef men be hottk 
fi4)o (biiH^k truth with an viniapied Ami ; and ihaH 
Ij^eftk It Ireely to naiilRnd, withotit the fear of parties^ 
tft^kfft odkrra of fingvSarity f When (hall that golden b»k 
arife in Great - Britain , m which «vefy nch genius ihan 
prodace4i]s brighteft fentiments to the honour of God, 
and to the general profit of men, and yet ftand ex« 
empted from common flander ? When (hall the facred 
mines of.fextpture be digged yet decfier tban ever, 
and the hidden .riches thereof be brought out of their 
long fecurity, to adorn the dodlrine of God our Sa- 
viour ? — O that thefe dark and Hormy days of party 
and prejudice were rolled awayV that men would once 
give; leave to their fellow ChrillJans/ to fpell out and 
read fomc anticnt and unknown glories of the perfon 
of Christ, which are contained in fcripture, and 
to unfold fome hidden wonders of his gofpel ! The 
wifeft of mpn know yet but in part ; and it is alwaya 
poflible to^grow wiier,at Icaft on this fide Heaven : but 
public prejudice is a friend to darknefs; nor could ig- 
norance and etTor, without this (hicW, have defended 
their thrones fo long among creatures of reafon^ under 
the light of divine iun-beams. 

LVIII. 



188 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

LVIII. TO LUCIUS ON THE DEATH 
OF SERENA. 

Dear Sir, 

SOME of thefe vcrfes were attempted to footh your 
forrows in a melanchely and diflreifing kour: 
1 hey were ali finiihed near the fame time, and united 
in this form, though they have thus long lain in fi- 
lence, nor ventured to prefent themfelves to you. I 
amalmoft. in pain already, left they ihould awakea 
your hearc-ach oy a recolle^ion of fome dear mourn- 
ful images, and vanilhed fcenes of grief. Let thefe 
lines raSier call your views upward to the better roan- 
fions of your abfent kindred, and awaken you to aim 
every ftep of life towards thefe regions of holinefs and 
joy. Adieu, and be happy, I am. 

Sir, Yottr\ 8cc. 



DEATH AND HEAVEN. 
IN FIVE Lyric Odes. 

O 6 E L 

The Spirit* s Farerwel to the Body afier long Sichtefu 

L . 

HOW am I held a prifoner now. 
Far from my God I this moxtal chain 
Binds me to forrows : All below 

Is (hort-Hv'd eafe or tirefome paiiu 

II. 
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II. 

When (hall that wondVous hour appear. 

Which frees me from this dark abode. 
To live at large iii regions, where 

Nor cloud nor veil (hall hide my God ? 
III. 
Farcwel this fle(h, thcfe ears, thefe eyes, 

Thefe fnares and fetters of the mind : 
My God, nor let this frame arife 

Till every duU be well icfin'd : 
IV. 
Jesus, who mak'ft our natures whole. 

Mould me a body like thy own : 
Then (hall it better ferve m v foul 

In works of prai(e and worlds unknown* 



ODE IL 

The departing Moment; or, Ah/entfrom the Body. 

I. 

ABSENT from flefh! O blifsful thought! 
What unknown joys this moment brings! 
Freed from the n^fchief ^ hath wi^^ht. 

From pains and tears, and all their (brings* 
II. 
Ahfentfromjiejh! Illuflrious day ! 

Surpridng fcenei triumphant ftroke. 
That rends the prifon of my clay. 
And I can feel my fetters broke! 
DL 
AhJtntJffmJUJb ! Then rife, my foul. 

Where feet or wings could never climb. 
Beyond the heavens where planets roll, 
' Meafuting the cares and joys of time. 
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^ IV. 

I go where Goo stni gtory (Hinc : 

His ptefence make&ctertifildaf. 
My ALL that V mortal I idi|pi» 

For Urtft v/Mts and points tAy wstyi 

ODE m. 

Entrance into Paradift; Gt, F^efeKt tAjiHfrh^Lotd. 

t " 

AND is this Heaven! Aiidlatn Tdicrel 
How (hort thc^roadl howf. fwifr the flighti ' 
I am all life, all* eye, all' ear; 

Jesus is here — my foul's delight. 
- H.. : 
Is this the heavenly Friend 'who hung 
Iir bipod aad.angcifhpn Jthe tnCft. 
Whom PW proclaim^, whotri 2)<n;/V/ ft ng. 
Who dy 'd for them, who dy'd for me ? 
Ilfc 
How Air thoU'Ofi^)ring,of iQVt GoDJ 

Thou firil4xMBi'I^ago^W fkcer 
Thy dc«dll:^roiciut':4 thjcrUeil.a^pA^,' 
Thy vital beams adorn the place. 

' ■ ' IV;. '::.'?: '• '• . - . 
Lo! he prefc»tiiikaifet!i0:tbrane '^ 

AUfpotlefs; there !the.^ddbeKd<rrq;te; 
Sublime and peaoe£cil^Afoiigi»dis;S«t^, . 
Awake, my voice, itt^avenly ftrains* 
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ODE IV. 
The Sight rf Gojy in Heavem^ ' 

I. 

CREATOR.GX)D, eternal tight, 
FountaiQ of good, tremendous powers 
Ocean of wonders, Uifefui fig^t! 

Beauty ahd love mdcnown befbce J 

Thy grace, thy nature, alt unknown 

In yon dark region whence- 1 came; 
Where languid glimpfes from thy throne 

And feeble whifpers teach thy name* 
III. 
I'm in a world where all is new ; 

My Self, my Cod ; 04deft amaaos' 
Not my bed hopes or wifhes knew 

To form a fhadow of this grace. 

iv; - 

Fix'don my Goo> myhearj, adore: 

My rcftlefs thoughts forbear to rove : 

Yx mcao^'P^ffiQus* ftir no more ; 

But all my ppwer$ be joy and love. 

O D E V. 

JkVuHwdO^ ^ » cftthe^ Inttrment^fthe Bo^^/w^^i^ 
he Jung by the Mmrners^ 

I. 

U>NV;BIL' thy bofem, faithful tomV ; 
' T^c-tUisnevtreaferetO'thytnift^ 

To (eek a flumber in the dufU 

II. 
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II. 
Nor pain, nor grief,.nor anxious fear 

Invade thy bounds. No mortal woes 
Can reach the lovely lleeper here. 

And angels watch her foft repofe. 
IIL 
So Jesus flept: God's dying Son 

Paft through the grave, and bleft the bed. 
Reft here, fair faint ; till from his throne 

The morning break and pierce the (hade* 
IV. 
Break from his throne, illuftrious. mom ; 

Attend, O earth, his fovereign word ; 
Reftore thy truft, a glorious form; 

She muft afcend to meet her Lord, 



LIX. DIVINE CONDUCT DISPUTED 
AND JUSTIFIED. 

WHEN we meet with any thing in the condufl 
of men, which appears ftrange and unaccount- 
able to us, if at the fame time it feems to carry in it 
die afpeft of fomething low and trifling, wc are too 
ready to think ourfelves fuch Tons of wifdom as to pro- 
nounce puerility and contempt upon the perfont and 
their prance. So hady are we to pafs fudden and raih 
judgments on the pi%fent appearances of things, and 
to imagine every thing is ufireafonable when we do not 
immediately fee the reafon of it ; ^s if all reafon were 
ingrofled in our bofoms> and wifdoro had oooibet 
abode* Gekus^ to (hew his own fuperior gattot> titai& 

-the 
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the rites of M^fes^ and the ceremonies of the Jewifh 
religion, in the fame manner : he cannot devife what 
all thefc bells and jjom^ranatcs, and twenty other 
little fineries, were made for upon the garments of the 
high-pricft ; ror can he guels the reafon of all the 
pretty pun^ilios about lambs, and rams, and red 
heifers ; about pigeons, hyfTop, and fcarlet, fprinklings 
and walhings* He is utterly at a lofs what they were 
defigned for, and therefore he roundly declares his opi* 
nion, that Mf^es had little to do, who could employ nis 
mind in contriving foch trifles. It is unaccountable, 
(ays he, that a perfon, who feems, in other things, to 
be a man of fenfe, fhould prefcribe fuch an endlefs 
ntual, with minute diredions about a hind red little 
matters, relating to the pins and tacks, the boards and ' 
curtains of the tabernacle, and all that fcenery of pue* 
rile worihip, which a wife man would neither com- 
mand nor pradlife. And thus he goes on to (hoot his 
bolts of blafpheray at divine wifdom over the (boul- 
der* of Mofts^ and, through his fides, to fmite the 
God of //r^zf/^jvith ridicule and reproaches. 

How often does fuch a fadden and rafli ccnfurc dlf- 
co%'er its own folly, when it is palled on the anions of 
men, by a further infight into their wifz defigns ; and 
the man, who poured out his laughter and contempt 
upon others, how juftly does he become the objeft of 
contempt and ridicule himfelf, on the account of his 
pride and rallinefs? But when the counfels and ap- 
pointments of the bleiTed God, when the works of his 
wifdom, which is vail and deep, beyond our ken and 
fathom, are thus taken to taik by filly mortals, and 
derided becaufe they do not underftand the purpofe 
and intent of them, what flagrant impiety is this? 
what impudence added to their ralhncls? and how 
much does it deferve the divine indignation? 

K This 



I 
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This very man, this Gelotesy a few days ago was car- 
ried by his neighbour 93'/?^^'' to fee a gentlenaan of his 
acquaintance ; they found him ftanding at the window 
ef his chamber, moving and taming round a glafs 
prifm, near a round hole which he had made in the 
window-fhutter, and casing all the colours of the raini 
bow upon the wall of the room : they were unwilling 
to difturb him, though he amufed himfelf at this rate 
for half an hour together, merely to pleafc and enter- 
tain his cye-l!ght, as Gelotes imagined, with the bright- 
fiefs and ftrenoth of the nrds and the blues, the greens 
and the purples, in many (hifting forms of iitaation ; 
While feveral little implements lay about him, of white 
aper and fhreds of coloured filk, pieces of tin with 
blcs in them, fpeftaclcs and burntng-glafles. When 
the gentleman at laft fpied his company, he came down 
ahd entertained them agreeably enough upon other 
fubjefts, and difmiffed them. 

At another time Gelotes beheld the fame gentleman 
blowing up large bubbles, with a tobacco-pipe, out of 
a bowl of water well impregnated with foap, which 
is a common diverfion ot boys. As the bubbles rofe, 
he marked the little changeable colours on the furfacc 
of them with great attention, till they broke and va- 
nilhed into air and water. He fecmed to be very 
grave and folemn in this fort of recreation, and now 
iand then fmiled to fee the little appearances and dif- 
app^arances of colours, as the bubble grew thinner to- 
wards the top, while the watry particles of it ran down 
ilong the fide to the bottom, and the furface grew 
too thin and feeble to include the a^r, then it bunt to 
pieces and was loft. 

Well, fays Gelotes to his friend, I did not think you 
would have carried me into the acquaintance of a mad- 
nan : furely he can never be right in his fenfes who 

waftes 
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waftcs his hours in fuch fooleries as thcfc. — Whatfo- 
cver good opinion I had conceived of a gentleman of 
your intimacy, I am amazed now that you (hould keep 
any degree of acquaint«\nce with him, when hU rcafoFi 
is gone and he is become a mere child. Wliat are all 
thefe little fccncb of fport and amufement, but proofs 
of the abfcncc of his underftanding ? Poor gentle- 
man ! I pity him in his unhappy circumftanccs ; but I 
hope he has friends to take care of him under this de- 
gree of diftra^on. 

Typiger^2& not a little pleafcd to fee that his projed^, 
with regard to his neighbour Gelotes^ had fucce«ded To 
well; and when he had fufiered him to run on at this 
rate, for fome minutes, he interrupted him with a fur- 
prizing word : this very gentleman, fays he, is the 
great Sir Isaac Newton, the firft of philofophers> 
the glory of Great Britain^ and renowned among the 
nations. You lir.vo beheld him now making thefe ex- 
periments over again, by which he firft found out the 
nature of light and colours, and penetrated deeper into 
the myfteries of them than all mankind ever knew be- 
fore him. This is the man, and thffe his contrivances, 
ppon which you fo freely caft your contempt, and pro- 
nounce him dillrudcd. You know not the dej-th of 

thcfni all 
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♦V\ein» ^ 



IN PROSE AND VERSE. . 197 

that God has made e*very tking beautiful in its fcafon^ biU 
man has this ivorld ift his heart; that is, he is fo intent 
Upon the prefent little fpot of ground on which he 
(lands, and die little incidents of that inch of time in 
which he appears, that he cannot dijcern the ivori that 
God does from the beginning to the end thereof i and there- 
fore men are not able to comprehend the admirable 
beauty of his works, and they are refolvcd to believe no 
farther than they can fee. Vain animals of fiefh and 
blood! Proud fwelling reptiles of the earth! As if 2 
company of worms, who are juft crept out of their na- 
tive glebe, and retiring into it again, after a few 
momenta; fhould pretend to arraign and ccnfure the 
motions and phafesof the moon, and all the rules and 
movements of the planetary worlds. 1 hat man furclr 
ihoold have a ftretch of thought equal to Deity, and 
with one fingle farvey grafp all the atoms of created 
matter, and all the minds, with all their ideas, he 
ihoold Ttew at once all their infinite relations to each 
other, with all the fccnes and appearances in the upper 
and loweK regions of creation, from the beginning of 
time far into eternity, who would dare to conteft the 
wif<Jom of providence, or any of the works or the ap- 
pointments of his Maker ! Hij-oj tnanifili are thy ^juorh, 
O Lord? in nuifdom haft thou made them all. Hc^w wi* 
fearchahle are thy nvaySy and thy judgment untraceable by 
all the fons of men! Who has htywn the mind of the 
Lordi end 'who -hath been his counfellor? Of him, and by 
him 9 and for him, are all things; to nvhom be glory for 
iver and e^ver* Amen« 



ut. 
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LX. SINFUL ANGER FOR GOD's SAKE. 

IT is a very poflible thing for us to be finfully atigry 
with our neighbour, even upon the account of fin: 
we have hearts of unfearchable fubtilty and unfathom- 
able deceit. The beft of us are too often tempted to 
follow the violence of our own carnal afiedions, under 
ah appearance of zeal and duty, and fcreen our own 
wrath to man, under the covert of love to God. And 
when the angry powers of our nature are fet on work, 
under the colour of fo divine a principle, they are impa- 
tient of all reflraint, and know no bounds; for we 
cannot do too much for Gdd and his honour. 

Ddrus is ready to think, that if he let fly all hia 
wrath a^ainfl a man for a finful adion, that wrath 
cannot rife to excefs : he perfuades himfelf^ that it ia 
rather a work of righteouinefs than a fault, and putt 
it among his virtues and his honours* X wKb L^im 
would take heed, left he min^ the heat of corrqijpi 
flelh and blood with holy zc^, and offer iniquity for 
a facrifice. In order to manage well in this matter, I 
would admonifh him to take notice of thefe things, 

Firft, When an adion offends both God and our-*. 
felves at the fame time, we mull watch with the utmoft 
diligence, left felf-love difguife itfelf in the form of 
zeal, and command our paflions entirely into our own 
fcrvice, while we think they are at work for God. 
Suppoie I have often inftruded young Franjo^ as to his 
morals; fuppofe I have earneftly perfuaded him to 
any duty, or cautioned him often againft fomc evil 
pra^ice, and I fee him neverthelefs obftinately proceed 
in his own way ; perhaps I fhali be ready to indulge 
mv anger againft him, becaufe he difobcys me, more 
"* than 
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than becaufe he difpleafes God. Or, fuppofe mj 
neighbour Ccdnmttio rail at me as a Puritan and a mad- 
man, becaufe I am feen often at public prayers, and 
upbraid and reproach me with odious charc;es for the 
fie of my religion : I am tempted to kindle perhaps 
into fudden imiignation, chiefly \ytC2Aiit /elf is reviled,. 
and not becaufe God is diihonoured. 

In fuch inftances as thefe, there is an cafy way to 
find whisther our zeal be more felfilh or divine. Let 
me aft: my own.heart, * Should I have been fo angry 

• with thifi youth if he had negleded another friend'i 

* pious advice, in the fame cafe wherein he has neg- 

• ledled mine ?' and yet the (in againft God would 
have been the fame. Again, * Should I have grown 

• fo warm againft Calumnio* for reproaching my fellow- 

* Cbiiftian, on account of hii» dcvotioivs, as X am for 

* reproaching me V and yet hia ofieqce againft the 
gofpel bad bcw the fame ftili.— Thus, by putting >ilf 
ont cf titt cafe, we guard agaioft th< deceit of felf-lpve^ 
and pafs a joftidr fentence on our own a^ons. 

Now, if, upon due foarch, we find that our wr^th i$ 
swakened rather bcc«ufe an aelioo offend^ us, than be* 
caufe it ©fiends. Gt a,, this is a W^rk of the fiefk^ iMi4 
muft be mortified; our paflions fhould all be pure« 
^lur bkfliid Lord Jasnirs bore a loa4 of p^fo^ajl rc« 

2 roaches, falbng heavy upon himielf, and opoped npf 
u month; but when the JVu'>^ buy^r^ and icller^ 
profaned his Father's -hoiife of prayer* tl^t^ indeed h^ 
aBiinMd an extraordinary chaiader, and gs^ye an in^ 
ilance of fevere 2eal, by fcou^ging them oijt of th^ 
temple, Jobnxu 1.7.. 

Sccoiiily, Take care of giving up the reins inUr^ly^ 
ts^ zvpf paifion, though it -pretend fin for it^ oi)j^, lef|f 
h run to aA ungovernable cxceft. It is St. Piznf/'^ 
cpcmfel, Bt. angry and fin. not, £ph« i?. ^6« fo h^d it 19 ^ 
K 4, ta> 
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to be angry upon any account without finning. It 
was a happy comparifon (whofocvcr firft invented it) 
that the paflions of our Saviour were like pure water 
in a clear glafs : ihake it never fo much> and it is pure 
llii] ; there was no defilement in his holy foul by the 
warmefl agitation of all thofe powers of his animal 
nature ; but ours are like water with mud at the bot- 
tonv, and we can fcarce fhake the glafs with the gentleft 
motion, but the mud arifes> and diffufes itfelf abroad, 
polluting both the water and the veflel. Our irafcible 
paflions can fcarce be indulged a moment, but they are 
ready to defile the whole man. 

We may find ivhether our anger arife to a Jinful exce/s 
ornoy by fuch enquiries a$ thefe. 

Does it fire my blood into rage, and kindle my fpi- 
rits into a fudden blaze, like a train of gunpowder ? 
Then it looks too much like a work of the ftefh, and 
may create a jud fufpicion of the pious purity of it ; 
for, this has «ot the appearance of a Chriflian virtue. 
Our holy religion is a nrore reafonable and a more 
gentle thing, and ever teaches us to a6i with a thought- 
lefs violence, though it fometimes calls the a^ve 
powers of fieih and blood into the alTiilance of fincert 
zeal. 

Does it tranfport us away to the praAice of any 
thing unbecoming our chara^er? I><3es it arm oar 
tongues with vile and fcandalous names, or our hands 
w i ih hafly weapons of outrage and cruelty ? This fo rt 
of condud^ carries in it more of the refemblance of the 
evil fpirit that feeks revenge and mifchief. I confefs 
there have been fome examples of fevere and terrible 
zeal among the pious JinjQs :■ but wc muft remember, 
that the meek and peaceful religion of the gofpel was 
Bot then eflablifhed ; and we mufl confider too, that 
mofl of thefe examples had a divine commiflion, and 

were 
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were immediately infpired by God himfelf. Such was 
tbc cafe oiFbineas, when he flew the two offenders in the 
camp of Ifrael: So Elijah called for fire from Heaven, to 
^eftroy the two captains and their companies ; and our 
LoKD Jesus Christ, under the fame divine influence, 
fcourged the merchants out of the temple. But our Lor d 
hioEifelf reproved his own difciples, when they had a 
mind to imitate the wrath of Elijah, and taught them, 
that under his difpenfatiou, which was (hortly to be 
fet up, Z£a!yi2iS a gentler virtue, and n)ore of a-picce 
with the reft of that religion which he defigned to in- 
ftitute. 

Another queftion we fliould put to ourfelves, to find 
ivhetber our anger be exceffi've, or nOy is this ; Does it 
throw us off from our guard, difpoffefs us of our tem- 
per, and darken our judgment ? Does it make us 
fierce and poiitive? Does it rob us of our patience, 
and render us deaf to all fober remonftrances and ex- 
cufes ? Then it can never befrom God, tho* it pretend 
to be for him : For felf government is an eternal duty ; 
and the ivijdom nvhich is from abrve is/iviftio hear^ and 
Jlotv to/peak ; it isea/j to be iutreated, 9Xi^fulltfforgi'vene/s. 

FinaHy, let us aSc, Does the paflion render us unfit 
for any duty to God, tempt us to omit any duty to 
maoj or hinder us in tke performance of cither \ We 




^intain a calm, ftda 5^es at leaft. J f„u„y 
wheie. furely it may «« ,^ i «ay 

Se^-P^-' f-- ^"°" "' ' . ^,,, in this fraU 
ter. •* ^*^ 
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lxi. on the coronation of their 
Majesties king george il and 

QUEEN CAROLINE. OCTOBER iith, 

1727, 

pRGO armis irwide htros age : fortihm apta 

En/em humeris ; meritam dementia temperct iram 
Dum regiSi ^ leges molli clementh acerbas, 
^efuper <£qu<e<vo5. omnes regnator oljmpi 
Diligit, ^ lieto njultum exSilar^vit olruo ; 
Illc Xxxxxm/acro cingit diademate crinem^ 
^ranftfUttetque tuam longce'va in/teculafamam^ 

En regina tori confors tibi dextera adhceret^ 
Atiro pidajinus^ auro radiata capillos: 
^ota d^cens, tota efi gemrai/que injtgnh fcf auro : 
At fades cultum itlufirat^ facieqjte dtcord 
Ptacbrior eft animus • 

BucHAN. 

The Coronation-Day. An ODE. 
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•ni. 

Lo ! the majcflic form appears, . , 

Sparkling in life and manly years ! 
The kingdom's pride, the nation's choice. 
And Heav'n approves Britann"! a's voice. 

IV. 
Monarch, affume thy powers, and ftand 
The guardian, hero of our land : 
Let Albion's fons thy ftyle proclaim. 
And diftant realms revere thy name. 

V. 
Beapon thy brows th' imperial crown ; 
Rebellion dies beneath thy frown : 
A thoufand gems of luftre ihed 
Their lights and honoars round thy head. 

VL 
Lift up thy rod of Majefty *, 
The foes oif God and man fhall flee : 
Vice with her execrable band 
Shakes at the fword in George's hand. 

VIL 
Law, juftice, valour^ mercy ride 
In arms of triomph at his fide • - 
And each cokftial grace is fecn 
In milder glories round the ^eejt^ 

vm. 

Hail, Royal Fair ! divinely wife ! 
Not jii/firfagt€iowns + could tempt thy tyt9 
To part with truth. *Twa8 brave difdain^.- 
When C^sAR figh'd> and lov'd in vain. 

IX. 
But Heaven provides a rich reward : 
Gargiis thy lover and thy lord: 

he 

* The Sceptre, f ArcEdncal and Imperial. 
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The Brit^iion bears thy fame. 
Where Aufirkm eagles have no name. 

X. 
See the fair train of Princes near ^ 
Come, Frederick t Royal Youth, appear. 
And grace the day. Shall foreign * charms 
Still hol4 thee from thy country s arms; 

Jvx. 
Britain, thy country * ? Prince arife. 
The morning-ilar to gild our ikies ; 
(O may no cloud thy luftre (lain \) 
Come, lead along the ihining train. 

XII. 
Each in parental virtues drefs'd. 
Each born to make a nation blefs'd : 
What kings, what heroes yet ungrown. 
Shall court the nymphs to grace their throne \ 

XIII. 
Mark that young Branch + of rifing fame. 
Proud of our great Deliverer's name : 
He promifes in infant-bloom. 
To fcourge Tome tyrant poorer of Rome. 

XIV. 
Bloom on, fair ftem t Each flower that bIow8> 
Adds new defpair to Alhm9t\ focs^ 
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Pale envy, flandcr, fraud, and fpitc» 
Retirej and hide in caves of nigbt. 

XVL 
Europe, behold th' amazing fcene : 
Empire and liberty con-vene 
To join their joys and wifhes here. 
While Rome'^nd HeH confent to fear«. 

XVII. 
Eternal God; whofe boundlds fway 
Angels an3 ftarry worlds obey. 
Command thy choiceft favours down^ 
Where thy own hands have fix'd the crown. 

XVIII. 
Come, light divine, and grace unknown; 

Come, aid the labours of the thrpne : 

Let Britaiti's golden ages run. 

In 4^cles lafting as the (uiu 
XIX, 

Bid fome bright legion from the iky 

Aflift the glad folemnity : 

Ye hofts, that wait on favourite kings. 

Wave your broad fwords, and clap your wings. . 
XX. 

Then rife, and to your realms convey 

The glorious tidinel of the day : 

Great Wi l l i a m uxall rejoice to know. 

That George the Second reigns below. . 



^ 
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TH-DAY, MARCH thb FIRST, 

MONLY CALLED St. DAVID's - DAY. 

orrowed from Fs a l m cxxxii. lo^ ; z. 

L 

.ENCE, ye nations; I/rae/, hear; 
'hus hath the Lord to Da^/d (worn, 
ain up thy Tons to learn my fear, 
Judah\ crown (hall all thy race adorn ; 
•8 by the royal honours thou haft won, 
as the ftarry wheels pf nature run ; 
re, be thou my pledge; my witncfs be the fun.'* 

II. 
, Britain^ let thy vows arife, 
Qeorge the royal faint affume ! 
aik permiiHon of the (kies, 
:he favourite name in David's room ; 
>vlitia, join thy pious cares 
i in virtue's path your royal heirs, 
the Br/tlfi crown with endlefs honour thein* 
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LXIII. PIETY IN A COURT. 

ToPutLOMELA. 

Madam, 

I Know not by what train of ideas I was kc^ this 
morning to mufe on thefe four lines which I read 
fomewhere many years ago. 

The court's a golden but a fatal circle. 
Upon whofe magic ikirts a thoufand devils 
In cryilal forms fit tempting innocence. 
And beckon early virtue from its centre. 

This defcriptlon of a court gave occafion to the 
following eixquiries. 

Is there a bvely foul, (b much divine, 
Can ad her glorious part, and m6ve and Ihine 
On this enchanted fpot of treacherous ground, 
Nor give her virtue nor her fame a wound ? 

Is there a foul fo tempcr'd, fo fefih'd. 
That pomp nor feeds her fenfe, nor fires the mind. 
That foars above the globe with high difdain. 
While earth's gay trifles tempt her thoughts in vain f 

Is there a foul can fix her raptur'd eyes. 
And glance warm wifties at her kindred Ikies 
Thro' To6fs of vaulted gold, while rornid her bum 
Love's wanton fires, and die beneath her fcorn ? 

Is there a foul at court that feeks the grove. 
Or lonely hill, to mufe on heavenly love; 
And when to crowds and date her hour defcends. 
She keeps her confcience and her God her friends ! 

Hav« 
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Have yc not met her, angels, in her flight, 
Wing'd with devotion, through meridian night. 
Near Hcav'n's high portal ? — Angels, fpeak her name, 
Confign Eufebia to celeftial fame • 
While Philomel, in language like our own,- 
To mortal ears makes her young vifi*ries known ; 
Let Raphael to the Ikies her honours fing. 
And triumphs daily new. With friendly wing 
Gabriel in arms attend her through the field 
Of facred war, and Mercy be her ihield. 
While with unfully'd charms (he makes her way 
Through (ccnes of dangerous life, to realms of cndlefs 
day. 

I perfuade myfelf. Madam, you will acknowledge 
that thcfe Queries are determinea with much truth and 
juftice, ana centre in a name that anfwers every en- 
quiry. Eu/ebia has fuch a guard of modefty ever atr. 
tending, as forbids thcfe lines to appear before her from 

my hand. 

Alethina happened to fit among a few intimate 
friends while this letter was read thus far; and here (he 
interrupted the reading with a friendly impatience to 
confirm it. * 1 know Eufebiah modefty, (faid (he) and 
a blufh will be eaUIy raifed in the face of fo much 
virtue ; yet I do not think the writer hath miftook 
her charafter. In my opinion it is juft and (incere ; 
her whole converfation is of a- piece. Her public 
and her private hours are pf the fame colour and 
hue : (he is much a Chridian in the family and the 
clofet ; nor does (he put off any part of that glorious 
profefTion at court.— I have been favoured with fome 
of her retired meditations ; and as I have long had 
the happincfs of her acquaintance, I dare pronounce 
that (he lives what (he writes. It fo happens at pre- 

'ient^ 
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* fent, that I can give you a tafte of her piety, and her 

* acquaintance with the mufes together; for, 1 have 
' had leave to tranfcribe three or four copies with 

* which I have been much entertained, and 1 am per- 

* fdadcd you will thank me for the entertainment the/ 

* give you.' 

L A Rural Meditation. 

HE R E in the tuneful groves and flow'ry fieldsj, 
Nature a thoufand various beauties yields: 
The daify and tall cowllip we behold 
Array 'd in fnowy white, or freckled gold. 
The verdant profpeft cherilhes our fighr. 
Affording joy unmix 'd, and calm delight ; 
The foreft- walks and venerable Ihade, 
Widc-fprcading lawns, bright rills, and filcnt glade. 
With a religious awe our fouly infpire. 
And to the heavens our raptur'd thoughts afpire. 
To him who fits in majcftv on high. 
Who turn'd the ftarrjr arctics of the &y ; 
Whofe word ordain'a the filver Thamef to flow, 
Rais'd'all the hills, and laid the vallies low ; 
Who taught the nightingale in fhadcs to fing. 
And bid the Iky -lark warble on the wing ; 
Makes the young fteer obedient till the land. 
And lowing heifers own the milker's hand ; 
Calms the rough fea» and flills the Paging wind> 
And rules the palTions of the humaa mind» 



IL 
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II. A Penitential Thought. 



'^ AN I then grieve for tv*ry wretch's woe, 
^ And weep if I but hear a tale of forrow ? 
ly. Can I Ihare in every one's afflidion, 
et ftill remain thus ftupid to my own ? 
tlien my heart to all tne world bcfide 
)ftcr than melting wax or fummer fnow, 
at to myfelf harder than adamant? 
an I behold the ruin fin has made, 
nd feel God's image in my foul defac'd; 
for heave a figh, nor drop a pitying tear, 
t my fad fate, nor lift my eyes to Heaven 
or aid againfl the flatt'ries of the world, 
"he wiles of Satan and the joys of fenfe ? 
rive me, ye fprings, O cive me all your flreama 
hat I may weep ; nor thus with fiupid gaze 
ehold my ruin, like a wretch enchanted 
^hofe faculties are bound with powerful ch^msj^ 
b fome accurfed fpot of earth confin'd. 
rive me J ye gentle winds, your balmy breath £% 
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'Till all the bufmefs of my life is praife. 
And my full heart overflows with heavenly love. 
While all created beauties lofe their charm's. 
And God is All in All. 

in. A Midnight Hymn. 

^"^O thee, all-glorious, cver-blefled Pow'r, 
I conftcrate this filent midnight hour. 
While folemn darknefs covers o*er the iky. 
And all things wrapp'd in gentle llumbers lie. 
Unwearied let me praife thy holy name. 
And ev'ry thought with gratitude inflame. 
For the rich mercies which thy bands impart. 
Health to my flefh, and comfort to my heart. 
O may my prayers before thy throne arifc. 
An humble but accepted facrifice ! " 
And when thou (halt my weary eye-lids clofe^ 
And to my body grant a feft repofc. 
May my etherial guardian kindly fpread 
His wings, and from the tempter fcreen my head ! 
Grant ofceleftial light fome piercing beams. 
To blefs ray fleep and fandlify my dreams. 



IV. The Dying Christian's Hope. 

WHEN faint and finking to the (hades of deatb, 
I gafp with pain for ev'ry labVing breathy 
O may my foul by fome bled foretafte know 
That flic's delivered from eternal woe! 
May hope in Christ difpel each gloomy fear. 
And thoughts like thefc my drooping fpirits cheer. 

What 
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Vhat though my fins are of a crimfon (lain. 
Ay Saviour's blood can waih me white again : 
rhoagh numerous as the twinkling ftars they be, 
)r fands along the margin of die fea ; 
)r as fmooth pebbles on the beachy fhore. 
The mercies of th' Almighty ftill are more : 
le looks upon my foul with pitying eyes, 
lees all my fears> and liftens to my cries : 
■Ic knows the frailty of each human breaft, 
Vhat pafTions our unguarded hearts moleft, 
^nd for the fake of histiear dying Son 
Vill pardon all the ills that I have done* 
^rm'd with fo bright a hope, I (hall not fear 
To fee my death hourly approach more near ; 
iut my taith llrength'ning as my life decays. 
Ay dying breath fiall mount to Heaven in praife. 

The company was not a little charmed with the un- 
iffe6led air of piety and devotion which runs thro' all 
hcfe Odes, and pronounced the pen which wrote Eu- 
'ebia% charade r guiltlefs of flattery, where the Jife cor- 
vfponds with fuch facred poefy as this, and makes the 
noft tuneful harmony in the ears of the blcffed GoD,ahd 
>f all the inhabitants of Heaven. 



LXIV. THE COURTEOUS AND THE 
PEEVISH. 

THERE are two evident reafons why a creatupe 
who is proud and angry in youth, generally 
grows old in thefe vices, and never corred^s them. 
Some who were bom near neighbours to Ve/pus, and 
have known his condudl from the cradle, have named 

him 
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him to rnc as a very remarkable example^ in whom 
thefc two reafons prevail, to keep himao cverlafting 
flave to thefe paflions ; for, in the firft place, lie had 
always fuch an unchangeable good opinion of hirofelf 
and his own conduft, that be could never fpy out his 
own blemilhes, nor could he find any occafion to 
charge himfelf with thefe iniquities, and therefore he 
indulged them without felf- reproof ; and then alfo, he 
is of To very wafpifh a temper, that he will not bear 
any friend to give him the gentled notice of his own 
follies. He kuidles at once, upon the foftell fyllables 
of remonft ranee, into a fudden fit of indignation; 
his fpirits rife into a blaze all in a moment, and with d 
fire and thunder he filences the moil friendly admonilh- 
er. The peevifh and the furious boy, by this means, 
is become a man of peevifhncfs and fary. He wears 
his native crimes to old age : Growing years, and de- 
caying nature increafe thefe unhappy paflions, thefe in- 
ward uneafy ferments j and while vegetables lofe dicir J 
four juices, and are mellowed by time, this animal ^ 
crows fourer ftill by age : he appears daily more fret- 
ful and more imperious. Though he will bear no ad- 
monition himfelf, yet he deals out his rebukes toothers 
with a fovereign air; and while many fear him, there 
are few or none that love him. 

He has paffed through feveral indifpofitions in the ' 
courfe of life,* and been often confined to his chamber 
by .fickncfs ; but at ftjcb feafons the whole family is in 
terror, for the pcevilh humour grows intolerable. No \ 
perfon or thing can plcafe him ; whether things, or I 
perfons, or circumftances/ all oiTsnd. Not a motion, 
not a ftep, not a word is right. He is ever.tcafing 
his attendants with fliarp and mfolent language, though 
they do all that nature and art can do tjo comport with 
his will. He has lived uneafy in themidft of health and 
eafe, and no wonder that he is all chagrin and impatir 
I ence 



IN PROSE AND VERSE. 21^ 

encc when pain attacks him ; and he ieems to fret then 
with Ibme colour or pretence. — In (hort, he inwardly 
murmurs at providence which has fmitten him : And 
while he regents the condud of Heaven, he makes all, 
who are near him on earth, feel his refentment. He 
is now in the laft ftage of life, and the fame man ftill. 
The leopard cannot put off his fpotsy nor the Ethiopian 
change his Jkin: and he that has indulged his vices, 
throughout his whole Jife, againft all admonitions, has 
little reafon to expcd that he fhall be delivered from 
thefc iniquities at death. The fins of his nature fcem 
to go down with him to the duft; anddiey cleave fo 
clofc to the whole man, that it is well if they do not 
life again with him, and attend him for ever. 

Not fo Flacentia^ the wife and the courteous. Tho* 
(he has been furrounded with temptations to pride and 
anger, yet fhe had but little of thofe vices in her ori- 
ginal conftitution, and hasalmoil nullified that little by 
rules of virtue, by the labours of piety, and the aids 
of divine grace. She was educated from her cradle in 
all the forms of grandeur : (he has been furrounded 
with complaifance of every kind, and the civilities du6 
to the fcx have lefsexpofed her to rudenefs and contra- 
di^ion : yet fhe has learnt to bear an oppofition, both 
to her fentiments and her will, without awaking any 
angry paflion, or feeling an uneafy ferment within. 
She receives the fentiments of her companions, when 
they are different from her own, with all the fereneairs 
of a philofopher, who has nothing iii purfuit but rea- 
fon and truth ; and if fhe happens to take a Hep amifs, 
the admonition of a friend is numbered among her be- 
nefits and her obligations. 
■ Her nature is not robufl, but rather of a fickly 
make ; yet neither pain nor ficknefs provoke a peevifh 
word from her. Se has learnt to receive the affliaion as 
an awakening flroke from Heaven, defigned to loofen 

her 
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her heart from all that is mortal. She is all fubminion 
to the hand of a heavenly Father ; and weans herfclf 
daily from every thing beneath and befide God. She 
knows, or believes at leaft, that her friends and attend- 
ants fcek her eafe ; and (he accepts all they do with 
great pleafure. She had rather bear an inconvenience 
herfelf, than give an uneafinefs even to the meaner fi- 
gures of mankind. Every one loves to do kind offi- 
ces for Flacentia ; and happy are they who can admi- 
nifler any relief to her in all her painful hours. 

If (he ever finds occafion to give a reproof, it is wiA 
fo much addrefs, with fuch wifdom and fuch fwcct- 
nefs, that the perfon reprored is convinced and pleafed 
at once, and his reformation is efFediually begun. A 
few days ago (he made this appear with peculiar hap- 
pinefs. 

Critilh happened to pay his morning attendance, 
and heard divine fervice at the fame church which Fla- 
centia frequented. When prayers were done« the 
preacher begun : he fpoke many fubftantial truths, a- 
grceable enough to the text whence he derived his ctif- 
courfe ; and he drew feme practical inferences at the 
clofe, with juftice, and with fome degree of fervency. 
But, alas 1 laid Crhillo^ there were fo many old-faflii- 
oncd fimilitudes and awkward flouri(hes with which ■ 
he feemed to garnifh his fermon ; fometimes the lan- 
guage was fo mean and creeping, fome of the phrafw 
appeared fo antiquated, others fo vulgar, and many 
of them carried fuch an affe^ed air of the fublime and 
magnificent, that all my devotion was fpoiled. I think 
I went to church with a good heart and defires of im- 
provement ; but I had no appetite even to fpiritual 
food, when it was dreffed and difhed put in ~fo difa- j 
greeable a manner. I muft confefs I came home much 
out of humour, and I found no profit at alL Fla- 

centia 



te out of fafh'ion, and while the gamifh of 
jprofufely rich and gay, that of others was 
le and poor. CtiiiTlo, knowing his finccrc 
fat down, and confeffed he eat very heartilv : 
• dinner, he took the freedom to aflc the lacier, 
his was the neweft mode of entertainment, or 
meant by fuch an odd fort of elegance in the 

of her table. I meant, faid Flacentiuy to 
er your ftqinach was not in a more healthy 
your foul and confcicncc. \ ou complained 
>', that the fermon was io dilhcd and dreifed, 
jould not reliih it ; and though you coHifciTed 
much truth and duty contained in it, yet yoft 
ifguiled with the llyle of the preacher, arid 
ard nianher, that you went away fretting at 
.r(e, and received no profit at alj ; but you 
fed heartily upon the j)rovifions of my table 
Dr was your ilomach io fqucamifh as to keep 

thou^^l the difliCii and garniture were incle- 
^h, and very much a kin to the fermon yoQ 

took the hint, and was convinced of his foJh% 
rdon of Ftcuentia, and learned for the fu- 
ttond with a better fpirit on public worlhip : 
u have now tauglit me,. fays he, to make this 
ition. x\vAt if the foul of a Chriftian hr frtimrl 
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But thb is but one inftance of her prudence and ad- 
drcfs» in reclaiming mankind from their follies : thofe 
who have the happinefs of her intimate acquaintance, 
have been witnefles to manyfuch picdfcsof genteel and 
effedual reproof. A pleaungftrenity of foul has run 
through her whole courfe : But fome years ago, when 
ftie was verging towards the decline of life, (he hap- 
pened for ieveral months together, to be ruffled and 
teafed with two or three unhappy occurrences, which 
came upon her at once, and gave her fo much difqoi- 
etudcs as made her carriage, to thofb round about heir 
favour a little of the inward vexation. She was foon 
confcious of the inroad which was made upon her peace 
and her gentle virtues : (he found the angry ferment a- 
rife too often, and work too near her heart : (he gave 
herfelf many (ilent rebukes ; and, by repeated prayer 
and religious watchfulnefs, (he fuppreiTed the growing 
evil, and recovered her native ferenity. Happy thofe, 
who in fuch an hour of temptation do not loie their 
temper entirely beyond all recovery. 

Sne is now far aidvanced in years, and the infiriouties, 
which tend to put a period to life, are growing upon 
her ; yet (he is not ever loading the company wrth her 
complaints, nor repeating to them her daily pains and 
aches, nor does (he often fjjeak of them even amongft 
her friends, but when it feems nece(rary to excufeher 
inaftivity, or the omiffion of any of the duties of her 
place, or to prevent too much expe^lation from her, an- 
der her prcfent incapacity and weaknefs. *• What can I 
«« get, fays (he, by buzzing all my ails into the cars of 
•* my friends ! I (hall but render myfelf difagreeable to 
*' the world, and my company more unpleafant to thofe 
*• whom I love : and when I have talked my difeafcs 
** ail over to them, they cannot relieve mc ; therefore 

♦' Ichofc 
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*' I chofe to complain in fccrct, only to him who can 
♦* fcrtd relief, or give a complete and joyful rdcafe." 
In the long feries of her life (he met with few ene- 
mies, and thofe have chiefly fprung from envy at her 
happinefs. Even while (he nas been fcattering her 
blemngs among mankind, (he has now and then met a 
Very unmerited reproach : yet PlacentiahAs never ceafed 
her kind offices to them, but travelled on ftill in the 
paths of virtue and goodnefs, with a fublime difregard 
Co their i6alice. 

So glides the moon along th* etherial plains, 
Brightriing the midnight world with filver blaze. 

And great and filcnt majefty difdains 
The clamorous envy of the barking race; 
Yet (hines upon them ftill with generous light. 
While brutes abufe her bearasbut to dired their fpight, 

Philagatha, a lady of fix and twenty years old, was 
prefent while this bright charadcr was rcheaHed ; (lie 
fed been the mAther of three children, and was ftill 
proceeding; (he was fo charmed with the many agree- 
able parts of fuch a life, that (he refolvcd, if ever fliv: 
Kad another daughter, it ftiould be named Plac^niiu. 
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the fafer end of a (hort fire-brand : it feemed^ery un- 
cafy at its warm fituation, writhing and alfo ftretching 
itfelf every way for relief. He watched the creeping 
creature in all its motions. I faw it, faid he, when he 
told this incident to Philemus, I iaw it reach forward, 
and there it met the living coal ; backward, and on 
each fide, and then it touched the burning embers : ftill 
ftarting from the prefent torment, it retreated and 
fhrunk away from every place where it had juft before 
fought a refuge, and ftiH met with new difquietudc 
and pain. 

At laft I obferved, faid he, that having turned on 
all (ides in vain, it lifted its head upward, and raifed 
its length as high as poffiblc in the air, where it found 
nothing to annoy it ; but the chief part of the body 
ftill lay prone on the wood ; its lower or worfcr half 
•liung heavy on the afpiring animal, and forbid its af- 
cent. How happy would the worm have been, could 
it then have put on wings and become a flying infeft ! 

Such, faid he, is the cafe of every holy foul on 
earth ; it is out of its proper element, like the worm 
lodged amongrt hot embers. Theuneafy fpiritisfome- 
times ready to ftretch its powers, its delires and wifhes 
on every fide, to find reft and happinefs amongft fenfi- 
ble goods : But thefe things, inftead of fatisfying its 
nobler appetites, rather give fome nevv pain, variety 
of vexation, and everlafting difappointment. The 
foul, finding every experiment vain, retires and (brinks 
backward from all mortal objeds ; and, being touched 
wi^[h a divine influence, it raifes itfelf up towards 
H^ven to feek its^GoD : But the flelh, the body, the 
njfeaner and worfer half of the man, hangs heavy, and 
drags it down again, that it cannot aicend thither, 
where reft and eafe are only to be found. 

What iliould fuch a foul do now, but pant ^nd long 

hourly 



luiiiiiiuiib lu ucpan iiuin iiciii i \j uiciicu vuicc 
lavcn that (hall fay to it. Come up hithei- ; and, 
me.inflant; (hall break off all its fetters, give 
ings of an angel> and infpire it with double 
fcend. 

lother time, faid Thilemus^ I happened to be 
\ good npan when he was walking through a 
ma we unpcrched a fquirrel and a lark. The 
leaped nimbly from bough to bough, and ran 
ilf the trees of the grove to fecure itfelf ^ but 
, after it had juft tried a bough or two, took 
>ward, and we faw it no more*^ — Jull fuch is 
xnce, faid Theophron, between a Chriftian and 
Df this world. When the fons of earth are 
' from one mortal hope, they run Hill to 
they fearch round among all the creatures to 
;f, and dwell upon earth^^ comforts ftiJl ; but 
of a Chriftian, unperched from his reft on 
ies immediately towards Heaven, and takes its 
the upper work among things that are invi-^ 

Fhihmm told the/e little occurrences of The- 
:ogether with his pious remarks upon them. 
It fimperkig, with an air of contempt, till the 
3 done, and then burft out into a loud laugh. 

fays he, is the old Puritanical. Ace returned 
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• ceflivcly religious as to make teinples of the fields 

• and groves, and talk of Gqd and Heaven there/ 
FhUemus could hold no longer ; but, with a folema 

and fevere countenance, gave Ridelh a juft rebuke. 
Muft we never think of Heaven but at church ? I fear 
we Ihall then banifh religion out of the world. Hath 
not the bleffed God given us notice of himfelf ^^moog 
all the creatures, and muft we never dare to t^kc no- 
tice of him in any of them, left we be out of the 
mode, and ridiculed as unfaftiionable F Perifh'a}} ^hefe 
faihions of an ungodly world, which would thruft 
Heaven from our thoughts ! Let the fafhign ef our 
Saviour obtain among us, who, when he came down 
from God, and dwelt among men, from eveiv oc* 
currence of life, took occaiion to raife the thopgnts of 
his hearers to things divine and heavenly. Ht dr^ 
the leifons of his gofpel frqm x\it fig-tree and the mrf* 
Utrd'feedy from a Tofifieepy and a louring fi^j \ and there 
was fcarce any occurrence, of the meaneft kiiul» 
which he did not improve to holy purpofes : nor ^oei 
it become any man, who wears the name of a Ci^if- 
tian, to laugh at the pradice of our Saviouk, or 
forbid his followers the imitation of fo facre4 an ex- 
ample. 




Hstfi 



3RAMS, INSCRIPTIONS. AND 
FRAGMENTS OF POESY. 

IHAPS there is no pcrfon who hath araufcd 
Jflfclf ^th vcrfc, from fifteen ycars'old to fifty, 
h fometimes writ upon low and common themes* 
gled fragments of poefj on more important fub- 
profe; and when friends have been innocently 
med wkh thofe little things, and copies are once 
3road into the worlds they are in danger of be* 
>li(hed in a very imperfleft and mangled manner. 
}id this, it is better they (hould appear as they 
id if they can give any farther innocent amufe- 
young perfons, who delight in verfe, this 
rve for an apology for their publication, though 
ere written in the early p^rts of life, and 
ly fince molt of them bear feme divine or moral 
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LXVI. FRAGMENTS OF VERSE. 



!• Jlfee* Preface ^<2 li^rrz^i 'wriUeftAuittj^ii6(jt* 

E*ER fince the morning of that day 
Which bid mv dear«ft friends adieu, 
. And rolling wheels Dore me aw^y, / " 

Far from my native town and. you. 
■ E'er lince I loft through diftant place, ^ - . 

« The pleafurcs of thepartnt'^ fafce, ' " 

. This istbefirft wbofe'language.fties 

For your releafe frona waxca haaJs j ,, - 

Laden with humtle love it bows . 
To kifs a welcome from your hands: 
-: Accept -the duty Twhich it briirgs, 
. . And pardon its delaymg wings. , . 



n. The Sun in Eclipse. To Horatio.' 

Dear H. ' 

THE firft thought which I glanced npoti after I - 
had fet pen to pap^v, wa^ the approach x>f:;cb(».> 
Solar Eclip/e ; and it impreffed me with fuch force, th^t . 
I was conftrained to fpend a few lines to dreTs up' a 
fudden thought on that fubjed^ in the ftrain which we 
learnt, not many years ago, among the heathen poets. 

Now, now 'tis juft at hand • 



Now theJaright fun leaves hit meridian ft age, 
Rolls'down the hill, and meets his iiftcr's rage ; 

Her 



■1 

} 
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Her gloomy wheels full at his chariot run. 

And join fierce combat with her brother fun. 

The gentle monarch of the azure plain 

Still paints and fiivers her rebellious wain. 

And ihoots his wonted fires, but (hoots his fires in 

vain. 
Th' ungrateful .planet'does as faft requite 
Th' o erflowing meafures of her borrowed light 
With an impetuous deluge of her refiftlefs night. 
His flaming courfers tofs their raging heads. 
And heave and grapple with the itubborn ihades ; 
Their eye- balls flafh, their brazen billows puff. 
And belch etherial fire to guard the darkhefs off; 
In vain their brazen lungs, in vain their eyes. 
Night fpreads her- banners ^*er the wondering ikies. 

Say, peaceful Mufe, what fury did excite 
The kindred ftars to this J^rodigious fight ? 
Are thefe the ruloj^of natiire ? Will me Ikies 
Let fuch dark fcenes of dreadful battle rife ? 
What dire events hang threat'ning o'er the earth ? 
What plagues, what wars, jult burfting into birth ?' 
Now for his teeming glebe the ploughman fears> 
Led it ihould yield a crop of iron fpears: 
Shepherds fee death fpread o'er the fleecy downs ; 
Monarchs- grow pale', and tremble for their crowns : 
Vain dreams of mortal weaknefs ! ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Awake, Philofophy, with radiant eye. 
Who fearcheth all that's deep; and all that's high ; ; 
Awake, furvey the fpheres, explain the laws 
Of Heaven, and bring to light th* eternal caufc, . 
0£ prefent darkncfs, &c. 
SouthamptOTt^ ' "1 - 



nu 
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in. I/t a hi^rr^z to Makihd A, Jpeaim^Con(emnfi 
our BUJed Saviour. 

LE T your immortal thoughts arife, 
Survey him crown'd with every grace ; 
Jesus, the wonder of the ikie». 
The great, the meek, the lovely aod the wife ; 
The joy and glory of the place. 
Here angels fix their gazing fight ; 
Here (aints released from eart;h axkd fin» 
Dwell oi? his face divinely bright. 
Copy his beauties with interne dtlight^ 
And with advancbg laflre ihine. 



LXVIL 

THE INSCRIPTIONS ON SEVERAL 5MW* 
FRENCH PICTURES, TRANSLATED. 



Ano ^ L I C a finginj^w 

WHAT ! mufic and devotion too I 
This is the bufinefs angels do : 
"When hearts, and hymns, and voices jp}o> 
It makes thefleafaot work divine. 



Chlorxs 



brighter pearfs than thofe you XbKzdf. 
, to tie about your neck.^ 

Ph Y L L I s phying twitb a Porrtrt. 

i>men will uot be indm'd 

c th' improvefoents of the miad« 

me, Phyllis i for 'tis ttuc, 

will talk as wellas you*^ 

Claudina the Cook'Maid.- ^ 

ok, who io herfaiwible po& 
ides the family with fpod^ 
thofe empty dames Uiat boafi; 
harm& and loversj. birth- and blood* 

Fl o R E L L A fingittg to her Harp* 
fings and plays fo st^W^ 
(he doth befl^is hard tcf- telL|.. 
a poor accoiMT i)D'ia|^» 
can do is fifi^and^f*. 

K^iacrt.iiutJjpiiitA^ 
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. : . . . . ' /. ..,.>..! 

Dqr I N D A yS-ot;//?^, 

We ftand exposM to cwcry fin • 
While idle, and withba^ femploy ; 

But bufincfe holds otti-pamons in. 
And keeps out all oi!rlawfal joy. 

Iris fuckling three Laf'Dogs* 

Fond foolifli woman ! while you iujrfe 

Thofe puppies at your bread:, ' 
Your name and creait fares the wdrfe ' 

For every drop they taftc. 
/r/>, for fhame, thofe brutes -remove,* 
And better learn to place your love. 

Vouoii A jhe Market'MaiJ^ 
Virtue adorns her foul within, ' 
Her homely garb is pvcr clean:. ^ i' 
Such innocence diftlainin^ art* -.--•• 
Gives love an honourable dart^ 
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mi. INSCRIPTIONS ON D-IAiS* 
Written on a Sun-Dial in a Circle* 

C fetit oceamm PBcehus^ fie '*vitafepulcBfumy 
Dum fenfim tacita *vol<vitur bora rota ; 

a fie fugUnt^ fie lux, fie Umbra f theatruok. 
Donee ftelligetum claufirit una dieu 



Afterwards turned into Ei^xsLisk*. 

"hos fteal the filenrhonft aWay,, 
Sun thus haftes to reach the fea, 
I men to mingle witktheinclay^. 
IS light and (hade divide the year, 
IS, till the laft great day appear,; ^ 
I Ihut the ftarry theatre. 



::] 



Another;. 

lide the hours, fo wea?g thie day; ,- ^ • 

;fc moments meafure life away 

T\%h. all its trains of hope andfeaf^ -^liCi 
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May no fliade forbid thy (hining. 

While the heaveidy lim decfiniag 

Calls us to improve the day. 

An^hr fitr a Spot-Diaa^. 

Shining Q>ot, but ever Aiding ! 
Brighted hours have, no abicung i 
Ufe the golden moments, well ^ 

Li£ is wading, 

Death is halting*. 
Death, configns to h^veOvOr hell.. 

See the little Dayrftar mcmng^s 
Life and time are worth impmingy. 
Seize the moments while they ftay \ 

Seize and uie them. 

Left you lofe them. 
And lament the w>aftedda}^» 

Other Rforros w X)xkSk%% 

repmnt Jupftma.\. . 

l^roxima nott nofira efiV ' ' 

Vebimur properantibm hork.- 
. Adcee^m atitewihm^ * ^ 

Aut umbmt erebU- 



LXIX. 
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XIX, INSCWPTIQNS ON PORTRAITS. 

The LiHEi uDdcr Br. Owim's Picture. 
Written hy himfclf. 
JMSR4 f^/<rt families MmKk fim citm dflnrgutt 

Reliquias, fiudiis afftduufque labor. 

^entem humilem facri fervanttm limina *veri 

Votis fuf^iQihm qui d^dii^ ilU iiidiU 

Englished thus> 

Behold the fhade, the frail remains 
Of ficknefs> cares, and ftudious pains. 
The mind in humble pofture waits 
At ^red tmlh's aek^al gate», ' 
And keeps thore>b<Hif|d^with he^ feaij. 
While he who gave it> fees it there. 

Various MoTXOS fir 0H ERfl^v. 
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IL. 
/» € H ft I s TO mea 'Vita Idtet : mea giSria Ch r s t us : . 
Hunc lingua^ hunc calamus celebrate nee imago tacebit 
tN. UNO JeSU omnia. 

Illi 

Ti «v« f )jTor/ifv, *A^u^£l;ovTf^ Iv aya9r»i 

Seeking the things abovci And fpeaking truth in lovc<. 

IV. 
Efi mihi CHRnsTirs ^'were^ ^ lucrum mart.: 

«•■■ ■ v. • 

X^irof ffxo|. TO ^,. Kipioi IfMt.TO ^avsfv^. 

VL 

Sic lefvjj umbra virum^ vir Fatdumy Panlm Jefiiin Sffuif* 
; tur»nim\fiff€fiuiur^ 




IIXX. 



Anno 1720. 

RTj^ ^ medh jam fortiihr aura popelh 
rat im Auftrales fru£lm : Argentea /puma 
in monies ; (mirandum) atqtm aurea regna 
nt pontOm ' Gircumfremit undique turha 
turn, in cesium ajpirans : Summa t^quora itattUt 
n/candunt, ^ Je mirantur in ajiris : 
fibi diadema facit^namphnimns extat 
At infidbSi O quVJapiii effttge fludus^ 
'id^ credos (licet anro fplendeat ) uud^i 
tas mijcrum per mille periclg. profundumy 
<vis. Heu! fimtdac fid)Jiderit anrapopelli^ 
jcet; Tnontes perettnt ; evantda'rtgna; . ^ 

'rit fpvmite -nijifnti marina^ qxiragp^ ; ' ' 

On the nvondroMs r^e rf the SouTH»Sj£A -' 
Stock, 17 jo. 

faid the citizens haveiblcl 
ruth, and trade, iox South-Sea gold; 
fe ; for thdfe thsit know can fwear 
n gold that gUftfrs ^it. 

ifcrib^ndum marls Meridionalia GaKOphvhcio. 
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Ampla magisyfed onujia minus ; centena talenta 
Auftrali 'Videos citd tir triplkatafvh undo, ^ - 
^luod grtwitatis abeft numerum fuppUre 'videbis* 
IJic mdUetfumutt rumor t/pei% lama caprina^ . . 
Nix opftrva, umbne, pha/^ufmatatfomttia^ <V€ntU 
Fra-dia in Utopicis regionibust aureafpuma 
Atriaque arat nHudtrntur^ emuntttr in borate 

rt\ fi brefior infcriptio magis anrldet* 

■ ■ ■' Nofi omue fuod hie micat aurum ^« 
April 6« 1720* 

IV« Sabina and her CoufMSfiom% traveBi^ t»* 
^getber to fet Jine Buddiugi a^ Gofdfifs. 

While round tine gardens^ and the grovct, 

Your foot, your ey^ your fancy roYes, . 
With ftill new fonns ot pleafure in a waxa> piriiiit^ 

Let every tree yield knowledge too. 

Safer than that in Eden grew, 
Whoie your own mother Svefovtad poiibaia the fruits 

Y. Tub sajcjl. 

Go, view thf 4wflUfld2;s of tlie great. 
The fpacious court, thi; lowering ftat^ 
The roots of coilly form, the fret-work and the gold;. 
Mark the bri2ht.taj>'ftrv fcenes, and fay, 
•Will thefeniak^ wrinkled ajge delay. 
Or warm the cheek, -and pamt it gay. 
When death fpceads o'er the face .ber fioigl^lfuji. pala aad 
cold? 



VI. 
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VL Th£ same. 
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lo vain to fearcb the v^dant fbencs. 

The (haded walks, the flow'ry gtccw. 
The trees of golden tmk for wh^tc^n o^*cr be found: 

You fearch for bliis, wkfre 'twill npt grow« 

There is no Paradifc* below. 
Since life's immortal treeis ptiUh'd tiom the gro^ind* 

VII. RatIOj F{Z>ftl, CHAIklTAl. 

Sed ratio atfue fidet nU fine amorejuvanU 

I O £ M« 

Et ratio £dei efi, tf arnica JUn ratkui: 
At nihil ambo ^akntfi mihi defit am^p 




«35 MISCELLANEOUS THOUGHTS, 

LXXI. EPITAPHS. 

!• ^« Inscription Wflr Monumental Stone in 
Cheshunt church in Hertfordflsire. In Memory of 
Thomas Pickard, E/o, citizen o/" London, «w^ 
diedfuidenly Jan. 29. A. D. 17 19, ^tat. 50, 

A Soul prcpar'd needs no delays^ 
The fummons come, the faint obeys ; 
Swift was his flight, and fhort the road j 
He clos'd his eyes, and faw his God* 
The flefh reds here till J esus come, 
And claims the- treafure from the tomb. 

II. On the Grave Stone of Mr. John May, a young 
fiudent in divinity ^ ixsho diedl ^ftf^ o, lingering and 
painful ficknefsy and *was buried in Cheshunt 
church-yard in HertfordJJbire* 

SO fleep the faints, and ceafe to gr6an. 
When fin and death have done their worft. 

Chrift hath a glory like his own. 

Which waits to clothe their waking duft. 

III. Written fir a" Grave'Stone of a near Relation* 

IN faith (he dy'd ; in^ud (he lies ; 
But faith forefees that duft fhajl rife 
When Jesus calls, while hbpeafTuraes 
And boafts her joy among the tombs. 

Or thus^ 

B E n E A T » this {lone death's priloner lies ;. 
The ftone (hall move, the prifoner rife, 
W'bcnjEsu*, with, almighty word, 
C^l^ hi^ dead faints to meet their Lord.. 

rv: 
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IV. To the pious Mtynoryof the Renj\ Mr, Samuel 
Harvey of London ^ .<who died Jpril 1 7/^, 1729. 
^tat. 30. An Epitaph, 

HERE lie the ruins of a lowly tent *, 
Where the fcrapfiic foul of Har^e^ {J5«nt 
Its mortal years. How did his genius Ihine, 
Like Heaven's bright envoy, clad in powers divine! 
When from his lips the grace and vengeance broke, 
*Twas majefty in arriis, 'twas melting mercy fpoke. 
What worlds of worth lay crowded in that breafl ! 
Too ftrait the manfion for th' illullrions gueft. 
Zeal, like a flame (hot from the realms of day. 
Aids the flow fever to confume the clay. 
And bears the Saint up through the ftarry road 
Triumphant. So Elijah went to God. 
What happy proJ>het fliall this mantle "find. 
Heir to the double portion of his mind ? 

Stcmnfa jam njeterafcenti 
^htter juftijfftmus amicorum iff Icclejia 
Fletus H^nxo/uo par^ntat. 

y ■ • - '• 

' . I.W. 



* He was a perfoa of a very low ftature, but of an excellent 
fpirit, adorned with all the graces of a minifter and a Chriftlan^ 
in a mod uncomipon degree. His (icknefs was a flow fever ; but' 
"While the diforier was upon him, he ventured abroad, accordingly 
« promife made fome time before, and his zealexhaufted his fpivits 
in pious and profitable converfation, with fome young perfons, 
Who greatly valued his miniftry : In a few days the diltemper 
prevailed bcyoad' the rcaclvand power of medicJoc. . 






Mr. ^ 
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MtaUfua 62. 
Mulium dile&us^ mtthum d^uleratus* 

In EngliJB thus. 

Sacred ta Memoey. 

In this Sepulchre lies buried 

Matthew Clare e, 

A fon bearing the name 

of his venerable father, 

, nor left venerable bimfelf ; 

Trained up from his youngfcft years 

§h f^acred'and human learning': 

• Veiy Ikilful in the languages: 

In the gift of preaching 

excdknt, laborious, and fuccefsful : 

In the p^ftofat office 

faithfbl and vigilant : 

Among the comrove^es of divines 

mdi^rate alv^ys and pacific : 

Ever rcidy for all the duties of piety : 

Among hufbands, brdthSra, fathers^ friends, 

be had few equals : 

And his carria^ towards all maukind was 

eminently benevolent* 
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Go, traveller ;'a6 J whercfoc'er . 

Thy wand'ring feet fhall reft 
In diftant lands, .thy ear fhall hear 
His name pronounc'd andbleft. 
He was born in LekeJUrJbire^ in the year i664. 
He died tit London,. March 27, 1726. 
Aged iixty-two years, 
Mach beloved and mac^ lamented. 

VI. AnEVlThVH onthe Jlnjerend 
Mr, Edward Bkodhurst. 

Hoc marmore commem^ratur 

Vir infacrisfuperfocksperitm^ 

Nee in Uteris humanU minm fciens : 

Rehus divinisapriitiaatatededitus^ 

. • Veritatis liherifiudiofus^ ^ ^ 

Fidd Chriftian^jireHuus qfferior, 

£t pietaie nuUi/ecundm* 

Co^ionatfir eximitu^ ' , ^\ 

Ratione, fiadeld eloquio foiehs: 
Fajhr erg^a gregem Jihi commijHm ■ , • 
yigilt ^ Jollicitus peni Jupra modum: 

t Moribusfaciiis^ ytt4 henencm^ .•.,.*«.-: 
* OmnigettiB chffrilaHi^ exemplar :\ '. J- 
Mille *viriMtlhks inJihtHus ' , - 

' Slui^s facrq'celavii modefiia; ' . 

Sed non i{fque celahuntur: . 
7, ieJIor, p cxpeSadieni- " V ' 
.^ua calo Urrijque fimul innoteJ^cH 
^lurMs Ci aua'ntusfidt 
EdVARDUS BRODHURSTr 

Agro Derhienji natm efly A, V* 169 1. 
Birmij:gamUv defdtiSus Jitlii dk Ziy 1 730- 

Antmam 
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Ammam adfifperos a^volojitem 

Ecclefia miiitam luMty 

TrktrnphaTU plaudit , 

Sufcifit Chrtjhu. agrnfeit Den. 

" JEuge, fidelis fcrvc" 

Done into Ertgl^ hy anothef HaneU 

This marble ca'ls to oiy temembrancc 

A perfon of fuperior ikill in divinity. 

Nor lefs acqaainted with human literature: 

Inclined from his infancy to things facred. 

An impartial enquirer after truth. 

An able defender of the Chriftian faith, 

A truly pious and devout man. 

A preacher that excelled • 

In force of reafon and art of perfuafion ; 

A paftor vigilant beyondhisHrength, 

Over the flock committed to his charge : 

Of courteous behaviour and beneficent life : 

A pattern of charity in all its branches : 

A man adorned with maay virtues. 

Concealed under a veil of modefty ; 

But (hafl not for ever be concealed^ 

Go, Reader, fxptd the da^ 
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23^ : MISCELLANEOUS. THOUGHTS,. 

IL. 
In Christo mea *vita Idtet: mea gUria Chrstus :: 
Hunc lingua^ hunc calamus celebrate nee imago tacehit 
tN. UNO JeSU omnia. 

IIL 

Seeking the things aboVCi And fpeaking truth in lovci^ 

IV. 

Ej^ mihi Christ ITS '^i'vere, ^ lucrum moru, 

. ■- • V; 
X^<ri$ l|xo( TO fjfi^,. Keph; IfMi^TO Saviiv*. 

VI. 

Sic lenfis umbra *virum^ vir Paulum, Paulm yrfj^ Sifuif. 
tur, non'fljfffuiiur^ 




vxx. 



Froprio marte pr%mwit^ v** ;*-^ 

Fcfterifjue idteriui promo'vefiJos ft^X^i 7^- 

}%'jjirumjuper iethtrajcandcnj> i^^ *>- ,r ^ ' ^ ^ 

Monuit y iniigiUrvit, i j^f f\ ^ . ; • \'y'^ 

f^altTf ccel^is aitima'^ . \r ..\ ,.\ . . v' ♦: ''r_ 

Seculi genti/que tuof lumen ingent . *^^\ ■^' . 

Ac ingens dcfidcrium .^- / \>^ . , . 

Generis bumani dicusi*val£* *'*' 1^ Vi^V 






CXIL THE CADENCE OF VERSR. 

wrhings of every kind, an author fhoal4 l)e («• 
dtous To to compofe his work, that the ear may 
de to take in all the ide^s, a« well as the eye, and 
)Dvey his complete fenfc to the miad with eafc 
jkaiarc. Since t^exy fenteacc has fomc woitls 
which are more emphaticai than the reil» and 
which the meaetng, the beauty, the force, and 
leafore of the fentence dq^end, the writer (hould 
great care that the hearer may have a diftinguifli- 
)erception of all thefe, as well as the perfon who 
i. All the parts of a fcnftnce, from one end to 
3thcr, are not to be pronounced with the fame 
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A good' cadence in vcrfe, is mucTi the fame thing 
as the proper ftn'd graceful found of a period in profe. 
This arifcb partly fr6ni the harihncfs or foftncfs t)f the 
words, and the hagjjv difpofition of them, in a fort 
of harmony ivith the ideas which are reprefcnted, part- 
ly from the long and fhort accents, which belong to 
the fyllables well mini»led ; and partly srffo from the 
length and ihortnefs of the fentences, and a proper 
fituation of the paiifes or ftops, ,as well as from pot- 
ting the cmphatical words in -their due places. All 
this might F>c made evident, in a variety of inllanccs, 
by fhcwing huw ol>fctire, or how languid the fenic 
fometimes vvould be foirnd, if the proper cadences be 
not obferved by the writer or reader : how ungrace- 
ful, how . un n ^ uficali t>nd cre n o ifcn fivc would fomc 
fcntences appear in profc, or forae lines in vrrfe, if 
h^rth-.fbundinc wotds were put, whca tht fohet are 
required, if fyllables of a (hort accent were placed in 
.4i)£ room of lortg; if .the emphatical words or paufes 
, were difpoied in improper places ? The moft flcilful 
ai^d43>elodioMS reader,. with bis ntmoft labour ahdart 
of pronunciation, can never jcot^rtain « judictous au- 
cjitory agreeably, if^thc writer iias not done his part 
in this- refpe^ Anditbocigh thefe matteh ^rc of ffi 
jlcfs' importance in poefy,. than the propriety, grar 
deur, beauty, and force of -the ideas, and the elegai 
. (difpofition of ihem ; yet the late duke ^f i^— •, in \ 
fivnous Ej/a^ •n Foetrj^ iuppoies them to be of foi 
ncceflity to make good verfc. 

Number and Rhyme, and tkat harmotiions.foao 
■Which never does the ear with harfhnefs wound, 
Are necefiary,, though but vulgar artSi 

This theme wouki furfiifh fuiEcicnt matter forr 
I 1» 



s, commas, ana j^enoas ui-anpvUcd, as lar as mjr- 
ements in pocfy have given mc any koo*vledge ot* 
:ind. 

has been an oW and Juli ohfervation, ^^lEngi/fi 
gencraUy confifts ot Ifimhic feet : An Iambic foot^ 
two fyllables, whereof the firtl is (hort, and the 
• long. "An Englijb vcrfc of the. Heroic kind, con- 
)f five fuch fiset ; fo that in reading it, the accen^ 
^ally laid npon die feeohdj fourths fixth^ eighth^ 
^nth fyllables. 

r. JDrydtn; who was counted the.beft vexfifier pf 
aft age-, is- generally very true to his Iambic mca- 
and obferves it» perhaps, with too conftant a.'re- 
rity, ' So, In his rirgil^ he defcribcs two Scrgcnts 
n lines, with fcarce one foo^ of any other kmd> 
e alteration of a finglc fyllable. 

Two ferpents rank'd abreaft, the feas divide^ . 
d fmoothly fweep along the fwelling tide, 
eir flaming crefts above the waves they {how» 
eir beliies feem to bum the feas below j 
leir fpeckled tails advance to fteer their conrfe, 
id OP. the founding (hore the flyin? .billows force, 
id now the ftrand, and now the plain they held.' 
leir ardent eyes with bloody ftreaks were fiU'd ; 
leir nisBiTle tongues they brandidi'd as they came. 
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fuppofing the poet to imitate the fmoothnefs of the fer- 
ments fwift and uniform motion over the fea and land, 
withoufthe leaft Hop or interruption. 

In the lines of Heroic mcafure^ . there arc foroe 
parts of the line which will admit a Spondee, that is, ^ 
a foot made of two long fylJabks ; or a Trocliec, 
where the firft f) liable is long, and" the latter (hort:^ 
A hiippy intermixture of thefc will prevent that fame-' 
nefs of tone and cadence which is tedious and painful, 
to a judicious reader, and^ will pleafe the ear with a 
greater variety of notes ; provided dill that che lawkc 
found prevails. And here, according to the beft ob- 
fervation I can make, a Spondee may be placed in the 
firft, fecond, third, fourth, or fifth place. But a Tro-. 
chee ufually finds no room, except in the firft or third, 
where they are fometimes placeq with mucb elegance, 
of found. 

That a Spondee may be ufed in ^ny part of the 
verfe, appears from this confideration, that ten fingle 
words, which arc all of long accents, will make a 
verfe, though not a very graceful one : 

Bine Ikies look fair, while flars ihoot beams like gold. 

So' that ingenious mimic line of Mr. Pope^ in his Ar 
of Criticifm, 

Where ten low words creep on in oac dull line* 

In fuch verfe every foot may be a Spond^, or eve 
fyllablc in the verfe long. 

Trochees are frequently ufed for the firft foot. T 
founds very agreeably, as in the firft line of the fam 
poem called the Sf Undid Shillings by Mr. Philips, 

Happy the man who void of care and ftrife.* 



words bappy in Philips^ and under in Milton f2Lre ' 
Trochees ; but fcarce any other place in the verft, 
es the firft and the third, wiH weJI endure a Tro- 
without endangering the harmony, fpoiling the 
ice of the verfe, and offending the ear. 
lere are fome lines in our oM poets faulty in this^ ^ 
:alar; as* 

3nc think rewards rendered worthy their worth* 
id both lovers^both thy difcipleswere. 

DofvenanK 

re tvortfy in the fonfth place, 2ind lovers in the fo- 
, are ver^ unharmonious, and turn the line inta 
ft profe. Perhaps there may be fome places 
i in Milton's works, where he has not beien fg 
an obferver of this matter* ;. but it is granted^ 
by his admirers, that his numbers are not always 
:curate and tuneful as they fliould be. He has, 
d, too much neglefted this part of poefjr, thoueh.^ 
IS, in many places, recompenfed the pains of tne ^ 
r's ear, by the pleafure he gives in the dienity. 
ublimity of the fenfe, as well as by the rich ya- - 
of his cadences, which are moft times jufl and' 
ful. 
:re let it be obfervcd, that where double rhymes 
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not dcfigncd there to be a foot in the veric, for it ftandi. 
only ill the place of the laft fyllable^ which is always 
long, and the dort fyUabk following is but a fort of 
Superfluous turn or ^un& added to the lafl long fyl- 
lable, as in Dryden^ Ahfahm^ &€• 

Then all for wonkn, painting, rhyming, drinking, 
Sefides ten tboufand freaks that dV'd in thinking. 

l^tae, Thefe Trochees, inllcad of the hft long i) 1- 
table, are^ very feldom admitted in grave poefos in 
jihyme, bm only for burlefque and ridiccde, as in the 
lines now cited-; nor doth AfiZ/oir muchaiir Uicm in bis 
blank verfe, thoirgli they are frequent^ ufed in blank 
vcrfe by i^rc modem writers^ and'eipecialiy in dra- 
njatic poef)'. 

Mr.-i*^^, as well. as, Mr. Drj4tn,.'Zrp more cJuefrt- 
iT^ their numbers, ^nd" never indulee fw:h.irreguIaB B- . 
cence> except where they deiign foraeihmg comic«f ; . 
yet there is oiie inilance in Pope s traoflation of H^mer^a 
w\iereia he Ha€ introduced a Trochee for the fburlh . 
fr>6t, but it is with a beautiful intent aad with eqi^ 
fiiccefs, when, he reprcfents a chariot'^ uneven jnonoa- 
in a ru^ed war. by Ae abrupt cadences. and riigg^. 
ftiiftjd oi Ks v^jFiei 

Jumping high o'er the routes of the JFOBgK ground, ^ 
Kattled th^ clattering cars, and the (hock d axks bounds . 

In the firft of thefe lines there is but one lamUkt 
%i»* the roHtii \ the reft are Spondees, and Trochees ;. 
and particdtarly the two Trochees [\vl.) jumping ^ and 
9f the are inferted in the firfl and fouith places, to 
make the verfes the rougher. The tranfpofitioa of- the 
dailfrwg cart^ which is. the nonunat;iye cafe« aftcc the 

. ¥crb* 
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verb rattlfd, .ad<i$ foiiJ6fhing farther to the graceful 
confufion which irifcs in the verfe, from the jumbling 
idea which the poet defcribes. 

* 7hus much for the cadence of verfe> as it depends 
upon long and (hort fyllables. 

* Thus w/cA indeed {Caya Cfu/crflj^ who jCJid thefc 

* £ve or fix pages) and a great deal i#o much for any 
*. man to write upon thji^fe trlEes, whofe pfofeiSon cal^ 

* him to facred iludies/ 

- Urartio, who delights to read divine poems, took 
up the caufe, and forbid the reprover.' Are all verfcs, 
faid he, profane things ? If 10, how will the royal 
Pfalmift efcape ? But if verfe may lawfully be writ- 
ten, there muft he fome knowledge of the rules of it, 
and fome acquaintance \|i^ith the ele^aqce of found 
^ as well as fc-nfe. 7'he cheerful and pious half hours 
which have been fpent in die clofct, as well as in the 
church, by the help of .devout poefy, give too much 
eucouragement to tnis art,, to. huve it tor ever fbibiddea 
to Chriuians. 

Befides, if verfe were but a mere recreation, may 
not a life, devoted to divine offices, be mdulged m 
ibme foit of amufements, in this, s^nimal and feeble 
^Me, to divert a heavy hpur, and relieve the mind a lit- 
tle^ when fatigued with iijitenrp labours of a fuperipr 
ki(id ? Was the character of that fpiritual man> tl^ 
archbilhop of Cambrayy ever thought to be t irniihe^ 
by his epiftolary converfe vf\^ Dela Mottt the French 
poet^ on fuch fubjcfts as thefe? Go home, Cen- 
firio, and fubdue your fharling tumour ; orjeara, to 
cm^oy your reproofs with .more jufUcc. For my part^ 
] will proceed to gratify myjfelf in ijeading tjhe nex^ 
four or five pages too; though I fin^j^ iby the titlc^ 
1^1 the^gument is much the ume.. ^ ■ 

M 5 LXXIIL 
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This will aflift the poet in forming true harmony, and 
in making his different nambers, and the different ca* 
dences of «hc verfe, appear more various and graceful : 
It will conftrain the reader to give different refts to his 
voice; and thus to take away that dull uniformity of 
found which too often over fp reads a poem writ in 
rhyme. 

Now, thefe paufes in the fenfe, and confcquently 
thefe refts in the voice, ihould be judicioudy fixed 
through all the parts of the verfe, or line, in fuch a 
manner, that no one fort of paufc, or cadence, (hould 
return too often and offend the ear ; and this may be 
happily performed, in fome meafure, in verfc with 
rhyme, though not fo well as where there is none*. 
To render blank verfe more perfed in this kind, what 
if one (hould propofe the following, raks ?: 

I. Since there are ten fyllables m a line of Heroic 
meafure, it follows, that there arc ten places where the 
fenfe may be finilhed, and a ftop may be placed ; and 
therefore, if we would obferve any thing in propor- 
tion, there (hould be at lealt a r^/^/r, or /^rW, at* the 
end of one line in ten ; but, perhaps, the cafe and reft 
©f the car, the proper partition of the verfes, one from 
another, and the diftinftion of poefy from profe^ 
would require it- rather a little more n-eqoent* This 
Milton hirofelf has by no means obferved, but has 
ibmetimcfr^r^rwtf out his fenfe , from one <verfe into anO" 
ther^ as he cxprifTes it, to fuch ^length, as to run on 
for fixteen or twenty lines together, without fo large a 
flop as zfemicokn at the end of a line ; and^ in many 
M 6 places^ 

* In verfe with rhyme, cuftom Has almoft made it necefl^' 
that there ihould be more cqIws^ and frlodt difpoied at the ^d 
of couflets^ than blank verfe (lands in need of^ which knows oo 
dididaion of couplets^ or any (orioi panxas* 
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placc3. tEe^ is not fo much as a comma for four or five 
Encs lucceflivcly, or fbmetimes for fix or fev4Mi* There 
ixt fo many inflances of this in his work, that I need 
not point to ^ny particular page. 

2. Though there are ten places in z line wlierein the 
fcnfe may end, or a ftrong ftop may be fixed, yet I 
think a very ftrong ftop (hjould fcarce ever be placed at 
tftie firft fyllable, or the ninth, without fome very ex- 
fraordinary rcafon for it ; the gracefulnefs of found 
will hardly admit it: it feems too abrupt, milefs 
ikme peculiar beauty in the fenfe is fuppofed to be ex* 
prefled thereby. 

3. Two lines flhould not \cTy often come together, 
where the ftop is placed at the fame fy liable of the line, 
whether it be comma, colon, or peiiod ; three lines very 
feldom, and four mever; for this would bring in that 
ttipleafing uniformity, whichit is the defign and glory 
of blank verfe to avoid, Tliis Milton feems lo have 
obferved alihoft every where with great care, 

4. Where there is a very ftrong period, or the end 
of a paragraph, there the line (hould generally end 
l^ith the ienle ; and an entire new fcene, or epifode^ 
pi^^tgenerally to begin a new line. 

5';r'The end of a line demajids always fome fmal) 
^aufe of half a comma in the reading, whether there be 
any in the feilfe or no^ that hereby the ear of the heacei 
may obtain a plain and diftin^ idea of the feveral ver*. 
fes, wbieh the eyfc of the reader receives; by looking 
6n file book : And, for this reaffim^ a line fhoold ae* 
ver end with a word, wl>ic}\ is fo dofely conaeded' in 
grammar with the word following^ that it reouirea a 
CDBtinoed voice to unite them } .tMHrefoTe an adjeAive 
ought Icaice ever tk) be divided Uovsk iXMfMkisakfty 

yet. 
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yety may I venture to fay, Miltm his done it too of- 
ten : As book viii. line 5, 6. in twa verfes together. 

What thanks fufficient^ or what recompence 
Equiil have i to render thee, divine 
Hiltorian ? . 

And in book ix. line 44. 



• unL-fs an age too late« or cold 



Climate, or years damp my intended wing. 

Book vii. line 373, fpeaking of the fun, 

Inverted with bright rays, jocand to ran 

His longitude through Heaven's high road : the gray 

Dawn and the Fliiades before him danc'd. 

It muil be conf(^fled, where fome important Adjec- 
tive of two or more fyllables follow the fubftan- 
tive, they mxy be much better feparated, as book vii. 
line 194. 

Girt with omnipotence^ with radiaaoeMcrown'd 
Of majefty divjne, fapience and love ' \ 
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then It may be Very elegantly dirided from.the fubftan- 
ttve, and begin a new line ; as in the midmoft of ^e 
thi^ec lall cited. Severe inyanthful beauty, 

Milton h^s alfo fome times leparatedf other words at 
the end. of a line, which nature, and grammar, and 
mufic feem to unite too nearly for fuch a feparation;. 
as book iv. line 25. 

Now confcience wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what mult be 
Worft ; of worfe deed, worfc fuffering muft enfue^ 



Book viii. line 419. 



• No need that thou 



Should'ft propagate, already infinite*. 
Book v'u line 452 ► 

• yet hard 



For Gods, and too unequal work we find.. 

Again, ver. 462^ 

But pain is pcrfe^ miTery, the worft 
Of evils. 

And yoa may find a nnmber of inftances of thiy- 
kind in Ais great poet, whereby he has^ fometimes re** 
duced his verfe too much into a profaic form. Whe-^ 
ther this was negligence or defign in the poet, ss Hard-, 
to fay ; but it is evident, that by this unreafonable 
run of the fenfe of one line into another, and by his- 
toofieq^ent avoiding not only cqIqui dXiA periods ^ but 

oven 



ind ending of every verfc is not diiUnguilhed 
hearer, it diflfcrs too little from a fort o£ poc- 
•ofe. 



:iV. A DYING WORLD, AND A 
DURABLE HEAVEN. 

r O U L D one think it nofliblc for the fons and 
daughters of /^Jam, who fee all things round 
jpon the face of the earth in perilhing and dying 
iftanccs, to fpeak, and aft, and live as though^ 
lould never die? The vegetahU world, with )ill^ 
luties, feems to pafs under a fpreading death every 
the glory of the field, the fordt, and the gar- 
»ri(h. Animal nature is born to die, and mingle 
ts original dull ; not the ftrength of beafts> the 
• the lion, can refift their fate ; nor the fowl of 
/ifteft wing efcape it ; nor can the nations of in- 
hide from it in their dark holes and caverns, 
; they feck to prolong their little being, and keep' 
tal atoms together, through thechangmg feafonis. 
iwB flcfh and blood is much of the fame make, it 
Towcd from the fame materiafs as thcTrs,. it has a 
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follow them. We behold cor {neighbours carried away 
from the midil of us daily to their beds of earth, and 
et we are as thoughtlefs of this awful and important 
iour. ab though our own turn would never come. 

Let us fur\ ey mankind a little : How arc all their 
tribes employed ? What is che grand bufinefs of life f 
Are not all their powers of flem and mind devoted tO".* 
the purpofes of this poor, (hort, mortal period, as 
though there were nothing to fuccccd it i And yet, if 
we alk thofe who dwell around us in our nation. Do 
yojtt notbelievjJa Heaven and an eternity of Jiappinefc 
for thofe who feek it finccrely, and labour for it ? they 
confefs this divine truth by the force of reafon andcon- 
fcicnc^, and by the light of icripture ; but they forget 
it in a few moments, and return ta their follies aj{aiQ> 
and with a greedy and inccflant defire tliey repeat the 
pujfuitjofperiihing vanities. 

O that we could bat keep ottrfelves awake a- while 
from theintoxicatiagpleafures and cares of this Ule, and 
ihake off all thefe golden dreams that perpetually fur- 
round our fancy I wefhould then furely employ our nobk 
powers to a diviner purpofe : If we did but dwell a lit* 
tie with a fixation ot thou ejit upon the fcenes of death 
all around us hefe on earthy and if we now ^nd ihea 
furyev the viliblc Heavcs^s^ their bughtnefs and their 
4uration, we ix^gbt perhaps be put in mind of t^ofe 
nlousentous truths which might dice^ our c^ndud ; 
wight wean us from our fondnefs of thefe feniible and 
perifbiftg trifles, and animate us^ ia good earneil, ta 
purfue the durable ^ories of Heaven.. A walk ;thcoug& 
a church-yard, hy fun or i^-light, wot^ld afford iucb 
9^ meditation as thia» 
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. All born on earth mud die. Ddiruflioo rcign& 
Round the whole globe, and changes aU ii& feeue«« 
Time bf ufhes off our lives with fweeping wine : 
But Heaven defies its power. 'Phere angels ung' 
lininorul; to that world dired thy iig^t. 
My foul, etfaerial^born,, and xhither aim thy flight : 
There virtue finds reward ; eternal joy, 
Unknown on earth., fl^all the full fool employ. 
1^ glebe of death we tread, thefe ihlniug ikies^ 
Hold out the moral J^Ons iq out eye*. ■ 
The 6m SSH uzveHs his illuftrious . rouodb 
'WKiJe agc;i biiiy.agep un^er'pouW ;^ . 
While heroes finkTorgottea m their imis* 
Still Phofphor* glitters, and ffill Syrius*bum8. 



Li^ht reigns thro worlds above« and life with all her 
Y et tnaa lies, groveling ou the eartfar, ^ Aqsngs : 

The fonl foBgets its heavenly. birth» . [wings. 



Thus far with regard to the bulk of mankind* 
whofe fouls are immericd in flefh and blood,; who mind 
none but earthly things, whofe Goo is this world, 
and whofe end us deftru^ioa: Hot it is a melancholy 
thing alfo to conilder, that, where a divine ray from a* 
bove has penetrated the heart, has begun to operate a 
heavenly temper, and to kindle a new We in their'foul, 
and fet it a breathing after. eternal thir^gs, it is (!ill a- 
(hamed to make this new life appear, and this divine 
ray difcover itfelf ; it is aflxamcd to (hine like a fon of 
God in fuch a dark and vicious world, among mea 
of degenerate mijidsy who have an averfion to m that 
is holy and heavenly. . We would fain he always in 

' the 

* The Morniog-ftar and the Do^ftar. 
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the mode, and are afraid to be looked at in the drefs of 
piety among thoufands whofe negled^ of God have 
ilamped the fafhion. Are there not feveral fuch Chrif- j 
tians amon^ us, who dare not open their lips in the | ' 
language ot Paradife, nor let the world know the/ 'j 
belong to Heaven, till death and the inviiible ftate are ! 
broognt near them, and fet in full view by foroe fevere \ 
ficknefs, or fome terrible accident which ttireatens their 
removal hence ? It is a near view of the grave and i * 
eternity, diat fabdues all other paflidns into devotioKy j 
that makes them begin to ffeik and aft publicly like ^ 
the children of God, and gives diem a facied finrtitod^ j q 
a blefTed fuperiority of foul over aH dftir fboHfli foot, p, 
and all the reproaches of finfal men. ^ 

I. 

WHEN death and eveHafUng thin^ 
Apprpach and ftrike the fight, ^ 

The foal unfolds itfelf, and brings r| 

Its hidden dioughts to light. ^ 

The filent Chriftian fpeaks for God, 

With courage owns his name, \ 

And fpreads the S a v i o u r's grace abroad : 

llie zeal fabdues the fhame. 
IIL 
Lord, fhall my foul again conceal 

Her faith , if death retire ? 
Shall fhame lubduc the lively zeal. 

And quench th' etherial fire? 
IV. 
O may my thoughts for ever keep 

The grave and heaven in view. 
Left if mv zeal and courage fleep, 

Nly lips grow filent loo ! 

LXXV. 
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LXXV. THE REWARDS OF POESY. 

Damok, Thalia, Urania, 

Damon. 

MUSE, 'tis enough that in thy fairy bow'rs 
My vouth has loft a thoufand fprightly hours, 
Attending^tny vagaries, in purfoit 
Of paintS bloflbms or enchanted fruit. 
Foroear to tciic tny riper age : 'tis hard 
To be a flave fo long, and find fo fmall reward* 



fanie*J 



Thalia. 
Man, 'tis enough that in the book of fame 
On brazen leaves the mufe (hall write thy name. 
Illuftrious as her own, and make thy years the fame. 
Fame with her fiiver trump (hall (prcad the found 
Of Damons verfe, wide as the dirfant bound 
Of Eritijh empire, or the world's vaft round. 
I fee, I fee from far the falling oars. 
And flying faih that bear to Weftern (hores 
Thy fhining name ; it (hoots from fea to fea ; 
Efrvy purfucs, but faints amidft the way : 
In viiion my prophetic tube defcries 
Behind ^v^ hundred years new ages "ri(e. 
Who read thy works with rapture in their eyes, 
Cities uxxbuilt (hall blefs the lyric bard. 
O glorious memory ! O immcnfc reward ! 

Damon. 
Ah! flattering mufe! how fruitlefs and how fair 
Thefc vifionary fceues and founding air ? 

Fniitlcfi 
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Fatten the glebe to make a laurel grow, 
WhicH the foul carcafe of a dog might do, . 
Ot any vile manure? Away, be gone.; 
Tempt me no more; I now renounce thy throne: 
My indignation fwells. Here, fetch me fire. 
Bring me my Odes, the labours of the lyre; 
I doom them all to aihes, = 

Urania, 

Rafh man, reftrain thy wrath, theie Odes are mmc'i 
Small is thy right in gifts fo much divine. 
Was it thy ikill that to vl Saviour ^ name 1 

Strang Dan)id's harp, and drew the iJliillrious theme > 
From fmoking altars and a bleeding lamb ? ) 

Who form'd tnv founding (hell ? who fix'd the ftrings, 
Or taught thy hand to play eternal things ? 
Was't not my aid that rais'd thy notes fo high ? 
And they mull live till time and nature die. 
Here heaven and virtue reign : here joy and love -j 
Tunc the retir'd devotion of the grove, > 

And train. up mortals for the thrones above. > J 

Sinners (hall dart, and*, ftruck with dread divine. 
Shrink from the vcrtgcartce of fohit Aiming \\tt; ' 
Shall melt in trickling wees for follies paft } ! ' 
Yet. all amidft their piercing fotrows tatie 
llie fwects of pious hope : Emamiet's bl0od . 
Flows in the verfe, ana feals thfe pafdon good* • 
Salvation triumphs here, and heals, the fmart 
Of wounded ^onfcience and a bceakiag^ heart. : •• 
Youth (hj^ll learn temp' ranee from thefeliailow'd ftrains. 
Shall bind their pafiions in harnaonioii^.^sfint; 
And virgins \eztn to love with caqtiou^ icvj ' • 
Nor virtue need^ her guanlTof blu/hes hene. • 
Matrons, growix reverend in their filver hairs* 
Soc^tb (he la^ memiory of theis tincient outs < - 

./ Widi 
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thefc foft hymns; while on their trembling knee 

leir young offspring of the fourth degree 

lid'ning wonder, till their infant tongue 

nets and lifps, and learns th' immortal fong, 

ays up the fair leffon to repeat 

e fourth didant age, when fitting round their feet. 

'h Heaven-born heart (hall choofe a favourite ode 

iar their morning homage to their God, 

>ay their nightly vows. I'hefe facred themes 

^ the pillows with etherial dreams : 

oft amidfl the burdens of the day 

devout couplet wiogs the foul away, 

tful of this globe : Adieu, the cares 

ortai life! Adieu, the fins, the fnares ! 

ilks with angels, and walks o'er the ftars. 

ft tlf exalted raptures of the lyre 

^helm'd with blifs, (hall aged faints expire, 

nix their notes at once with fome celeflial choir. 

Damon. 
lat holy founds are thefe! what drains divine! 
hy voice, O bkft Urmiia^ tiiinel 
gh; I chim no more** My toils are paid, 
lidnightKimp, and my o'er-laboDr'J htrjd* 



} 
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i 

LXXVL ] 

A MORAL ARGUMENT TO PRDVE THE I 

NATURAL IMMORTALITY or the SOUL 1 



THE great God has manlfcfted aftonifhing wlf- i| 
dom in the works of his Creation, contrifing, 
forming, and endowing e\^ry creature with powers 
an4 properties fuitable to the various purpofcs of its 
defigned exiftence, and of his own government. 

God has given to his creature Man, an undcrftand- 
ing and will, and various powers, whereby he is capi- 
tie of knowing, loving, and ferving his Maker; by 
thefe fame powers he alfo becomes capa()le of diiho- 
.nouring, affronting, and blafpheming him. 

Man is formed alfo with a power or capacity of re- 
. ceiving rccompcnces according to his works; t, e, 
pleafure and happinefs, anfwerableto hh obedience; 
or punifliment and mifery* if he difobeys: and the 
great God, as a righteous governor of the world, has 
Sibught fit to affign happineft to vjrtne, ahd mifery 
to vice, as a reward ,of recompence of good, or evii 
adion&i 

Man is alfo created with a power to deiboy bis ova 
animal life, as well as the animal life of his fellow- 
creatures. 

Now, if a ritjn be never fo pious, and has no for- 
viving fpirit, no conftious powrr remaining afiter this 
animaJlife be deftroyed, God cannot certainly leward 
him, au-ordhfg to the courfe of nature \ becaufe a wicked 
man n>ay put a fpecdy end to the animal life ©f tljc 
/tghtcous, oy fwofd or club, and thus be ma^ inlb' 
lently forl>id, or prevent, all God's rewarding good- 
^cfs and j\iftice» ^ith ftg^id to that righteous xbml, * 

Or, 
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Or, if a man be never fo vicious, if he blafphcmc 
and infult his Maker, with never fo hiuch indignity* 
and commit all outrages poi&ble againft his neigh- 
bours ; yet God cannot punifh him for fuch aggra- 
vating guilt, according to the courfe of nature, if he has 
J30 furviving fpirit, no confcious power remaining bc^ 
yond this animal life: for, by the fword,^ halter, or ^ 
poifon, he may put a fpeedy end to his own animal 
life, and to all his confcioufnefs of being, and to all 
power of fuffering punilhment. 

But furely the all wife God would never form crea- 
tures of fuch a nature, and with fuch powers, as that 
they might infolently prevent his governing jufticc, 
from diftributing rewards and punifhments,' according 
to their works : he would never make a creature capa- 
ble of breaking his laws and infulting his authority, 
and- defy his Maker to puni(h him; a creature who 
might do outrage to his Creator, and yet have power 
to efcape beyond the reach of his avenging hand- 
This would be fuch a piece of condud as would tempt 
one to fufpe^ great weaknefs in the Creator and Go- 
vernor of the world; which God forbid. 

Perhaps it may be faid here, that God can find a 
way to reward, or punifh, by raifmg his creatures agaift 
from the dead, to a more firm and durable life. 

To this I anfwer two ways. Firft, If the thinking 
fpirit in man, or the confcious principle, be intirely 
extihguiihed, at the death of the body, the refurredion 
of man to a new confcioufnefs, is the creation of a 
new confcious being, and is not the fame confcious 
being, which once merited reward or punifhment ; and 
where would be the juilice of fuch punilhments or rcf- 
wards? It is pofliblc indeed, that almighty power 
might make a new confcious being, which (hould fup- 
pole itfelf to remember things done in a former date, 
teforeit had any exiftencc; but this would be properly 
N a falf^ 
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a falfe apprehcnlron, an error and not a real memory 
of what was done before, and would lay no juft foun- 
dation for the recompenfes of vice of virtue. 

Secondly, This very refunfedion miift be a miracle^ 
a fupernatural exercife of divine power, in Contradic- 
tion to the laws of nature, and, not accordinj to the 
coorfe of nature. Now, is it not hard to lay, and 
very unreafonable to fupp6fe, that God has fo con- 
trived the nature of his creature Man, that though-he 
be capable of high degrees of virtueiOf of n\oft info* 
lent and horrid vices, yet, according to the courfe of na- 
ture, he cannot cffedlually ^nd certaiAly reward or 
punifh him ; or, that the wife Creator and rigfitdooi) 
Governor of the univfcrfe cannot ^eftually tnd cer- 
tainly dillrlbute the recompenfcs of virtue and vice 
without a miracle ? 
' Upon the whole, doth it not evidently follow from 
this argument, that fincc God is a wife Creator and 
"Governor of the world, fiuce man is capable of volun- 
tary vice or virtue, and confequently of defcrving re- 
Wards or punilhments, there is^ and there ihull be, 
fome living confcious principle in man which may be 
fHiturally capable of rewards and punifhments, anfwer- 
ablfc to his behaviour? That there is a foul in mjin, 
which furvives his animal life, and is immortal, which 
cannot put an end to its own life and confcioufnefs, 
nor to tlie life and confcioufnefs of its felloVv-fouls ? 
And by this natural immortality of the foul it cortiics 
to pafs, that it is not in the power of a wicked man to 
prevent the rewards of the righteous, liof to convey 
himfelf out of the reach of his Maker's vengeance. 

And may it not be hence inferred, in the firft place, 
that the foul of ihapiisfo immortal,- that it is iK)t in 
the power of any merc,cifeature to kijl it? For, it 
doth not feem fit, that the great Lo^d of the univerfc 
(houldgive thd p»erogative of rewards and puhifhment.^, 

fo 
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io far out of his own hand, as to put it intircly into 
the power of a creature, to defraud the righteous of 
their reward, or fecurc the wicked from due jjunifh- 
mcnt. It is fit that God only, who gave life, and 
being, and confcioufnefs to the foul, Ihould be able 
to deftroy it, or to take away its confcioufnefs, or 
make it ceafe to be. 

May we not alfo infer yet farther, in the fecond 
place, that there is no fuch thing as the fleep of the 
f<RuI ; or at leaft, that neither the foul itfelf, nor any 
other creature, can put the foul into a fleeping ftate ? 
For this is a ftate without perception or confcioufnefs; 
and if this could l>e done, then the defigned rewards 
and punfihments of diviqe jufttce might be as eife^u* 
aHy difappointed by creatoxts, as if mey could kill or 
annihilate the foul. 

Perhaps yoo will heie fay alfo, that the foul nay 
'iDe awakened s^ain, by divine power, to receive poniflii- 
menu or rewards. To this 1 anfwer, that if mt A>id 
in laid to Heep, or finks into an infenfiUe ftate, when 
the animal body dies, will it ever awake again of itielf 
naturally to be puaifhcd or rewarded; or can any 
ereaiure awaken it^ If not, then Gao alone, who 
works fupernaturally, can awaken it. — And thus, in 
the order of nature, there b no capacity in this foul to 
4De pQni&e4 Of awarded, nor can it be done wdfhobt 
a miracle.- 

I think, therefore, we may draw this condlufimi, 
^ir.. That every intelli.gent being, as it i^ made capabte 
ef virtue and vice^ oS rewards and poni^ttients,- fo it 
muft nece^tily be made immortal in itsi own nature, 
and hath fuch an efleatial and perpetual eonfcioufnefe- 
belonging to it, as is not in tne power of creatures 
•cither to itupify or deftroy, left the rcoompenfes of vice 
•and vittue be wrefted out of the ha&dr of God, as the 

» . . . . • . -N a Goo 
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God of nature, the wife Creator, and the righteou^ 
Governor of all intelligent creatures. 

And may we not draw a-third inference. alfo, viz. 
That the mere death of the body is not the only punifh* 
mcnt of the fin of man, againft the God of nature, 
and againft the natural law; for then the worft of 
criminals, by a dofe of opium, or a halter, mijgbt 
finifh his punifhmcnt at once ; he might convey him- 
felf away from the reach of punifhing juftice, and the 
crimes of men could not be punifhed in proportion to 
their aggravations ? It is the immortality of the foul 
that lays a foundation of di£S:rent degrees of paoiib- 
ment according to crimes. 

After all, perh^s fome perfons may raife another 
objeftion againft my argument, viz. If there be fuch 
fufficient proviiion in the very nature of man, after 
"death, to receive the 'due rewards of virtue or vice, in 
this mortal part, or his foul, what necefiity is thete of 
jsi rcfurreftion of the body ? And yet we find» in the 
Nfw Teftament, where the invifible world, and a future 
itate of rewards and puniftiments is.moft particuladj 
difcovered, the holy writers generally reprefent thofe 
rewards and punifhments as confequents of this refusr 
redlion. 

Tq this I think there is a full anfwer given in the 
Jaft pages of a late E^ay tvwgrds a rfmf of a fifan^ 
fiate of fouls ^ to which I refer the reader. But in tUi 
place! think it Aifficient to fay, that the foul only is 
the Moral Agent y and the God ofnaiure can efiedbiall^ 
reward or puniih the virtues or the rices of man in this 
immortal part, or his foul, which naturally furviv^ 
the body; but the God of ^race h^vin^ introduced a 
gofpel for the recovery of Sinful mankind from roiHf 
whereby the refurredion of the body is promiied Ip 
thofe who comply ^ith it, for an incfweqibtpfuiiiefs* 
be thought it proper alfo and juft, that the rejetlion of 

this 



knows nothing of it. As by man, [i. e. Adam] 
f death, /o by maff, [i. C. Cnrill] cafrie in tf^ nf^ 
on of the dead, i Cor, xv. 2 1 . 
1 thence may I not take occafion to infer, that 
fpel, or the covenant of grace, which k founded 
undertaking of Christ, hath been fome way 
^r made known to all mankind, at lead by fome 
e^and general nottcss of it; and that the great 
ioth a^ually deal with all men now upon terms 
re, from this very argument, becaufe a// mankind 
V raifed again from the dead, ^vho have done gorU 
', John V. 28, 29. — Whereas thofe who never 
againft the gofpel, or againft the Grace or Mercy 
D, but only againft Gon, as the God of nature^ 

perhaps only lie expofed to fuch a fentence aa 
ht of nature might find out, or as might be ex* 
according to the coarfe of nature y without the mira- 
I refurreftion, /. e, by the death of the body and 
liflhment of the fiirviving fpirit in a fepaiate ftatc. 
his la!^ inference fhould be found to run counter 
fenfc of any otie'text of fcripturc, I renounce it 

fpot : But if, by venturing to ftep out of the 
m track of the fchools, we may find any. little 
of light (hed upon the condud of God toward 
md be thereby enabled the better to vindicate 
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LXXVil. THREE MODERN ABSUR- 
DITIES, 

SENSfi, conCcionfnefs, and reafon» wn three of 
the chief principles, or medlQinsy of our knov« 
ledge of thin^. This, I foppofe* will be acknoW'- 
fedged hy men' of all reiigions» and of xKine. Sa[/i 
informs us chieHy of the things that are without u$» 
even all that we know by fight or hearings by fmell, 
ffafte, or feeling. Cojt/dou/Me/s acquaintt us ivith all 
fliac paifles within us, and particulaily the ideas we 
have m iDur mind, the inclination of our hearta, the 
confent,. the choice, or any action of our wills* And 
liien' Reapm aflures us of the truth of a concluiioit, 
which is evidently derived from other pfopofitions» 
which we know to be true before. Now» the Dtifh^ 
fhe Fnf^Sy and tlie Fataltfts among them, do xtaXirp 
jrenounce all thefe : they run on blindly and refolutcly 
in their opinions, and maintain feveral articles of tl^ 
•wn belief, in direift contradiction to thefe three prin«« 
eipies of knowledge, how much foever they may pNN 
fefs to be kd by them. 

Firfiy The Pi9^ tells you, that in all the inftances 
eF common Hie he believes the dictates of his fenfcty 
about things which are near to him, and which he bad) 
nil proper ad vantafi;es to examine ; but in the bufineb 
of Tranfubftantiation, he begs your e»»ie, for he be- 
lieves a picoe of bread to be real fiefh and blood, and 
gives the lie, grofly and obftcnately, to his eye-fight 
and his feelings his fmell and hia tafte at once ; and hb 
feligion reqiiiresr him'tocenteadi^ aii hia fenfes. 

Crucifer^ a man of this profeflion, believes Ac re- 
furrcdiott of the body of Ch^rist from the dead^ and 

confedes 
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z% to overthrow the foundation on which he be- 
the do^rine of die refuircftion of CHR]i<T„ 
h dodlrioe isihe foundation of all his Chrifiianity) 
than believe what hts fcnfes tell him^ vt^hen they 
him the body of Cu&ist is not a wafer-cake. 
:rous vijfb)ry and dominion of the church of 
over all the powers of fenfe and reafon at once« 
ic very principles of our faith t 
the next place> HyUmder^ a young Fatalift^ wiU 
wiedge in general, that tliough bs cannot adent 
r of the religions of men, nor believe a word qH 
they preach about vice and virtucj a Heaven and 
9 yet he believes what he hknfclf feeU> and what 
:onfcious of within himfelf. But if you aft hina: 
tly, whether man be a free creature ? whether he 
If hath a liberty of choice in any motion of h5» 
or in any aflion of his life ? he denks k. No ^ 
lecedhrily moved, by a train of other caufes, ta 
particular volition and aif^ion, aod has not, noc 
lad, any free choice. Aflt him, whether he i« 
mii^ous in himfelf, that he can w^k ojr ftandiifcilU 
• fit, move this finger to the north .or to the foiHh, ^ 
[le can do none of thefe : he is hot a mere mao- 
, aded by certain invi£ble fprings; and tkit 
two things are ofiered ta him, he cannot choefb 
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^uire 6f him yet farther, when he (huns the churchy 
when he dwells at the tavern till midnight, when he 
£%ks out the partners of his vices, and purfues for^ 
bidden pleafu res, whether he does not feel his own 
Self> or his own inward powers, chooiing and adling 
all this with freedom ? He will own that' he feems to 
choofe and adl thefe things ; but flill perfifls in diredl 
contradiction to his own feeling and confcioufnefs, that 
it is God adls all this in him and by him : and while 
he feels himfeif fo wilful and vile a criminal, blafn 
pbemes the blelTed Goo, and makes him the Author o£ 
all his crimes. . . 

Contrary to all the didates of his confcience, he 
affirms there is no virtue or vice, no fuch things as 
good or evil anions, in a moral fenfe; and confe«. 
quently that God hath provided no Heaven or Hell^ 
no rewards or pun fhraentsfbrany thing which is done 
by 08 in this life : for, whatfoever we fecm to do, it 
is all really e£reded by the will of Gao putting th« 
train of caufes in motion at iiril, and none of us could 
ever adl otherwife than we do* And yet after all this 
mechanical account of themfelves, and this denial of 
all freedom, thefe men ofmatur/md moiim have the im- 
pudence, in oppofition to common fenfe, reafon, and 
grammar, to abufe language fo far as to call diem-» 
felves Free-Tbinkers, Strange and 'prodigious! that 
men (hould ever hope for the honours of that title> 
which their own opinions conilantly difclaim I that 
Aey ihould, with fuch a fteady effrontery, deny what 
they feel continually in themfelves, and what they 
pra^iie ten times in an hour, to gratify an humour, and 
fupport a moft abfurd opinion,, which, takes away all 
Tirtite, order, and peace from this world, and all hope 
and happinefs from the next ! 

•^^ *Tht-third'A>rt of men^ ofthis odd conpofition^ are 
- ''"''-■ • • ^ * the 
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the Deifts among us. Apifttu profcffcs he is a friend to. 
renfon above all things, and liC is led by nothing iix 
much as renfon: It is by rsajon that he believes there 
is a God who made, and who governs all things ; that 
he is bound to honour this God, and obey his will ; 
that he muft make it his bufinefs to love God and his 
neighbour ; that there is an eternal difference between 
vice and virtue ; that man is an intelligent and free 
agent ; and, by reafon he is convinced, tliat there arc 
rewards and punilhracnts provided for man, in a fu- 
ture ftate, according to his behaviour hefc^ lie be- 
lieves alfo, by the lorce of reafon, according to anti- 
cnt hiftory, and the fccurc conveyance of it by wri- 
ting, that there Was fuch a man as Jesus Christ, as 
well as he believes there was fuch a man as Julim Cafari 
and as he coofeifes this Julius was sl Romany and a gene- 
ral, and fought many battles, he cannot but confers, by 
tbefame reafonings, that this Jesus lived in Ju4ea and 
GaliUe i and that he was the Son of a Carpenter, and 
that he taught many excellent rules about vice and vir- 
tue, and the love of God and our neighbour; and, 
hy the fame excrcife of his ^eafon, on the hiftorical ac- 
count of the fa^s of paft ages, he is perfuaded that 
there were feveral men of mean education and circum- 
ftances, who followed this Jesus, and without the 
help of arms or bribery, carried his dodrinc after^ 
wards through -the world. And yet, contrary to all 
reafon, this ytry Apijhs believes, that this obfcure 
young nian, Jisus of Nasunreth^ this fon of a coun- 
try carpenter, who was brought up to his father's 
trade, gave a better fet of rules for the honour of G o d, 
for the love of our neighbour, and the conduft of oujr 
live«, than ever any philolbpherdid in Greece and Rome ; 
«nd that he did all this without human literature, with- 
out 
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out any dirine a^iftance, wi^iout any infpiration from 

He believes farther, contrary to all reafoa, Aat this 
poor <^arp€nter bad art and cunning enough to impoie 
fdlfc tx^i racks on thouiands of people in Judta and 
Galilee^ and eveh in JerufaUm itfeif ; that he made 
them believe that be cured the blind, that lie gave 
hearing to the deaf, and leet to the lame,, thai he 
healed ail manner of difcaies by his word or bis touch, 
and raiied Several who were dead to life again, with- 
out doing one real miracle, or having any extraordir 
nary power given him fey God. 

He believes ye^ farther ft ill, and in oppo&iosQ to aU 
the princij>les of true reafoniag, tfeat the difinplet of 
this j E^us, poor illitera^ creatures and fifheroieo, aa 
th,ey generally were, except one Fmd^ who waa • 
fehelaf \ 1 fay, he believed thai tl|efe men w«at ahcmt 
the world , and perlViaded mankind to believe that tlus 
i|Bs v» Cretst ro^ from the dead, after he had been 
ecucitied and buried fbme day», and aade raukitodet 
of his own ^uRtrymen and ftrangers, rick and ppor, 
wi{e men 9nd philo^phers, and whote oountties, bc« 
Ueve it, though there is »ot a, fyllabk of truth in \t^ 
lays he, Bor is k fearce pofiible that it ftould be true. 
—He believes yet again, that thcfc filiy mea were 
fometimes cheats and imfoflons^ who pi)a;6)iftd the ei^6- 
eft fiibtikies and artifice t» deoeiv* the world ; that 
fomc times they were fvttild eHi^fffiofiSi and half mad 
with devotion, though rcafon might afure him, that 
impvpire- and enthujmfm cannot long refidc together in 
the fame bread, but one will betray or de&oy the 
other. 

He believes oil ftill, that thefe impoftors or enthu- 
Sails (be they what they will) eiigaged mankind to re- 
ceive 



celve all the do^riftcs of this jf iSCB, and his jcligioiu 
either by their tricks or art, or thek fooleries of honeft 
zeal, beyond what Any of the wifeft men of the world, 
with all their (kill and learning, co^td tfftver do in'th* 
like cafe, and went on fucceftfully to f rdpi^gatc his 
doftrine, and foretold it (hould ftand and continue to 
the world's end, without any extraofdirtary commit 
fion from Heaven, or prefencc of God with them.. 

He believes alfo very Vnirefifbtfably, that fuch »band 
of knaves, as he Aippofes them generally to be, car- 
ried on this impofture with foch unanimity and faichv. 
fulnefs, for many years, evcA to the end of their lives> 
that not any one of them fcvet difcovercd the cheat, 
though they could expe^ to get nothing by it here, in 
this Vvorld, but poverty, (hame, pcrfecution, impri* 
fonmentB, ftripes, and a bloody death; »nd> in the 
other world, the wrath of God for fuch knavery. 

His belief goes farther yet, contrary to all rcafona- 
hlt grounds 5 Tor, he belirv'cs thefe followers of this 
JfsusCHRisr, by mere falfe pretences to miracles 
and giftfi of tortgiics, fpread his religion through the 
nations, though he knows that they appealed, in a 
public manner, to whole focieties of men concern- 
ing the truth of thefe niiractilous gifts conferred upon 
themfelves and other Chriftians, and concerning this 
power of miracles, which difplayed itfelf with fuch 
evidence add glory, particularly at Cf^inth^ where St» 
Fan! muft have been confuted with (lianic, and utterly 
confounded, if thefe things had not l)ecn true, becauie 
tliat was a city of great learning and knowledge; and 
yet Apijins obftinatcly believes ftill that neither thefe 
xnen, nor Tatd himfelf, nor any of their followers, 
ever wrought one real miracle, nor fpoke one tongue, 
but what they learnt before in the common way/; And 

that 
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that they fpread this ivli^on fo widely among the i 
lions, and fo <e&dually, without any commifnon 
help from Goo, though this religion contained in 
doctrines contrary to the fafhions and cuiVoms of i 
world, to the idolatrous religions of the nations, to t 
vicious inclinations of mankind, and their corrupt a 
fctitcs and paffions. — And though he cannot but fee 
videntlyj that thefe men, and their fucceffors in tl 
opinion, have turned many thoufands of perfons 
more virtue and piety than all the philofophers cou 
do with all their learning ; yet he believes ftill th 
thefe men had no divine power attending them, n 
any afliftancc from Heaven. 

In ftiort, he believes, contrary to all reafon, the 
things which are far harder to believe than any of tl 
peculiar articles of the Chriftian faith ; and yet Apifi 
pretends that he cannot believe thofc articles, becau 
they do not carry reafon with them. 

My God ! deliver me from the blinding and ftupif 
ing prejudices of thefe three forts of men, who cf 
tradift the plaineft e\^dences of truth, and to ma 
tain their ablurd peculiarities, renounce the chief fpri 
of all our knowledge ; and let me be led honeftly 
fmcercly, by thefe faculties oi fefifation and con/c 
me/s, which thou haft given me, in conjundlion 
harmony with each other, and under the guard an( 
provement oi right reafon. The exercife of thefe 
crs, onder thy holy influence, will efledhially bri; 
to faith in the eoipel of my blefled Saviour, j 
compliance with the rules of that gofpcl I truft 
iind.cternal life. Am e n. ^i :k^;--v, 

THE END.,.:/; ■- 
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